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Are differences between black and white people in the kind of
intelligence that 1Q tests measure due mainly to genetic inheritance?
Can social-class differences be explained in the same way?

Few gquestions have stirred so much heated debate as the
controversy, revived by an article by Arthur Jensen in 1969, over the
origins of mental ability - and no question has graver implications
for the individual, for educational policy, and for social justice.

Mo answers, counter-questions (not least perhaps about the reasons
for the question itself) can be attempted without first grappling

with the concepts that lie behind it. The aim of Race, Culture and
Intelligence is to do just that: to disentangle in turn the four
central notions of intelligence, race, heredity and environment in
contributions from psychology, biology and sociology that do not
falsify the complexities of the issues, yet offer guidance that the
non-specialist can follow.

The editors lay out a map of the book in their Foreword: "After an
opening chapter by Liam Hudson which sets the stage and provides
the historical background, the book divides into three parts. The
first is psychological and deals with the nature of intelligence, its
development and relationship to school progress. The second part
is the domain of the biologists, who discuss the genetics of 1Q and
intelligence, and the interpretation of race differences in these

capacities. Then attention is turned to development and a
consideration of environmental influences on brain growth. In the
final part the scope is broadened to look at the social world, both
as the context for the development of intelligence and as the
context for the debate about race differences. The concluding
chapter draws together the major threads of the argument and
discusses some of the educational implications, particularly
those for compensatory programmes.’

Ken Richardson and David Spears are membersofthe Meurobiological
Research Group at The Open University. Martin Richards is
University Lecturer in Social Psychology at Cambridge University,
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