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Cultural Compenents in the Concept of Race
EDMUND R, LEACH
King's Collrgr, Cambridge

The concepls of “rece’ and “wace differonce

I have been nsked o discuss ihe influence of aulfeer on ibe develop=
mend of the conorpr of rece im a sessiom which s 1o be devoted, overnll,
to the historical facts of Buman evolution amd the development of
racial difference. Thas brief contains an element of ambiguity which 1
intend to caploil

Farsy | wasi to consider how far celiuml £ may have comtributed
e human evolstion gencrlly asd 1o the developenent of racial differ-
ences in Man, For this parpose [ shall be malking about two aspects of
race difference bolk of which are recognined by such genssiically oriented
phossical anibropobogists as 1. B Birdsell (1972 and J. Bucttner-Januch
(1966, 1973); (hese are: (a) viubde dilforendes of morphalogy ad mani-
lested in coalrasts Beraecn the avenige pheaalypes of schected popula-
thans, and (b} diffzresces in the desectable gene frequencies accurring
in the gene pools of approximaie breeding iuolales.

I would remark right away that the fact that it is meaningful to talk
abowl rave diffiremoe @n this way doss not imply (kat it is equally
mezningful to discuss a nevonomy of reces in Man, Clise mags which
eabibi gene frequency dilferences on o global scalde do ot show con-
sistent discontinuities and can seldom be showm 1o fit meaningfully
with maps of marphological difference. 1| assume that differences of
morphology are caused by differenons in gondtic constitution but at
mumw-mmtmm conmection between (he

Emmﬂylnﬂlumﬂ.ﬂk.rfnwlhulubw@mﬂhem

which are istroduced at the kvel of folk taenomy and (b verneoslas
wae of lngasge. The end product is an irresclmable confusion which
resulis in an atmosphere of impencirable fog in all but the most austere
discussiond of thii mosl exphoivg Lapi.
Until guite recently even the most distnguished phyiical anibo-
pologins opemted with the sssumption that racial distinctioss inkere
i1 external appearances and thal these appearances are hereditary, at
leatt ax types. Thus Hooban {1946) wrobe:
A mce B a gread division of mankind, the members ol which,
akhough isdivid varying. am charcierised o a grosp by a
mﬁmmﬂmﬁﬁmﬂﬁulmmﬂﬁum
principally nonsdaptive, which have boen derived from their
common decend,”
The assumptions that enderdic this definition include the following.

=pure ling™, Actual humas popelatioss were then dewcribed 3 of they
wido mixbanes of historical resdues of tke supposed primary stock
T‘hmm-m:mﬂmnnmhm:

It s cerinindy possible, indeed highly likely, that populatikan migra-
tioms im the remole past have played sonte pan in the preseat distribu-
tiom o’ peculiar morphelogical racial distinciioes. For example, soms
adull women in the Souib Andsmans thow marked sieatopygia asd in
the szme kocalsty the spirally curled hair sometimes fakes on a ' peppers
eofn” appeamnce. Since bodh these striking peculiaritics. kave atherwise
only been reported amosg Afrezan Bushmen asd African Pygmics
there is a clear suggestion (ha these Andasnanese trails masi be sarvivals
[m-ﬂ\wmﬁmlm.lpHImuhﬂmHlmuchmm
spread distrsbution than it does now (Birdsell, 1972 : 4980 But this is
anly a “likely possibility”. Phenotypical charssteristics of buman groups,
such as steatopygia amd pepporcors hair, are the cutward and vidble
signs of iomard genclical constisutions but gemetice] constitetions are
mol hercdimsble ai stable sets.

As eossierpart 1o the Hooton type. morphobogcal defisithon of race
eited above, o modem gendls: definition might be:

A race is an inberbrveding population whose gene pool is diffesent
fram all other populations™ (Birdsell, 1972 : 487,
mnwﬁuﬁmmn;nﬁmlrnlwﬂmfmﬂ'

evolution (ie. musation, selection, pone flow, and genets: daifl), acting
i bacal combination on a seatner of small b thinly dispersed semi-
demmmnnwmmuﬂlﬂm
oscilfations in chscvable pene frequencies. A study made by Birdee
i dhe carly 1990k among 38 “trital™ groups of Australian Aborigines,
all af which were physically of much the ame appeasance, m
range ol gene Mrequency diversity sirictly comparable to found in
the whole of Eurasia |nlﬂﬂf*|ﬂ|m]iﬂu\m}'ﬂflﬂ|ﬂl¢-
Bogical types (Bindsoll, 1972 @ 443, 454),

Thix sugpests that a classifesiion of moes based on the statistical
imcidence of pene frequencies would mot only be undtable bt woueld
mal corrclate &1 all with readily ohscrvable morphalogical ditincipens,
In poier of faci serological studies lend no ssppodt 1o the iheory that
African Pygmies are relabed by common descent e Pygmics in other
continents. On the contrary, Cosgo Pygmies seem do be simply shon

=
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:E:-m amd Papuan Pygmics shon Papeass (Buatisee-lansah, 1568

It follows ihercfore that, as is the case with the meephologicoal
evidinoe, the genetic data can lead only to inferences of probabslity
rather than certainty.

“If adjscent populstions are very simdlar penetacally, then it s
prodatie thai they have n closs commaon descent. Bat where distast
populaisons have penetic sinvilarnitees, these may buve been produced
in & vasiety of ways by the action of various evolutionarny progeues™
{Bardiell, 1972 : £57).

The converse point s equally important. “The action af vamsous
evolutionary processes” is 21 woek all the timss and though it i quite
possible for separted distast populntions 10 comss 1o rescmble cach
oiher, genetically and physically, as a resalt of accidental convergencs
or adapeation fo similar conditions, the peneral probabilsty is tha
populations which are spatially sufficienily separate io fonm breeding
imolates (ie. are appronimaiely separate Aendelian populationsy will
Mlﬁﬂﬂhtﬂﬁﬂﬂtﬂqbﬂumﬂmﬂmﬂh
the smceoision of pencralions.

O the Faee of B 1he conclusion from alll this is almost wholly negative.
Mosphologacal racial differcmccs palpably exiat, Megrosd Africans are
wigbly different from Caucascsd Buropeans asd it s ab least probably
the case thet grest regiosal populations of Man which nesemble cach
oiher have some common lines of descest. But such erude statesnests
about the phenotypic comequences of penciic inherianoe have very
little scientific utility. Indoed a sciennf®c lypology of moes vitker on
marpialogical grownds or an gone Mmoguoncy growends seems (o be ruled
oul. All 1hat can be wefully discmsed by scaentists ane the proocsses.
by which racisl differentimzon comes abowt, and (he eavimnmental
and social circusnsiances which bead 1o an iscrease ar decrease in such
diifzremiiation over ime.

Severtheless the view of macial difference which | bave oualined sbove
leads 10 a curious secial paradox.

Imagine a zevo point in time (T.1) and a single Mendelian popalation
(P} which Forms a beeoding isolate. At a lier paint @a time (T.2),
this pogulation comes 1o be danaded into two scparate brecding ralsles,
1.0 and 1.2, There are many possible causes for such a separation,
t.l.pmd‘lhmﬁnllpupdumﬂﬂrmlpmmtmm
social or religious crisis may divide the populatiom into two
endogamous and &0 on. 1T the imigial allocation of individuals
to P01 and PLLT is random, then, initially, Ihe,p-rpnull-n[l}m
e sub-groups will be indistingushable—they will be members of a
%Mlhﬁmmm dilferemtial sslection will pencrats

i thee frequescy of the varizhle genes of the two gene pouls,

In this simple moded situstion, provided we rule out complicating

such as a third population P.2 which imlerbroeds with both

groups, the goneral expectation musg be that the mare profonged the

puﬁdrm{immumﬂhmn&ldmm
P11 and P.1

While there are a variety of distinct evolutionary processes which

E

momial circamstances™ here mscans the ccosysiem bn ke Broaden
menss—nol merely climate and termin and natural resources bt ako
many features q{ﬂ::tmmlmmt'lhehll‘rlf:dnﬂtnr:rﬂ'nd

ELIVILY,

Far such incipical racial differences 10 develop it b necessary that
the envirosments Lo which the two populations are adapting should be
comlimsously different evem though they need not be stable.

The same mndel schema may also be considerod in roverse. Sappois
we siart 2t T.1 with two racially distinguishable papulations. Pa asd
P, which initially Form scparale brooding isolares, and them, a1 time
T2 becawie of migration of somss social revolution, members of the
two populations ase beoaght together and reshufled s members of &
single pack, 1hen clearly the whole notion of “adapiation te separate
enviroaments hecomes meaningles.

The principle is obvicus and may be reduced B & farmk.

(&) Whenever fwo popelaiions persist over time in scparaic environs
ments and there i no remiving of imdivideals, racal diforence
will terd 10 increase firom peneralion 1o gencrfion:

(b) Whenever individuals from racislly distingaishable populations
are mived up in the same envisonment, sl disisetinns within
the mived populatson will wnd po decrease from genemitios o
poneralion.

These favrer condilions ane precisely 1he oned in which “rao: ad a

concepd”” firsl acquires political signaficance.

The omly circumstanost in which raee difforence can bave cultural
and henoe political sipnificanse are ones in which there i & widely
prevalent belicf that the population. taken & wheole, is of mixed ethnic
onigin. If the belicl s well founded, them it is also fectually the case
that racial dilference is decreasing and will conlinue 1o decrease. The
paradan is that alibough moe prejudice is pemeraled by resemimsent
againdt the cartence of racisl diversity within what i potentially a
usgle Mendelizn population, the effect of race projadics is 1o reinforce
soeial barriers which inkibit random matmg. The prejnbice thar zusiaing
L Stes o i g o o o6 ety s i

mixing L BN
eibmic origin does mat afways have these culiunl insplicatioss, We nead
tor understand much better thas we do just why such mixture sometimes
becomes a palitical s and sometimes nod,

It is for the gencticists b spell ou just kow far humsn populations
differ from one ansiher a5 biological collectivities; the rest ol

s would doowell mot 1o arach 100 much importance 10 superficial
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appoarances. As amateurs in & highly technical Scid, most members of
this audience coubd usefully take 3 kssoa from what a well-known
handbook of Eurcpenn birds has 1o say about the Yellow Wagtail:

“Syslematics of the Yellow Waginil growp are complex. Some
aors claisly vanous forms as distinet specics, Bul inter-grada-
then oeurs where ranpes overlap, Mulasis resembling other races
breed wilh birds of pormal appeamnce. This hirds identfeal with
Sykes's Wagtail (M. ) Beewma) of Russia breed with mormal Yellew
Wagtads (M. J. Moviceima) in England, In Beld work it is beiser
ao call them all “Yellow Wagtails' ™ (R. Peierson, G, Mosntfon,
P A D, Hollom: A Field Guide fo the Birds of Brivaln ged
Ewrape, 197 edn., p. 252, Colllins, London).

In fichd work it is better to call all varictics of Homo "Men”. We are
:1Imngﬂmpumorlu:.dq,ru Al the same, the manser im which

differences in Man have been gencrated and
]!tl'hllh' stahilsed is of great sieniific interent and without question
;::ﬂmﬂﬂmhmdmmmmﬂrmlilhnhmmm

Cultursl factors s the evolution of racial difference

The preciic criteria by which we should distingudsh Man from a
“'pre-buman hominsd” ase maiters for dispute. However it is elear that,
af speciss tkat now survive, Man is the omly creaiure ihal posscsse:
lznguage and his tocd-making cipacities are out of all proportion
greater than those of asy olber croatun.

Beoth these charscteristics sre human umiversals and they both
provide a kind of bridge berwecn human mature and buman oaliore,
The capaciry ta bearn and use isguspe and (b capacity to manipulabs

We do ot usderitand at all how the capaciy for using hisguage
emight bave evolved. bt agy discussion of the distribuison and vanetes
of Homa sopives must aceept a5 an axiom the proposition thay we ase
all the time concersed exclusively with a crealure which had a fully
developed lamguage capacity. It is that cagasity more than sny cther
which has had the consequence that ever sines the dawn of peehistory
Man can be soen 80 have dominated his envireament mstcad of being
domizated by it I is bocause of languags (3nd the cwliaral fleaibility
which floms tho usc of langsage) thal, 10 a wnique depree. Man,
R B SPOCi, i mmﬂmw-ngn-npenrmunlhymlum
cal nicke. Far umtold (Bousands of years Man has overcome enviran-
mental barriers o his movements by adapting cultursl innovations
which modidy ike environment i question. The cultural inpeniiy
which bas recemtly allowed asironauts o walk on the serface of the
maan i nod a pavelty; it is o general specks-wide humas chamcteristic,

mmmwmmwmﬂmlmmm
WWe kave o assume that our physical development in it masifokd
varbeiess has becn an adaptive procew in which there has been a
comtinuois feedback rul,gm:mmm genetic composition of the
adapling species and msbutes of the “lolal environment™ o
which it has been adepting. Bul thero i na other species in which this
relationship is g0 wnstable; no other species cam s peadily move from
one “matural” kabiiaf 0 snother: no oiber ccalene systomatically
alters ils habdtat on sach a grandiose scale as it gocs along,

Clearly we have 10 assume thal the varicties of mcizl dierentistion
which ase currenily observable in Man have been broughi abost in the
past by ihe operatson, sither singly or in combination, of ihe various
genernlly recognised “forces of cvolution™ which apply to all species—
e muation. sehection, gene Now, gemetic diift, But we have to appreci-
aite that in the case of Man ihke envisonmental sonsext within which
theie foroes operate is ussiabde to o quite ursque degren. AL the present
time nearly all haman kabitats are man-made rather than satural and
we dio 50t really know what has been adapied to what,

Mest lenbooks of physical anthropology cile examples of cureme
cnses where i seems reasonable to suppose thet the present humar
ecologscal sifuntion Bas becn wlable for a sefficenily long pericd 10
have had ecasily identifiable consequences for the local inhabitasis.
Thus the eall spare boady structune of (hs Hamitic poophes of the Soulbem
Sudin, which mavimises the ratio of skin serfac: 1 body weight, books
like an adaptation fo @ dry hot climste, Bul il ssch comelations arc
valid a1 all. the original cawsal feedback relationship between environ:
menl and haman physique are unlikely to have been wimple. The
anhabatants of dry hol savasmahs are not all tall and sbender,

hiﬁ:mﬂuﬂmnsmm,mmwﬂlmm
a number of altsrmative posishle chains of causation, and it becomses
Empesaible 1o asseri with any confidence how far “culiure™ does of
doei not enier into the sequence. Consider the following example.

A widely favoared theory amsong phisscal anthropobopivs w thad
fair skin among the inhabitants of Monb-west Europe is a long-term
adapiation 1o cloudy skies and a cool climate. The Emited sunligha
fiads it advasilageaus (o mansmise ihe shsorpaion of vilamsin I through
eapased surfaces of the skin. The somewhat disconcerting fact thay
mary of the arctic pooples who spend six months of the year in 1he
dark have quite dark skins is then explained by 5 counler argumcni
ikat, = 2 protection from smow blindness, Eskimess pesd daskily
pigmented cyes and the melanin content of the eye is governed by 1he
same genetic mechanism o poverms the pigmeniation of the skin

The foregoing theory ignoses cublural influences, exceps possibly
that it presumes that all ik popalations concormed are filly clothed,
bt in an alernative verslon cultaral influcnce it prominend. According
to ks second view ibe relacively dark pigmentation of the arctic
peoples is ancient and s ied with an adapeation 10 a vitamin [
rich diet of meat profein amd fish which wai presunsably normal for ol
inhabitants of Morth-west Burope and cven Soulhern Ewrape at all
periods prior to about 9000 no, Over the mest five milllennia the
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w i human dispersal over the carth’s surface and 10 contribute
o ke fect thal, duplleﬂ'u:.dllpuul,wem.lnms-parﬂ.

The negative side of thai argumend is that physical enviroamenis
which are indestructible by fire would maximise 1he stability of kal
human popullatiors. We might expect therefore that the mint highly
specialised racial groups of man would be found in enviroaments whath
canmol be devadaled by fir, e exceptionsally humid rain Foresi,
aermi-descrtd, arctic undra. In cnadely morphalogical (as disting from
jencis:) berms this proposilios ore of hess Gits the observable facts

In mose rocent disses other cultural facloss Besides fire have become
increasisgly relevasi in 1k comimuous inseraction bhetween Mam and
his eavironmend but the pesernl implicaidon is similar,

In recent mnillennia the circumstznces which are necessary for a
kaman pogulation 1o schieve loag-term stability in refation o it
phiveical environment have become inorcasingly rare. With innm'rlﬁ
frequency, changes in population demsity have boen cormelated wit
radical cultural imnovalions which bave conlinucaisly altered the averall
physical conlext.

The general tendemcy has bosm for ibe scale of politbeal umits 1o
incroase and For baper and larger numhers of individuals 1o be brought
into ssociation through prads and in oiber ways,

The combinstion of population increase and cultural inmovation has
nearly always stimulated as incroxse im the territorial movemnent af
individuals mway from conditions of economic scarcity amd towards
centres of cocomomic prosperity. As in the much carlier phenemeson of
primeval nomadism, the neulling “Brownian movessent” of human
beings has tended 4o mavimise human dispersion and minissie the
total separation of human populasons. Wik the passage of history the
remizing of panially separsied populstions has beem continuous and i
still accekesnning,

‘This does not mean ihat ike evolution of ike spocies had comse Do &
Hmwinhm.wﬂmnﬁﬁmfmﬂwm:
genetic adapeation continwes. Far example. we must assuns: that ushan
environments. mechanically procoused dicts, asd the selective (bul nt
timsct highly «#icient) medical care which mow constitede the nosmal
living space of bumdeed of millioas of members of the homan species
wre all exercising some sort of evolutiosary pressure on the populations

Here again, and in an eouireme form, buman cultaie is a pan of ihe
humman coosystem bo which mankind is adapting, (sough of course we
have ma real idea what |Tpmummwm kv long-term
cansequentes are llely 10 be,

Bul im amy case all ibe parameters ihat are likely 1o be involved in
mhmhﬂmbmwwhhmﬂﬂm
to sec how any further tendency fowards sub-ipecistion could be
ooourring anywhere. The development of commaunication
sysbems of all kinds, which i one of the most sireking feadores of con-
semnporary human coliure, has measi thei even the most iwolated
humas populations are mhqﬁrmnduiﬁlltﬁl.l': reat. This
implies that, 10 & depree that is unprecedented sinee the
dmm;tm#wﬂmhutﬂmm
breeding population.

Mwmlm1mmwmhlhmmﬂm
urbas secicly throughost the world which qwhempihgw

ssh-species. differentiation. From the viewpaint of modern
medicine any biological variety in the humnan constitulaan it 2164 &5 an
“abmormality” and any beroditary abnermality b raned 55 0 Vdiexse.
Medical policy is therdfore direstad rowasds eliminating the sbnormality
by ing ke breoding potestial of “carriers of the divease™.
Propagands in these areas i nod vel 1007 effective bt the istenlson i
ear, Any genetic development that might bead 1o an incrrase in facial
diversity is to be deplared and should, so far ad possible. be ehimisated,

This kind of seli-conscious. scienlific anxiely 1o preserve the integrity
of the species im s presest form i bkely #0 have ibe effect that from
mow an we shall ¢valve as a torad species rather than as a set of partially

inhalle maos.

Bt i consldering the phenomenon of mcial differenes as we observe
il af i presend time, we anc conoerned with the past miher than the
fuduge, What did happen in the past? Man's coliare has alsays been o
part of his adaptive environment and it s only resonable 1o suppose
that it bad a bearing on bow he evolved in the first place.

For examphe, Man evenywhene cooks his food. The
evidencs suggedts, bui does mot prove, that he has donc 50 for & very
lomg time indeed. Cooking is a cullural activily. Whes hard presed,
&ven modern men can survive on raw Food: imdeed it maght sometimes
be better for them if they did. Mem conk ibsir food o show themsehves
that they are men: cooking i what mee do, # differentisies them from
nsere beati. So wha?

Well there is the long-sanding and continuing debate among the
phyical asbgopologivis between the “lunipers™ and the “spliner™
aboul the relationship of modern Man (e, Mome sapiens since 50,000
we) o his foedl predecesors. The culfeic “Rimpsr™ view freati
Mo saplens as @ species wilh a hitosy of zround a millios years, in
which specialised morphological forma such as Pitecanriropus erechu,
Simanriropus pekinemiis. Home seonderibalonsy were umply transient
maces (sub-spocics). The extreme “splitier™ view is that Meanderthal
Man and modern Man were scparate species and thal Neandeathal
Man disippeired because he was wiped out by invading hondes of his
SUPETHIF SUCCERIOTE,

As Buetines-Jnnusch {1966 : 151} points oul. ibe kase & essentially
2 “dilemma of interpretation™. The view that ‘lh:r:ﬂmﬂnf
Meanderthals in Europe by mrﬂluhﬁ#ﬂfﬂmm
conditioned by a highly anthropocentnie atituds towards hum
evolution™. a kind of racial prejudice which makes olberwise very
semsible sciontists reluctant 1o believe that they could ikemsclves be
chosely related 1o people with faces like those atinbuled bo (b Clasis:
Nm'uﬁl.;.hﬂ'ﬁhi:h.bg our modern standards, were bestzal (Birdsell,
1972 : 28
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Cenainly | kave no professanal com peience 1o judge on ikese maiters
ibough | Aote with inberedt thal Birdsell (pp. 281-2) holds that ike Nean.
denthakers stood perfeetly croct and that “there is Ettle reason to douba
that these carly Eusopeans were intelboctually as bright as present-day
s

Anyway the archacological evidencs is that if we take the lumpers'
chasiafication, all the more recent variclics of Moo sopio, iscluding
Pekin Man and Meanderthal Man, cooked their feod. The
img Fossil evidenoe s that over & very fong period ikere has been a
pegEciaive Batlcning of the human (boe and & reduction of the hrow
ridges, & l-h:hmuldbnarupmhnlhmmlqhhg
mussculature of the jaw, This in turn could be a long-berm: sdapiaticn
mrz steady replacesnent of raw (hard-ough) food by cooked (soll)

Here then is o possible example of the isfluencs of o sniversal cultural
trar (coaking) on @ universal morphalogesl chasacier of 1k madem
specics (the Natiemed face)

There kave boen all sorts of other speculations on similar lines,
Language is 3 cultural phenomenon. 1t is alio a species-specific peeuli-
arity of Mas, The evolugion of the sapacily fo speak and i decods the
speech of others & pan of the basic penclic history of mankind, bet it
was clearly also part amd parcel of 1he culiural evalution of mankind.
Wye have no idea how it book place,

These have hoen dorems of theories on the whjest amd sew onet
purn i every few manths. | porscnally find them all equally implausshls,
et chearly the evolation of the morphology of (ke human 1hros and
meouth amd ears and associaied arcas of the brain far beem “interdepend-
onl wigh™ the evoludion of Buman culbiure,

Incadentally. there & no evidence tha “rece dilferencs™ caters imio
this complex i any way. Individual children vary gresiiy in the gapidity
and seesracy with which they scquire a linguistic competence bt all
exiiding human langeigs scem 10 be cqually easy to acquire in this
Wﬂrpﬂhﬁﬂmm1wﬂlmﬂlrﬂwhwmnq-h
difficult for all individuals regardiess of thei

Touhﬂnrqhmrncﬂudfmmmhnmin—r
implications. Recent East African excvalions suggest ihas, even i we
mﬂlh'lﬂﬂﬂﬂ"khd'ﬂmmﬂﬂlmﬂ|m
varicty of pre.sgpicas hominids of immenss antiquily (hal were tool
users. Man's anceviors were pressmably betier at it than the others.
The making ard wie of iools is clearly cudivml, But ke
fior evalution may kave been physical. Man's upright stance and the
structure of his Band may well be an adaptation o an envirosmes
which includes Man's culiural wse of ools and weapoms.

Al this is & Kind of Jusi-So Siory, Neanderibal Man and his ancestors
are na losgeer with us and all ststemeats about ther culieral behaviour
are 997 pure guciswork. What about the mces of moderm Mas?

As my earlier aside abost the Yellow Wogesil was suppossd o
indicate, my personal ssumption & that the whole comiempomey
heman popalation & 5 continsum which cin by scpmented in any way
thal is convendent. There are no objective hard ke boundasics hetween
oms “race” amd another. Clismifications which distinguish %0 or meme
contemporary raccs of Man ase ju umwmulmm
ditinguih oaly three o four, Meverthebess, as vivmal polar types,
cam cleary be seen to exi. .tkhhlhﬁlﬁu-dlrlmmmﬁﬂf
diffcrent from a West African Megro. However trivial the arigin of
deﬁmmmamwwmmm
GIENIBENCE 15 CrRoTmOoU,

I have slready made ihs point that ccmain culural universal—
runhnp-.p:.llh:md‘hmkhs.lh: use ol 1ok—may have
had an infleence om the ovolution of Men considered as a unple spoces.
15 \Bere amthisg thal can be welully said about the influence of cultural
particulars of the evolution of racil differences

The fundamenial point ki ket we ksow exremcly lidla aboul the
origin of such differences. People have dark skin, o fair skin, or “vellow™
akim because some af their ancesions in the past have been members of
populatians whone it was genetically advantageous 1o have moee of ks
melanin or mofe of less carotene pigmsentation. Fet no one undersiands
ibe details of such sebection. And. ai | indicated carier in this paper
{jp. 00, evem ifl we postulate an immediste “cause” for the incroase ar
decrease in pipmentation we siill cannot be sure of the sequence of
gvemts. Part of the adaplation may be “natural”, pari “cultural™,

Theosics, such as thowe which | have cited already, which explain
fals skis 65 & response o vitamin D debiicncy, at kas have the merit
ikar they are sociclogically neutral Ia contra, the folk mytholagy of
macial crigims is imvariably rooted in prejudics, The prejudios alnays has
ihmal.t'-lh::;::nﬂ'ufrd:pmntnfpnhnnrbm Skin cobour
in pamicular ix mined up with moral padgemenis ahow mudmy,
memhmmotmm{hﬁumﬂnmbh&

Explarations of skin colour defference approprisic 10 European
imperialist aspirations have been proposed for cemtunies, They slan
from the position that it i in the natere of things that fair skinned men
should he the rulisg asmuioerats. Civilised man protects his delicnte
wrlﬂnhnh'mﬂn:ﬂnhﬁ savapes wear no clithes and get burnd

in the tropical sun. AR sorts of peeudo-scimtife versions of this thesis

It cerlainly cowld be the cade that. if the refation between culbure and
enviroames] were locally stable over a very bong time, clodhing cowld
bave adapiive somseguenes for the dovelopment ol racial difference.
For gxasaple it seemns comanon semse 1o ssppose thal Man has only
been able to make 8 special physical sdzptation to amctic corditions
{in the form of the shor, heavily buih, dark-skinned physaque of 1Bhe
Eskimi) because hie was abio able to e (he sking of acte: animals as
dlathing to provide himsell with an efficient beat insulation.

But the wearing of clothes is a much less universal caltural anribute
of Man than ke cooking of food and it docs not comelate with climate
i &t all the way onc might cxposl.

Strasge 4 M0 may seem, the mow eulinel mhabitani of Terra del
Fucpo wesl naked even in exbreme arclic temperaturcs; somse ol the
Berker and Arab populatioss of the Sakar are among ihe mast haavily
chothed people to be fousd amewhere.
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What aboul died T The most general poing bere is that man is potenii-
adly almost esmnivorous. In almest amy epveronment here i% an enca-
minies varesty of plants, animals, insects, birds, fish, reptiles, from which
Man can derive saiifactory nourishmend if e choosc 1o do o, 1 is
invariably the case 1kt bv pracrioe human populations comsume only
a very limited selectbon of these possible foods, The disifnetion between
whal is rated as “food™ and what is raled as "not-food™ is 8 cfural
distinction. The socisl preudicss that are imolved are commonly
ennemely strong and reinforced by all sorts of religions sanetions.

Chearly the overall combinaiion of food preforances and focd wboos
in any given environment adds up 1o 3 polroble diel—otherwise the
populstion would not survive at all Bet most culterally determined
diets are medically unsatifactory. Throughomt the humsan specics a
preat vaniety of deficiency discases are the indirest conseguence: of
failing 1o inke sdvantage of resownces readily avadlabie in the kocal
enviroamenl. In so far a5 such discases affect human fertidity and 1he
prospects of infam survival, and in so far as resistance 1o these discascs
is affected by penetic faciors which may be more prevalent in some
populstzons rather than others, then dist and distary deficiency may
contribute o “racial™ schoction.

Am even mere obvious way in which calioral prejedices might be
thaught to influence racial dilfferentistion is through customs selating
1o mating bebavicur, bet the fscts bene ane by no means as simple as
safie profossional physical asihsopologiss soem to imagine,

Certzinly it seems likely thas im the remots pail, when most of fhe
humaen populsibon consisted of small basds of hunters and collectors
widely dispersed scrowthe map, the effective breeding isclate was
usually very small. Even today there are culturally specislised aamaidic
groups of hunber-collectors where kit is broadly speaking ibe case,
Muﬂélhwmﬁundmllhnﬁnrmﬁﬁni;mhww
rase, But ik pesitic conssquences of inbecedimg ame not mecessarily
restricted 10 tesriomally Molated closed growgs of ihés san.

Throughout the world thess is a great variety of socksties which, in
anz way or another, expreis o marked preferonoe for ke marrage of
first gousims. This costrast wiih their cwn moral valses hes apset a
numsher of European scientists who have gone 1o comsiderabls lemgths
te ey 10 demsonstiase that sach customs musr Bave debelerious genetic
consequences. Some preado-swicntific racialist theorists kave developed
ikis iheme and appear i assen the proposition thar ke laferarity of
savages derives from the fact that they marry their close kin, while 1he
superiority of Nosthern Esropears siems froms the fact that they dio ned.
The issue ia less araightforeard |

Im penciicably all human popatations that we know of children are
browght up fo believe in 2 discrimination between “people like us”
and “peaple ned like us”. The cascgory “peophe like us™ is then furiber
sub-divided inlo sub-calegories ssch as “friends™, “ememies”, “kin™,
“affiemes”, “mon-kin™. Similarly, “people ser ke w8 Gan be divided
into such caegomes a3 “srvants™, “daves™ sirsngers”, “lords™.
Within such clusters of calcgonics and sab-categaries ihe formation of
brevding pairs is closely circumacribed by cullural conventions, Many
“pensable” combinations arc vetoed outright as “incestsous” or “socislly
OUErEESOUST, A ENEA enay nod manry his sisier, A free man docs not
marry his slave. Bt marriage and copulition are ned the same thing!

If peeple really ndhered to the hresding conventions that their custom-
afy nules seom to imply then there would be marked “racial™ conse-
quenges, For enample, in societies in which & hierarchy af
owsership has already it s very commmon 1o cmcoanier
social comventions which sould, in tkeory, make the property owming
maling class an inkred minoiiy withis the lrger whole. In many ciscum-
itances the bife prospects of the children of these “aritocmts” are
greates than lbase of the children of “commonors™, and it is casy 1o
envisape leal-type modeh i which the aristocrats st he lop would
come to form & breed apart, Sinco aristocrats are likely o be hetier
fied tham thesr neighbowrs, and will, is nuny cases. befleve that ihey are
imsdord “a race apart of divine caigin” il is nol surprigsing that early
ethmagraphic reports al reenote peoples Bave often iacluded the assertion
Mﬁeuwﬁumuwmﬁzﬂhn&unmﬂm
they ruled.

Genuine ethmographic sitastices of this son bave ceraindy existed,
and in same cases can still be direcily observed, but 1 am extremely
doubiful whether a phenotypical distimction such as this, applicable to
& whole social class, could be the resuli of the kind of secial imbreeding
to which I have refeseed, Most of the penuine examples are indood
known i be the historical outcome of military conguest or jhe mass
impariation of foreign slives ot a relstively rocent date. The inbreeding
of socmal classes is a genuine phenomenon, ndecd @ could almost be
sasd 1o b marmal. bl he breeding populniion ibay is thercby catablished
s only an “isolate™ to a very partial degree.

Rugtes of incest and coswventions of endogamy vary greatly Betwesn
ane sockety and amoiber and even within dilferen segments of the same
political systom. But whatever the nules may be, breaches of thowe nales
are exiremely frequent. Mo biclogist should imagine that elhnographic
saziements an be used as a basis for biological gencalogics. Many
years a0 the celcbrated Bronislaw Malinowski reporied of 1he Trobs-
and [Elenders that they regubasly maamied their father's shier™s daughier:
a subssquent investigator msnsped 1o discover only one such marrizgs
im a list of several hundred! That perhaps is rather an exvireme example
Bl it corlainly can be siid of marrage conventions in general that any
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tendency io genelic specialing lion whach is being reinforced by the“rules™
i all the time being dissipated by “irreguiar undons” which produce a
p:-al-:rwgmmewupmiu which the rules in themselves
posukatg,

The dovan ehansii of a major population sub-divided inta a hierariy
of sub-divisions. each rigidly endogamous within itself, i Hindu Indis
with s caste order. If foomal caste males were always obeyed ihey
would gencrate matkod racial distinetions. Casies are sspposed to be
strictly éndogamous within themselves; castes have widely differimg
dictary cuosss which are likely 1o produce differontial rates of survivall
and so on Funhermore, in some paris of India, e groups living o
meighboars in ke same ocovironment give & sapeehcial appesrasce of
being mosphologically daflierent, asd in soms cxses the genuine character
of these alleged dilfesences is supposed 10 have been establithed by the
sciendific Enestigations of local physical ambropologits, Biolegits
meed 1o e i in ikeir luation of such evid I imdecd
there nre defocinblie diflon of age phenilype b [t
of Indizn caste groups which are clasely reisdens in the same neighbour-
hood then it seems undikely tkal thew differences weore “caused™, in
any smple sense, by caste conventions of marriage and cndagamy.

The only named casie group which i ta be found throughoul Iadia
{5 the ome which, in terms of meral purily, stands at the top of the social
hicrarchy, namely the cast: of Brahmies. Bmhmins are undes mach
pumw;mmwhuplnlkrlhlhnln}mebﬁlfhhﬂlm
im gt adbered 1o their own rules in a consistent way over Lhe centuries
they would all now be fair skinned noriberners. Thai being so, South
Indizn Brahming oaght 1o stxnd out ai recially quite distingd from the
short-statured, dark shinned gemeral population. Buf in fact thi is not
w0, Brahmiss in South India look like other South Indsans; Brahedns
in Nonh india kook like olber Mogth Indians.

The Jews provide snother sriking cxample of the same kind of thing.
Jewith cultural prescripthons concernimg mating are very cuplicat. Jews

amaiher, The argument fuss rooghly as follows:

Maost comtemposary humsn socicties of subsiantial poliical scale are
socially stracified with a ruling class a8 1he top and a working class at
1k botiom, Culiural factoss of vasious kinds operate in such a way thal,

i & relatively high degree of social mobality, upper
pend (o mate with upper class females, lower class males
cless fomales. Any gescte deffercnce between the upper
class eonsidered 55 10as] pepulations will tend 1o b

orced by thin patesm of inbreeding so that, in dus course, the
myikalogy which saintains that the ruling class arc of & daffenent
superior) “breed™ from thoss they nale comes to be true.

The “supeniority”™ part of the anpameni resis on he proposigion that
wuhdity™ is o peneral quality which applics 1o all social comeats and is
mﬁlfmnﬂbdinmqﬂnﬁﬁmm.ﬁmﬂlhllkhm
that wherever there are conslraints operating against completely madom
social mohility it will. by and large, be the *mosd able™ individuals who
will find their way to the top, Hence the inbrooding upper class will
conafilule an agmtocmcy in which the pers paal conteins an exceplions
ally high concenimtion of the genétic clemsents wiich contribute to bigh
ahility. 18 then follows that the dr facre heredisary maling class ase the
Ihesr peophe 1o comtitate & ruling clas becasse they ane the “moed able™
people anyway,

The eircularity of ihe argument is seadily demonstrsed by terming i
ugrade down. I we assume from the stan ihat the euisting ruling class
are those wha have the genetically derived chamclenstics
to a ruling class and you then give thew chamcioritics ke label "l
legence™ ar “abdlity” it is not very surprising be find that, a1 the end of
a bat o statistical fiddling, you ase shie 10 show that “high intelligenee™
{ibus defimed) bt a sipnificant correlation with high powlica = the
social class hicraschy!

The lagical nos sequiurs in the anpumenl are very sumerous and |
find it rather deprewing that numerows eminent Frofeors of Educa-
tional Paychology seom o be unabls 8o recognise what thoy are.

However ihe point of my references to the Brahmans and e dhe
Jews and bo the gypsics is simply that if this kisd of argument palpably
doesn's wark 041 i cases where the inbeveding convestions are explicit
and where one is booking for clearly recogedsable physical charscteristics

EEgiegd
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which are quite definitcly penetically determined, one needs Lo be parti-
cularky suspicious of evidence in which the inbreeding conventions are
mal explicil and the characiers under disoussion, e.g. “ability™, “imielli-
genee”, are of mosl underlaim hereditability, and are defined by highly
subjoctive crileria anyway.

Rules of endogamy and rales calling for marriage betwoen close kim,
il obeyed. would lead to the formation of quite small breeding isolates.
But amother mating custom which might have racial implications is
polygyny. Palygyny i kighly esteemed im a greal variely of socielies
and in some dircumslancet s camed o extremss. There are wedl
estahlished indtances of political leaders whie hawo counted their winves
and comcuhines by scores and oven hundreds, and of sngle individuals
wha have died leaving several hendred direct offipring. Cleardy if the
enale i1 were dhe bearer of a rase peoctic clemneml (bocauss off
a matation of bodauss the individaal concemmsed is himscll the offipring
af parests who ane in some way abnofmal in relation Bo the local
populaiion) there s the possibilty here of a highly non-random and
extremely rapid spread of he chasacieristic In queston throsghous ihe
hreading ialsie,

Mot texthooks of physical lmhmpohn' soom Lo lmpl:r thai ihe
phenomenon of son-random dispersal of genetic elements ([ gemetic
drift} could only operate in & significasi fashion if the breeding kolates
involved were numerically very small. It is also commonly argued that
because the humam Efe cycle i such that there are only about four
genemdions io a cenfury, the dispersal of & genetic innovation muost
always be cxocedimgly sbow. Henoe it is inferned that obsorved abnormali-
ties amd discontinuities in gene frequencics across the map should
nearly always be attributed e local selection rather than 1o other
evodutianary forces such as mutation of genctis drif

1 persosally da mot really doubt than tha i probably (he case, bal it
docs appear thal whersver polygyny b an citsblished cuitom (bese
assumpteons nead 1o Be gualifed. Polygyny oould be the cause of rapld
distortions in asticipated gene frequency distributioss.

Owne Further point before [ leave this complex subject, Cenelicisis
commeonly argese that close inbreeding im any mormal popalation mast,
on halance, have deleteriows effects. | am famdliar with the arguments
bast empirical evidenoe soems fi shaw that at least in some circamsiances
seboctive pressurcs must have a countervailing effect.

Wi do mot readly know a greal deal abou daflerential haman
o & wirkd wide bain, bul (hefo and corlain corers of the world whers
the Folk expoctatsan i that (he mormal Hic span & misch greater 1ban
ar ewn comventional “ikree score years and 1er”. Hepores of healthy
and virle old genilemen msouninineerisg in ihe Cavcavus at the age of
120 nwimmily evoke & certrin amount of soeplicism among mone pany
meoriaks, buit there does scem to be o ol of very comvincing evidence
thal as far as ity i comoomed. some of ke healthicit and mo-t
vigorous sirains of hurmanity anywhere in the world are to be found in
the bonderlassds of Russia, Turkey, lram and Iraq.

The heatody of 1his fogeon, o Far &5 0 b8 recoverabde, sugpens 1hay
the sdapestion of man 1otk envircament in the wilder mountsin aress
has been stable cver at least 3000 years and it is thes reasonsble o
suppose that the pattern of culture which we can now observe in this
region has also undorgone vory litile champe. With that background in
mind it i of inbeseil 1o male thal in thes part of 1he warld the declared
customary preferencs fior marrying a firstl cousin is actuslly put isio
practeze with quite excepteonally high frequescy.

What ome shiusld make of this | do not know. The Kurds have been
a trial and tribulation i their political neighbowrs ever since the days
of the Bblical Medes and Persians bul their obsesional desire 1o
marry 1beir father’s sister’s daughter seems 1o have done them no great
bialogical harn!

That coanchsdes my dicusshon of possible cultaral inflossses on the
development of mcial dilference. 1 will be soen that 1 have qualified
every slatement, | da not keew For cenaln that culiare has ever influenced
izl sdapeation in man, Bu thet i mot simply mey deficiency. Al
common sense explanations of racial sdaptation are almost certainly
false if considered ax peneralisations; and unfostunately the professsonal
sientist i equally at sea. At the genctic lovel 1Be scienlisgs have been

IH: 1o -pmduu phmbh uphmmm lnr the apgarent conmelation
and the inei-

Race o o cultural concrpt

But now let me meave (o the other log of ey argumsent, So far [ kave
been talking about how far culteral factors may have contrhuted to
actual racial differemees in man. Now | sant to discuss how far caliural
factors kave inflecneed the development of the “concept™ of race xx
such, ﬂllwm:rtnﬂlwﬂpmﬂu.humhwmdﬁml
degroes of objectivity and iherefose of “iranshatability”. I you are
IF¥ENE b3 Comvey ﬂ‘:ﬂ:ﬂlln[ul‘ H'h:m\dﬂm“nnl’mpn whia

and give it 2 name. But racE i not a word of 1hat sort; thene is no
class of material “thing'” in the world-out-there ko which it can readely
be mltncked as & means of identification. Neverthebess thii kind of word
pays an important part in all naleral baguspes. The word e, s
Englith, belongs 1o the class of “category words™, words like “kind™
or “sort” or Yclae™ or “iype” o “variey™ or “specles”, or, indeed,
“category™ el The historical ciymology of wech words is ofien
significant. Far cxamsple English bisd B related 1o German kind, 8
child. and 10 English kindred, pelsiives. Things which are of one kiad
are intercannected by multiple ties as in & famdly., In the language of
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the Kachins of Nosth Hurma, asong whom 1 was ance engaged in
pelogical flebdwark, the equivabent of English “kind

mmzm IF, for cxansple. | wastod 1o ask “What kind of tree is this 77,
or “What kind of bird b this 7 1 Bad 10 ask whal wes il aopu, Now
the base meaning of the word anipu s whal anthropologids call a
patrilineage, & collectivity of persoss wha trace descent from a common
amcestor through maks lmnks anly, S0 il would scom that the English
amd ihe Kachins have a different ulismate eossepison of bow things in
the workd showld be somed out: the English hamp things together bocause
they are “kinds”, related 10 one snother in 3 network Bl nol noscnly
descended from n single commion “ancestor, The Ksckan divisnans of
the woeld are much sharper. “ikings” are rchited 10 one asother in
scpmuntary hierarchical trees like boasical species in o formal sysiem

af Lisnssan asonomy,

Hugrarchy, im this sense, is thai employed by Euler, the more inclusive
calcpory “emcompasses” the kess. Thus im bolamioal axonomy, an
evder of plants encompasses a number of families, & family sncompasses
a nuesher of penera. & pen cnoompasises a nember of species, @ specier
encompasics A number of rarietier. Botanists would like 1o believe that
the segmentation of their hicrarchical tiee reflects the actmal histarical
evalstion of the indspendent spesics, bul 1 wlility of the tavanosiy is,
for most parposes. quite independemt of whether the postulaied
"&m‘d‘MrmﬁudnﬁwmmmmUw

Tltumtpnmphlppluhn “folk-tnxomomiss™ of all kinds, Their
uiilily does not depend upon how sccorately or inaccwmiely they
reflect the histarical Facts of evolution.

Caiegory weords such as | have been discussing bere are commonky
rooted j& asalogy. | have given two cxamphes. English kiad derives
from a kinshép network analogy; Kachin angw derives from a unilineal
descent growp mnalogy; but there are many other podahilitics. For
examphe, English closs carries with it a strong ovenone of rank onder,
may purpont to be “newieal™ bul a3 scan as 1be
mdmmphud.murh 1, 3, 5. .. an implication of
supesiarity and inferiosity creeps in. A'Full'_"h.-.m:huﬂm
a Third Class degree: he Registrar Ceneral™s Social Class [ is not cmly
different from, i is superior 10 Social Class [V, and 0 on. On the

!

ary definivion is that & race is “a group of persons or animak or planes
commected by comman descent . - . penin or specics or varicty of animals
or plants | In.uﬂm'whm mxnd the kmxico=
mnmmﬂdlnﬂmlmﬂh LerTm aniyy
and by the hicrarchical classification of taditsonal Linsscan betsnical

The poini of thiv cbeervation is that, \kroughout the world, kier-
archical. scpmentary clisifications of this rece-omyu type are very
comman; falk taxonomies everywhere very frequently s the sepmensl-
asy higrarchy of (human) unilineal descent groups av & model 1o comvey
m&:ﬂmmmmmm"ﬁwm

Hierarchical “trees of descont™ of his kind were developed long

m.dlrﬂbmmmumwvw hierarchy for the
categarisation of ihings and sposics embady the ddea that the more
restricied. more specialised, cwtegonics are “descended from™ the
mwﬂdnwm-plhmm bl b

the “umilinesl deicent system™ sinscture of q-,-u-mhuuhlcilhﬁ
“maneer of speaking”™ prosupposes i3 an extremely bad approsimaie
mhhmmwlﬂﬂlmmmm

Darwin, post-Mendel, evolistionary thoary) specios anc supposed to be
dilferestiated through time,

Bt the most serious confusion of all arises from the ciecumitance
that whiseas siiendific torminology tries i be precise, soce, in common
i@, 5 an eulresnely peneral lerm which can be used for any " pens,
of $pecies of varicty of animal or plants”. Such vagueness aulomalically
precludes any sericus discrimination betwoen the notion of specier
and ibe notion of waricty,

But modern Man is, withour sny gueition st all, just ong
Mlmatlh!mhumluﬂrymlnhmh
constitulion.

|Fﬂm1lrﬂmﬂmi1kaﬂi'dmnurz.rmdd|m“
eefier oaly to & " Broad” or “@ock™ or “sub-species” (i.e asin ihe e
of the Yellow Wagtalki mentiomed a1 the beginning of this paper, races.
mmmmwmdimmﬂutﬂamhw
to interbreed). But. unfortunately, “‘common wage™ keads ondinary
people to think that different maces of man ase different species ralber
than different subospecier and bence that croscbeeeding betwees inds-
viduals of differont racial stocks is somehow contrary b0 nElsre,

THlmhuuu.mqm_ddhym Judaco-Christian background

of enoat Europeans. In tke world at a whole, hierurchical taxonomies of
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the “race™ type . . . for example the Kachin we of amow which | have
mmm...umﬂrmmmwmnumﬂtymn
sevogamous groups, The basic rele is that *1 shall nor mate with a
member of my own ‘race’ (dewcest group)”, Exceptionally, in Semitic
cubiuges—aol which the Lsraclites of the Old Testament were an exansple
—“races” (descent groups) are cedogamous and the basic rule is that
'E_ﬂ[lmmhﬂhlwiﬂmlm#m:mdqm
Moot European cultures lack undlineal descent groups of any kind,
either exogamous or emdogamous, ba they have all been heawily
influenced by the ideodagy of the Old Testamenl amd thess is everywhere
a deep-rooted beliel that, for religious reasoss, we sugh? 1o male only
with members of “our own kind™. Christian sects, whether of the
“right"” or of the “le” have a strong iendency towards endogamy.
Catholics marry with Calholics ; Qeakers with Quakers,
T is importand to approciate that aif religious prguﬁmﬂl'lutm
are racial in their implication, and vice versa that alf mce
are religious. The set of values which makes many white skinsed English
nationals feel than these is something immoral or unnatural abow a
member of 1be “while Face” mating with a mamber of o “black™ or
“browa™ of “yellow” race has religsous rather than psychological rooss,
This poses an kiviorical question. How universal is race prejudics T
Hon-mticeal religivus evalastions cocur in all human societies; how
oftien do they include evalustions about race T The answer o that
question could have physical as well 3 social implications, |rmuu
discriméinxtion om (ke basis of skin or heir codous or other “obvious™
phsical chamcieristic has frequently cocurred fs the past, and over
of lime, il is possible that, in some cases al leass,
I}mmm;wldiﬂhuhﬂthurih:hhhdmah

ruling Sultan, were technically of slave statm. Likowie, for seversl
cenilisnies priod bo 1400, dark skisned Moor were politically dominand
Mmrﬁnm&ﬁﬁm&mlmﬂmlmm.
Later, when the political position was reversed. and Hemry the Mavigatar
began toimpont Megro slaves into Poriugal in subsiantial sunvhers, the
slaves were assimilaled isdo dhe local populxiion wiibhout sny obvious
symmptoms of “colour-bar”. When Shakewpeare introduced a colows-
har theme isle Othello he was exprosiing the values of Englasd ag ibs
cnd af the 181k Cemiury rather han of Ronaissance laly.

What | am argaing here is simply a follow-up of what | said in ihe
previous section. ls any heman sockty im which social stratification
mlulﬂIl“ﬂm1hﬂthﬂmmﬂhmi
over an underpeivileged working class, the ruling class i likely to
develop mating patterns which would have the elfecs—il they were
cortlently Followed - dlmihmbﬂ:nflhinghﬁjnwu
inbred arstooracy, incipiently *a mce apart”. The evidence suggeus
that, in practoc. dach endopamous convenlbons do mot have any
ohviowm practical «ffocl; in one way or another 100 mamy indhdduals
mluiﬂﬁﬂhﬁﬂ%nﬂmhuﬂ—i.r_m
1 & convertion thal the aristocracy shondd be endogamous—we
banve o potential seadbed fior race pagiudace.

Whether thar potentisl becomes sctusl dependi on further factors
which mone of s fully undersiand, The probabalitics socm B0 be that if,
on aoeount of some recent patiern of immigration, ar other hisiorical
cinusmsiances sech os slavery, eolonisation, or comquest. any sshstan-
tial section of ihe subordizate working class growp is readsly distinguish-
able in appeamnce from their nelers—either because of customs con-
cernimg clothing or becanse of real physics] difference—iSen that visible
subordizate group is likely to become the wrget of race prejudase an
the part of 1he rest of the society. The social fusction of the prejudics,
which may of may nod be Tully perceived by those who exereise i, is
1o inhibit the wocial mohility of those againd whom the peejudice is
directod and to cnsure thal they remain an ideniifishle group “at ik
bottam of the sack™.
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Amatomical difference is & convenient rather 1than a necessary com-
ponent of race prejudice. There have been many historical instances in
which the focus of hostility was o difference of custom rather than a
*real” difference of plysdque, such as skin colour. Bat in any situation
of race prejudice, the esseniis] kb is always that 1 subandinate group,
which is to be deprived of the full social rights of “poople like us”,
consitutes “a breed apart™. I it 5o happens that the members of the
group in question actually look differens physically than this provid
a focus feady made and makes it all the exsier 10 preserve the prejudice.

Whetker the prejudice eventually dissipates itself ihrough social
Enlegration or i perpetuatod indefinitely from generation 1o geséramion
dependy on ibe structuse of the social sysiem s & whale raber than
on the comtinwed exiviene of any vidible stipma. The burakuwin of
Japan kave been treated a8 a racr apant and confined to & gheito fype
existence for well over & thossand years, but they keok no different
from amyone else.

Compared with that déwmal sory our own rocent social history
sugpests o mone fvoumnble progross, Contrary (o0 our own wlf image
‘we are a mosd intolerant society and the pessodic suthursts of
tlicn against Jews and “aliens™ of all kinds do us no cradit at all. But
ibsire have botn a number of occasions during the past 300 years when
Loadon, in particular, contaimed buge visible *colosred™ populations
which were seenporarily the obiect of venomous discrindnsisan, The
fact that in mes cases these groups somehow disappeared afier a fow
decedes is encoursging. Mose recent histary paints in ihe ssme direction,
Twice during the past century there has boen a large influx of popalation
from Poland and ke former Balise states inte Gineal Britmin. The first,
al the end af the 191h Conlary, was maialy Jewib and For fifly years the
social problems cosnected with their sssimilation was pereeived by the
ﬂaﬂuh&ulpﬂhﬁﬂ"m".nnwmhﬂmmi

country but no one | imagine would clains thas e sl lies 31 the
Insmigrants

heart of our race probles™, The socond wave of Baliic
came here during and after the tast Waorld War and they seem 1o have
melied inla the socisl lnndecape witkail armeing racial hoadility at all

The paint is, | suppose, thut hecase a high kevel of social modhility
is the porm rather than the exception in British society, asy unders
privileged manority quite quickly bends 1o bse (65 sell-cvident identity.
A!ﬂd‘?dkhmn.um:“fnﬁunnhuuhnmuyhmr
mised ns such if the Individual concornod choosss 1o declaire Bimsell,
But a Sikh who wears & beard and a lwrban, an Indian womsn whi
wears a s, and o West [ndian wiih a dark skin can be recognised ai

That i where the English folk-concept of race now finds its focus,
bt sence a very large part of the “'visibiity™ of the people concerned
depends upos custom rather (ham anatomy this partscular st of associc
ations could well be transitory. We simply do not know,

Incideninlly, as the exasspls | have abready cited indseare, sace
concepas in Folk tavonomy heve 3 marked lendency to be bispalar,
Far the Ancient Egyptiars men were fkes of slave, rod or Back. Adeit-
tedly contemporary South Africa distinguikes White, Hlack and
Coloured but for mes parposes the Colowred casegory. pets pushed
down into the Bleck. Ard 0 100 with oursclves, However comples
tha facts of the case may be, we Passgge 1o reduce it 1o a binary opposs
tien “Black” wersim “white”. The expeession “black immigrant™, ke
b word reee feelf, woso marvellously elistic thar i s made 1o include
pecple of West Insdizn, Indian, Pakistani, Chinese and African cthnic
arigin, many of whom were boen in this coaniry snyway,

This brings me back more or kess to where [ began. At the beginsing
af the I formeed the comclhusdon thay while race differesse s 3
manilfest which can be objectively meased cither by o simdy of
morphology or a stedy of genctics, raves a5 smch are arbilrary entities
with mo “ehjective™ exmtenor o all This is becsuse morphology and
genetics lead s to divide up the continuum in quite differens ways,
Maow at the end of my paper | am saying the same sort of 1ihing about
wmdhwﬂm%wwwmd&d&mu
varicty of differemt sorts of previously existing social collectivity, but
we are able 10 do w0 only because the bolale concept @ rave has 0o
expiicit “objoct )
Hefermmors
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