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REPORT.

To the Clhairman and Members of the Tottenham Local Board

of Health.

(ENTLEMEN,

I am pleased to be able to give a favourable report of the Public
Health in Tottenham during the year 1893.

There has been a decrease in the prevalence and fatality from
infectious diseases throughont the district, especially in the more
crowded neighbourhoods, and your Board and its Officers are to be
congratulated on the results of the good sanitary supervision and con-
trol exercised by them in the prevention of the spread of contagious
diseases, and particularly in the improved sanitary state of dwelling
houses, whereby the condition of the people is raised and a higher
standard of health established.

Houses and Population.

The number of houses for which plans were passed by your
Board during the year amounted to 206, a decrease on the previous
year of 163.

Under the Board’s Bye-Laws with respect to buildings in course
of erection T4 notices were served on builders ; the requirements of
the notices were in every case complied with, and no legal proceedings
ensued.

The population estimated to the middle of 1893 amounted to
75,000.



Births.

The births registered in Tottenham during the year were 2,580,
1,345 males and 1,235 females.

The birth-rate, calculated from the total number of births, and
the foregoing estimate of population, was 34-4, against 33°0 in 1892,

The natural increase of population, that is: the excess of births
over deaths was 1,142, that for 1892 being 1,192, and for 1891, 1,448,

Deaths.

The number of deaths was 1,429, of these 706 were males and
723 females, against 1,237 in 1892, and 1,121 in 1891,

From this number must be deducted 200 deaths, which occurred
in public institutions, of patients who came from districts outside Tot-
tenham,

On the estimated population of 75,000 the 1,229 deaths give
an annual rate of mortality of 16-3, against 16'8 in 1892,

The deaths last year were distributed as follows :—

Under 1 year 379
From 1 to 5 years e 300
s D to 20 years ... 159
yw 20 to 40 years ... 146
yy 40 to 60 years ... 188
» 60 to 80 years ... 208
Above 80 years i 49

In greater London, which is co- extenmve with the Metropolitan
and City Police Districts, estimated to contain a population of upwards
" of five-and-a-half millions of persons in the middle of 1893, the death-
rate was 197 per 1,000,

In Inner or Registration London the death-rate was 23-0, and
in the Outer Ring it was 154,






Zymotic Diseases.

The number of deaths under this class amounted to 303, 133 of
which were referred to public institutions, and were of patients from
outside districts.

The death-rate from the principal Zymotic Diseases was equal to
2-2 per 1000, against 2:6 in 1892, and 1-7 in 1891,

Last year the mortality from these diseases was 2'8 in greater
London, 29 in inner London, and 20 in the outer ring.

Number of deaths from Zymotic Diseases in Tottenham during
the year 1893 :—

Small Pox 1
Measles ... 12
Secarlet Fever ... 145
Diphtheria ... 50
Whooping Cough 17
Fever s 17
Diarrhcea 61

303

Talble of population, births, and new cases of infectious sickness,
coming to the knowledge of the Medical Officer of Health during the year
1893, in the Urban Sanitary District of Tottenhaimn, classified acccording fo
diseases and ages.
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The following table shows the wumber of cases reported to the Sanitary
Authorily under the *“ Infectious Diseases Compulsory Notification Aet,” and
their distribution by Wards in the district.
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West Green Ward !34 2|11 96|13 4| 160
8t. Ann’s Ward ... [ 10| 1133| 1|25(140 |96 | ... | v | .| 8| 249
High Cross Ward | 7| .. | 40| 6| 17 |153 | 63 1| 287
Middle Ward ...... 20|.. 33| 716122 |14 ... .. 1| 2| o35
Lower Ward ..... | 1|..|22! 2|10f40|20/...0...1...| 8| 198
POTAL. evvenn. | 58 1152|13 79 [351 146 | ... | .. | 1|18/ 1229
Small Pox.

There was one death from Small Pox in 1893, that of a child
aged 13 days, at Mitchley Road, Stoneleys South.

It will be seen by the table that 62 cases occurred in the dis-
trict.  Out of this number 40 were reported from the Middle Ward,
chiefly from the neighbourhood of Stoneleys South. This is a very
thickly populated neighbourhood, and there is no doubt that the large
number of attacks is to be accounted for by the want of due care on the
part of those who were in attendance on the patients, and had the
supervision of the various channels of communication. There is reason
to believe that several infected articles of bedding, &c., have in some
instances been removed from the room the patient occupied before
fumigation could be carried out, notwithstanding express warnings to
the contrary. Under circumstances such as these it is not difficult to
account for the persistent prevalence of a disease like Small Pox.

It was found in four cases that the patients had not been vacei-
nated at all, and very great difficulty was experienced in persuading
the inmates of infected houses to be re-vaccinated.



The most strenuouns efforts were made by your officers to suc-
cessfully cope with the disease.

Immediately a case came to our knowledge, the authorities at
the Highgate Small Pox Hospital were communicated with, and if by
any means accommodation could be provided, the patient was at once
removed to hospital in your ambulance, and the infected premises
fumigated. In several instances relatives objected to the removal of
patients, and in many cases children who were below the limit of age
at which persons are received into the Highgate Hospital, were treated
in their own homes.

It is very important that inecreased facilities should be afforded
to all who may wish to be vaceinated, as it is only by vaccination and
re-vaccination, coupled with isolation and attention to the general
sanitary condition of the surroundings, that this disease can be success-

fully stamped out.

Measles.

Measles was fatal in 12 instances, against 24 in 1892, and 7 in

1891.

This disease is not incladed in the list of zymotics for compul-
sory notification, therefore any preventive measures capable of being
taken by the Sanitary Authority are imperfect on account of defective

information.
Table showing Fatal Cases of Measles.

Sex. Apge. Locality. Date of Death.
F. 21 months Charles Street, Stamford Hill | April 7th
1 year Laura Road ... April 21st
M. 13 months S5t. Aon's Road May 14th
F. 23 months Welbourne Road May 16th
M. 17 months Glendish Road.. June 15th
M. 9 months Park Lane . June 24th
M. 4 years Harringay Road July 2nd
M. 4 years Beaconsfield Road July 13th
F. 11 months Stamford Road Aungust 3rd
F, 15 months West Green Road August 17th
F. 2 years Seaford Road ... December 14th
F. 2 years Braemar Road... December 22nd




Scarlet Fever.

Scarlet Fever was very prevalent during the year, not only in
this district, but generally throughout the country,

In Tottenham 145 deaths were registered ; of these 128 oceurred
at the North Eastern Hospital, and were from other localities, so that
the actual number to be referred to Tottenham amounts to 17, against

15 in 1892, and 15 in 1891,
Table showing Fatal Cases of Scarlet Fever.

Sex. Age. Locality. Date of Death.

F. 1 year Westerfield Road February 12th

F. 14 months Poynton Road ... April 27th

F. 4 years Spencer Road ... June 8th

M. 4 years Vartry Road May 24th

M. 17 years High Road : July 10th

M. 3 years Tottenham Terrace July 12th

M. 1 year Harringay Road July 29th

M. 3 years 8t. George's Road ... August 10th

M. 8 months Williamson's Potteries August 21st

1, 23 years Antill Road ... i August 13th

M. 14 months Seven Sisters’ Road October 13th

. 2 years Heybourne Road October 15th

M. 5 years Harold Road ... November 1st

F. 14 years Barouet Road ... December 19th

F, 3 years ... | Whitehall Street December 18th

F, 12 years ... | Antill Road December 20th

M. 8 years ... | Antill Road December 22nd
Diphtheria.

The Deaths ascribed to Diphtheria numbered 50, against 18 in
1892 and 15 in 1891,

It will be seen by the table that 162 cases were notified to the
Sanitary Authority, most of the cases were referred to the High Cross
and West Green Wards.

I may mention that Diphtheria was very prevalent in London,
and also throughout the country, last year, indeed Diphtheria has been
steadily increasing as a cause of death in most of our large towns for
some years. In London the deaths from this disease are almost as
many as from Measles and Whooping Cough, and exceed those from
Scarlet Fever.

Sanitary improvements appear to have little influence in
preventing the mortality from Diphtheria, while they have a marked
effect on the spread of Enteric Fever.
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Table showing Fatal Cases of Diphtheria.

Sex. Age. Locality. Date of Death.
F. 9 months Hospital (Stroma Tarraue] January 15th
M. 3 years Scales Road . February 8th
. 2 years Scales Road ... February 14th
F. T years Newlyn Road ... February 22nd
F. 2 years Hospital (Scales Rﬂad] March 25th
F. 7 years Scales Road April 4th
M. 8 years Scales Road ... April 8th
M. 4 years Burlington Road April 9th
M. 3 years Hanover Road... 1‘1|. 20th
M. 12 years Welbourne Road y Gth
F. 6 years Welbourne Road Mu.y 8th
M. 3 years N. E. Hospital... May 9th
M. 17 months Malvern Road ... May 24th
F. 4 years Lawrence Road June 10th
F. 9 years High Road . June 12th
. 4 years Hﬂ%utn.l [Wnnd Greeu] June 12th
M. 11 years Hospital... June 15th
F. 3 years Wingmore Road June 1fith
F. 3 years Lawrence Road June 22nd
M. 12 years Montague Road July 4th
F. 17 months Hospital (Newton Rua.d} July 24th
F. 6 years Brunswick Road July 25th
M. 3 years Wilton Road ... July 27th
M. 6 months Rangemore Road July 28th
M. B years Greenwood Road August 3rd
M. 2 years N. E. Hospital... August Gth
F. 34 years Brograve Road... August 28th
F. 8 months Scales Road ... August 28th
F. 4 years Chesnut Road ... September 14th
F. 3 years N. E. Hospital ... September 15th
F. 2 years Avenue Road ... September 20th
F. 2 years N. E. Hospital... September 24th
F. 2 years Paignton Road... September 26th
M. 4 years Tilson Road ... October 5th
M. 5 years Somerset Road Oectober 23rd
F, 4 years High Road October 24th
M. 3 years Clarendon Road October 27th
F. 4 years North Grove ... October 30th
F. 6 years Ashford Road . November 1st
M. 2 years St. John's Road i November 3rd
M. 2 years Hospital (Clyde Rna.d} November 5th
2 years Stamford Road November 5th
M. 3 years Hospital (Malvern Rund} November 15th
F. 3 years Church Road ... November 22nd
M. 2 years Hospital {Elsﬂen Rﬂn.ni_'_l December 4th
M. 10 years Belmont Road .. December 6ith
F. T years Milton Road ... December 8th
M. 10 months N. E. Hospital .. December 17th
F. 2 years Glenwood Road it December 22nd
F. 2 years Railway Cottages, Hale December 23rd
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Cases of Diphtheria notified to the Urban Sawmtary District of Tottenham
during the last three years.

Locality. 1891. I 1892. 1893. | Total.
West Green Ward 13 ‘ 25 34 72
St. Ann's Ward ag | 25 33 86
High Cross Ward .| 38 | B8 40 117
Middle Ward ... 19 | 11 33 56
Lower Ward ... 7 ‘ 6 99 35
o |
Total ... -~ Py 09 | 105 | 162 366

Whooping Cough.

‘The deaths from this infantile disease amounted to 17, against
47 in 1892, and 35 in 1891.
The deaths included :—
2 children under 1 year
5 children from 1 to 5 years
8 children from 2 to 5 years
1 child aged 7 years
1 child aged 8 years
This disease is not ineluded in the list of Zymotics for com-
pulsory notification.

Fever.

There were 18 deaths from Fever during the year, the same
number as in 1892 ; in 1891 there were 16 fatal cases.

The total number of cases reported to the Sanitary Authority
amounted to 146 ; of these 63 were referred to the High Cross Ward,
36 to St. Ann’s Ward, 20 to the Lower Ward, 14 to the Middle Ward,
and 13 to the West Green Ward.

It will be seen that the greatest number of Fever cases occurred
in the High Cross district. There was no special outbreak in any
locality.

The Lower Ward, which was at the head of the list in 1892,
was last year in a much healthier condition.



12

No fatal cases were reported from Brunswick Court, where the

entire water service pipes and drainage were re-modelled by order of
your Board.

Table showing Fatal Cases of Fever.

Bex. Age. Locality. Date of Death.
M. 26 years ... | Hospital (Woodberry) ... | January 9th
M. 26 years ... | Chesnut Road ... .- | January 15th
F. 36 years ... | Hospital (Catherine Road) ... | J anuary 23rd
F. 37 years ... | Hospital (Stoke Newington)... | May Sth
M. 26 years -« | 5t. Paul's Road .-+ | July 81st
M. 39 years ... | Hospital (Siddons Road) ... | August 4th
M. 27 years ... | Hospital (Rangemore Road)... | August 15th
iy 41 years ... | Hospital (Sutton Road) ... | September 5th
M, 40 years ..« | Bruce Grove Road ... ... | September 27th
1 8 14 years -+ | Markfield Road ... | October 9th
F. 20 years ... | Church Road ... ... | November 3rd
F. 11 years ... | Hospital (South Hornsey) ... | November 5th
¥, 8 years ... | Hospital (High Cross Road)... | December 4th
M. 6 years -« | Hospital (Bernard Road) ... | December 9th
M. 4 years o | Seven Sisters’ Road ... .+« | December Bth
M. 14 years ... | Hospital (Rangemore Road)... | December 22nd
M. 21 years ... | Lunsdowne Road ... | December 28th
F. 41 vears ... | Hospital (Usman Road) -+ | December 24th

Diarrhcea.

The deaths from Diarrheea amounted to 61, against 47 in 1892,
and 36 in 1891,

53 of the deaths occurred in the months of July, August, and
September, the time of greatest heat ; it will be seen by Mr. Worth's
tables that the temperature during those months was considerably
above the average for the previous 5 years.

The deaths included : —

37 of children under 6 months,
14 of children from 6 to 12 months,
3 of children from 1 to 3 years.
1 child at 6 years.
2 persons aged 52 and 55.
2 persons aged 62 and 63.
3 persons aged 82 and 84,
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Pulmonary Diseases.

Diseases of the Respiratory Organs caused 260 deaths, against
272 in 1892, and 257 in 1891.

Phthisis.

The deaths from Phthisis amounted to 67, against 79 in 1892,
and 86 in 1891.

Diseases of the Circulatory System.

Under thiz head 50 deaths were registered.

Violent Deaths.

Different forms of violence caused 33 deaths.
«  Of these 11 were referred to burns and scalds, 4 to drowning, 4
to suffocation, 4 to falls, 5 to shock, 2 to poison, 1 to being run over
by railway train, 1 to cut throat, and 1 to blow from a ball.

Sanitary Pmceadings.l

The past year has been marked by a most thorough and
systematic inspection of houses in the District, especially where notices
have been received of the existence of infectious disease.

At each house careful enquiries are made as to overcrowding,
infectious disease, or nuisance of any kind ; there is also a careful
examination of traps, closets, and cisterns, the drains being examined
by the smoke test.

It will be seen on referring to the Summary of Nuisances, and
other matters reported and attended to by the Sanitary Inspector and
his assistants, that a great deal of work has been carried out during
the year.

2,485 notices were served for the abatement of nuisances, 1,023
drains were examined and tested for defects, 1,704 visits were paid to
cases of infectious diseases, and 556 rooms were disinfected after cases
of contagions diseases.

There was periodical inspeetion of all Bake-houses, Slaughter-
houses, and Dairies. Special attention was given to all premises used
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for the sale of milk, and in all cases where application for registration
was received, the general sanitary condition of the premises was
investigated, drains were tested and notice served for rectifying any

defects.

Summary of Nuisunces and other matters reported and attended to by the
Inspector of Nuisances from January Ist to December S1st, 1893,

Nuisance Complaints received and attended to
Dust Applications...

Cases of Infectious Diseases, visits paid
Loads of House Refuse collected

Loads of Trade Refuse collected

Slaughter Houses, visits paid

Bake-houses i
Lndging-houaes "
Milk Shops

Notices served for the Abatement of Nuisances ;
Rooms Disinfected after cases of Infectious Diseases...
Artieles of Bedding, ete., destroyed... e

Drains examined and tested for Defects

Factory and Workshops, visits paid...

Water Closets and Urinals cleansed or repaired
Dwelling-houses, visits paid

Slaughter-houses "
Bake-houses B
Lodging-houses '

Yards, Passages, etc., paved

Cisterns cleansed ...
Yards, Stables, Styes, ete., cleansed
Offensive Aecumulation removed
Animals kept improperly .,
Insanitary Closets and Traps removy
Water Supply provided to W.C's.

Water Supply of W.C's. disconnected from Domestic éuppl_v

Sink and Baths Wastes diseonnected from Drains
Drainsg Ventilated ...
Smoke Nuisance abated

Yard Drains trapped
Drains re-constructed or repaired
W.C's. or Fittings o

Water e 5

Dust Bins provided
Cesspools cleansed
Soil Pipes removed
Gipsy Encampments removed
Dust Bins repaired
Houses, or parts of, repaire
Bodies received in Mortuary
Uusound Fish seized and destroyed
Froit ( Plums ...
- Tomatoes...
( Apples
Peas

TOTAL.
590
245

1704
11900

135
8 cwt.

'S bushels

4 &
5 barrels

L] 2 Eﬂﬂks
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Notification of Infectious Diseases to the
School Board Authorities.

In consequence of the danger to be feared of children from
infected houses attending Schools in the District, it was found necessary
to adopt measures whereby the School Authorities could be quickly
notified of the existence of an infectious disease at houses from whence
children attended School. As soon as possible after such houses are
visited, a form containing all the necessary information is now sent to
the School Board, and a further intimation is sent after the premises
have been properly disinfected. This system works admirably for
preventing the spread of infectious diseases.

Infectious Diseases Hospital.

Numerous applications for removal to Hospital have been made
during the year on behalf of persons who were suffering from Diphtheria
or Scarlet Fever, but unavoidable delay in completing the negotiations
between your Board and the Metropolitan Asylums Board has (for the
time being) rendered the removal of infected persons to Hospital
impracticable.

There is no doubt, however, that suitable arrangements will be
made for admission of patients.

This will be of great importance to Tottenham, and will very
materially benefit the residents in the District.

Refuse Destructor.

Owing to the want of a convenient and proper shoot, as place
of deposit for the house refuse collected in the District, very great
difficulty has been experienced during the year in carrying out this
important work. I need hardly remind you that the regular removal
of all the contents of dust-holes and dust-bins is very necessary, there
are few sources from which founl and dangerous odours emanate more
readily than from these receptacles, owing chiefly to the decaying
animal and vegetable matter, which is more often than not mixed with
the ashes, &c., in addition to which it is more than probable that

infectious rubbish is frequently deposited in them. I wonld urge upon
your Board, therefore, the necessity of taking into consideration the
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question of providing a Refuse Destructor or other equally practical
and efficient means of dealing with the rapidly increasing mass of
house and trade refuse.

Gipsy Encampments.

During the year numerous complaints have been received as to
the nuisance caused by gipsies encamping on vacant land in elose
proximity to dwelling houses.

Owing to the absence of statutory powers deali ng directly with
this class of nuisance, very great trouble has heen experienced in hav-
ing the caravans removed. It is most desirable that the efforts of your
Board to obtain effective legislation in this direction will result in
ridding the district of this intolerable nuisance.

Scotland Green.

A house to house inspection and an exhaustive examination of
the drainage of this part of the district has been made within the past
year, numerous defects and insanitary conditions have heen discovered,
the remedying of which will effect a material im provement,

Removal of Bodies to Mortuary.

The arrangements for removing bodies to your Mortuary have
undergone considerable improvement. A hearse is now provided for
this purpose iustead of your ambulance, which was made use of in the
past. A register is now kept in which all particulars relating to the
removal of each body to and from the Mortuary are entered, and no
effort is spared to perfect as far as possible the important work in
connection with this branch of my department.

Water.

The number of houses inspected for the detection of waste of
water was 2,279,

Defective fittings were found in 1,181 houses,

New service pipes were laid on to 80 honses.

New fire plugs were fixed in 40 cases.

The service pipes to 51 old houses were renewed.

460 yards of mains were laid.

449 yards of mains were re-aid.
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Roads.

The following Roads were declared public highways :—
Glenwood Road.
Rangemore Road.
Cape Road,
Townsend Road.
Asplin’s Road.
Vincent Road.

Park Road (part of.)
Winchelsea Road.
Seaford Road.
Forster Road.
Lincoln Road.

Total length about 2 miles. .

Total cost nearly £14,000.

Watering the Roads took place 147 days during the year.
Permanganate of Potash was used in the water carts as a deodorant
and disinfectant throughout the summer, and was most successful.

There are now 8 roads in the hands of the contractors, and 36
more under the consideration of your Board.

Sewers,

The following Sewers have been laid during the year :—
1,000 feet of 12in. pipes.
560 feet of 9in. pipes.
3,000 feet of 6in. pipes have been used in making 200 conneections
to the Sewers.

Surface Water Drains.

The following Surface Water Drains were laid :—
90 feet of 15in. pipes.
860 feet of 12in. pipes.
1,240 feet of 9in. pipes.
4,000 feet of 4in. pipes were used in making 300 connections to
the Surface Water Drains.

W. TYNDALE WATSON, M.D.
March 10th, 1894.
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LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH

SEWER GAS & HOUSE DRAIN VENTILATION.

—_— e e

The Local Board of Health begs to call the serious attention
of the inhabitants of Tottenham to the great importance of
House Drain Ventilation. This is recommended by the
Government and all other Sanitary authorities as the only
means (when coupled with effective trapping) of entirely
keeping out of Houses dangerous sewer gases. Those gases
which are harmless when they escape freely into the open air
are known to be the frequent cause of serious and even fatal
illness when they find their way into the interior of dwelling
houses.

The soil pipe of every water-closet should be ventilated
by means of a pipe from it carried npwards outside the house
until it is clear of the eaves,

The sink-pipe and the waste-pipe from basins and baths can
be ventilated in the same way, but in these cases a still better
and cheaper plan of keeping out sewer gas is usually possible,
This is to sever the pipes outside the House, and to place a
trap below the point of severance. Overflow pipes from
cisterns and baths should never enter the sewer, but should
always end in the open air.

When it can possibly be avoided, no pipe issuing from
the house (except the closet soil-pipe) should pass into the
sewer without a break. Rain-water pipes should never be
used for the purpose of ventilating drains.

House-drain ventilation can be carried out at a moderate
cost. Further information can be obtained at the Board’s
Offices.

By order of the Board,

/' EDWARD CROWNE,

Tid e b CLERK.



