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What this book is about

What is it that determines the colour of a person’s
eyes and hair, the shape of a nose or chin? How
are the characters which go to make up the many
different kinds of plants and animals, and Man him-
self, handed on from one generation to another, so
that each new individual grows up so very like its
parents ? What is * Variation,” and how and why
does it occur? How have the immense number of
different forms of life on this planet arisen ? What,
to get down to the most fundamental of all such
questions, 1s ** Life ”* 2

These are some of the matters which fall within
the proviﬂce of Genetics, one of the newest and yet
most important and promising of the sciences; and
in this little volume they are discussed with a clear
conciseness and a refreshing absence of technical
jargon by one who has spent many years in practical
experiment.

Not all the questions that may be asked have been
answered yet, but Mrs. Hurst says sufficient to show
that some knowledge of the basic principles of
Genetics is of vital interest to parents and to all
who are concerned in any way with the raising and

care of plants and animals; whether in the l'ibuﬁtur'r
or on the farm, in the chicken-run or the garden.
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