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ANNUAL REPORT

MEDICAL OFFIGER OF HEALTH.

TO THE VESTRY OF BERMONDSEY—

MRr. CHAIRMAN AND GENTLEMEN,

My Fifteenth Annual Report on the State of
the Public Health in the Parish of Bermondsey
embraces the period of 53 weeks that ended on the

third day of January, 1891I.

The gencral mortality exceeded that of the year
1889, which was an exceptionally favourable year.
Diseases of the organs of respiration, especially
bronchitis and pneumonia, were much more fatal
than usual. This may, in a great measure, be attri-
buted to prolonged periods of cold weather which
occurred in the spring months and at the close of
the year. In addition to these ordinary causes of
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lung disease, the presence of influenza appears to.
have exercised considerable influence in increasing
the mortality from che above-named inflammatory
affections of the chest, and also from phthisis.
There were fewer cases of diarrhcea during the
summer, but the mortality from this cause was not
much below the average.

Whooping cough and measles were the most
prevalent zymotic diseases. The deaths from scarlet
fever and enteric fever,—including the deaths in
hospitals,—were below the mean decennial rate.
Three cases of typhus occurred: one in Vauban
Street and two in Gedling Street, which were
promptly removed to the hospital. The premises
were disinfected and cleansed, and, fortunately, the
disease did not spread.

The Census, which was taken in April, 189r,
showed a decrease in the population. I have,
therefore, estimated the number of inhabitants on
the decrease which took place during the ten years
1881-1891, instead of on the small increase which
was shown at the Census of 1881. The excess of
births over the deaths during the last ten years
exceeded 16,000. Notwithstanding this natural
increment, the population has declined 1964, as
appears from the Preliminary Report of the
Census. It 1s evident that in the course of ten
years upwards of 18,000 inhabitants have migrated
to seek their fortunes elsewhere.

There are no means of ascertaining whether an
increase or decrease ot the population occurred
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chiefly at the beginning, the middle, or the end of
the period between one Census and the next, or
whether the change was progressive and uniform.
The latter is generally assumed to have been the
case in framing estimates of the population. At
the middle of the year 18go the estimated popula-
tion was 84,835.

BIRTHS.

The number of births registered in the parish
was 3,120, being 50 less than in the previous year
and 230 below the average of the iast ten years.
The annual birth rate was 36.7 per thousand of the
estimated pojulation. The birth rate in London
was 29.1 per thousand.

In the Leather Market District there were 555
births, and the birth rate was 36.7; in St. Mary
Magdalen District, 651 births, corresponding to a
rate of 41.5; and in St. James’s District 1,914
births, equalling a rate of 35.4.

The children born in the first quarter of the year
numbered 867 ; in the second quarter, 718; in the
third quarter, 737; and in the last quarter, 798.

The excess ot births over deaths was 1,460, but
we are unable to consider this as indicating an in-
creasing population.

DEATHS,

The total number of deaths from all causes
recorded in Bermondsey during the year (53 weeks)
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was 1,660---851 males and 809 females.: T'he deaths
were 36 below the decennial average, and 180
above the number registered during the 52 weeks
of 1889.

The annual rate of mortality, caiculated on the
deaths which took place in the parish was 19.6 per
thousand of the estimated population The deaths
in hospitals and asylums which are credited to our
parish were 386. This number is equal to a further
rate of 4.5. The death rate in London was 20.3.

The number of deaths registered ia the first
quarter of the year was 443; inthe second quarter,
357; in the third quarter, 386; and in the last

quarter, 474.

In the Leather Market District the deaths num-
bered 299, and the annual death rate was 19.8; in
St. Mary Magdalen District the deaths were 417,
and the death rate, 26.6; and in St. James’s d’strict
the number of deaths was 944, and the correspond-
ing death rate, 17.4.

The number of deaths of children under one
year of age in the parish was 450, being in the
proportion of 144 per thousand registered births.

When the deaths in hospitals are included this
rate i1s raised to 152. In London the infantile
death rate was 163, and the mean rate in 28 great
towns was 172. This rate varied very considerably
in the different Registration districts, being 191 in
the Leather Market, 154 in St. Mary Magdalen and
127 in St. James's.
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The number of deaths of children under 5 years
of age was 810, being 48.8 per cent. of the total
deaths, against 52.0 per cent. in the previous year.

At ages above 60 years 298 deaths were regis-
tered, being 17.9 per cent. of the whole. These
figures by no means represent the deaths of aged
persons belonging to the parish, as 78 of these died
in Rotherhithe Infirmary, 25 in Parish Street

Workhouse, and 18 in various hospitals and
asylums.

The number of deaths in Bermondsev Work-
house was 84.

CAUSES OF DEATH.

From the chief diseases of the zymotic class 239
deaths were registered in the parish, and 41 1in
various public institutions outside its boundaries.
These numbers indicate an annual zymotic death
rate of 2.8 per thousand of the population on the
deaths which happened in Bermondsey, and a
further rate of 0.5 on the deaths in hospitals.

Measles caused 75 deaths, being 17 fewer than
in the previous year. Fifty-five of these deaths
occurred in the St. James’s District. From whoop-
ing cough there were 76 deaths; against 50 in 1889,
Scarlet fever caused 30 deaths, 18 of which took
place in hospitals and :2 in Bermondsey. The
deaths fiom diphtheria were 8 within the parish and
11 outside. In 1889, the number of deaths from
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this cause, inclusive of hospital cases, was 23.
Three deaths from typhus, and 3 from enteric fever
took place in hospitals, and 7 deaths from the latter
disease occurred in the parish. From diarrhcea
there were 65 deaths, and from simple cholera, 2.
Only 3 deaths were attributed to influenza, but
there can be no doubt that the presence of this
epidemic tended to increase the mortality from
lung diseases.

In the class of septic diseases there were 7 deaths
of infants from congenital syphilis, 7 deaths from
erysipelas, and 3 from puerperal fever.

The deaths of 5 persons were attributed to
chronic intemperance and 2 to delirium tremens.
These figures are only @ very small fraction of the
deaths caused by alcoholic poisoning.

In the class of constitutional diseases there were
9 deaths from rheumatism, 2 from gout, 6 from
rickets, and 42 from various forms of cancer. The
latter disease has been steadily increasing for
several years., In 1889 it caused 35 deaths.

The number of deaths from diseases of the
tubercular order was 231, being 32 more than in
the previous year. This class formed 13.9 per
cent. of the deaths, and equalled a death rate of
2.7. There were 16 deaths from tabes mesenterica,
52 from meningitis, 145 from phthisis, and 18 from
general tuberculosis. The fatality from phthisis
considerably exceeded that ot the previous year
and the decennial average.
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Diseases of the respiratory system caused 513
deaths, against 414 in 1889. They were 39.9 per
cent. of the total deaths, and equalled a rate of
6.0 per thousand persons living. From bronchitis
there were 293 deaths, and from pneumonia 173.
Thirteen deaths were referred to croup, of which
4 were classed as *“ membranous.”

From diseases of the brain and nervous system
there were 145 deaths, against 138 in the preceding
year. They formed 8.7 per cent. of the deaths
and 1.6 of the general death rate. Apoplexy and
paralysis caused 53 deaths, epilepsy 1, convulsions
66, tetanus 1, and other diseases 23. Two persons
died from disease of the ear leading to disease of
the brain.

To diseases of the heart and organs of circula-
tion 86 deaths were referred. This is an increase
of 16. They were 5.2 per cent. of the deaths from
all causes, and equalled a death rate of 0.99.

Diseases of the stomach, liver, and digestive
organs contributed 86 deaths to the general mor-
tality. This is an increase of 200n the previous year.

From diseases of the kidnev and urinary organs
there were 23 deaths. Two fatal cases of diabetes
were recorded.

Seventy-seven persons died from old age, 29
children from immaturity at birth, and 3 from
congenital imperfections.

Four women died from accidents of child-birth
in addition to the 3 recerded as dying from puer-
peral fever.
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In the large class of ill-defined diseases, or those
of uncertain seat, there were 30 deaths ascribed to
marasmus, 20 to debility, and 19 to inanition, All
these were children under §5 vears of age.

Six deaths were registered as due to * natural
causes.”

In the class of deaths arising from violence there
were 12 from accidental fractures and contusions,
18 to accidental suffocation of infants in bed, 2 to
suffocation by impaction of food in the throat, and
7 cases of suicide. Of the latter, 4 were by hang-
ing, 1 by gunshot, 1 by drowning, and 1 by cut
wound. All were males; one was a youth of 19
years of age.

The inquest cases numbered 98, being 5.9 per
cent. of the deaths. Thev included 41 deaths from
violence, 47 from diseases of the brain, 15 from
those of the heart, 9 from diseases of the respira-

tory organs, and 6 from those of the digestive
system.

The number of deaths not certified by any
registered medical practitioner, or by the coroner,
was 22, being in the proportion of 1.3 per cent. of the
deaths, against 3.1 per cent. in the previous vear.
The proportion in London was 0.9 per cent.

NOTIFICATION OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

During the year 922 certificates have been re-
ceived under the Notification of Infectious Diseases
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Act. There were for scarlet fever or scarlatina
612, typhus 3, enteric fever 57, continued fever 2,
puerperal fever 6, diphtheria 67, membranous
croup 21, erysipelas 152, and cholera 1. It is
interesting to note that the 612 cases of scarlet
fever did not cause more than 30 deaths, of which
12 ony took place in the parish. From the 57
cases of enteric fever there were 10 deaths, of
which 7 occurred in Bermondsey and 3 in the
hospitals. Of the 67 cases reported as diphtheria
8 of the patients died in Bermondsey and 1T in
hospitals. From the 21 cases of membranous
croup there were only 4 deaths, and from 152
reported as ervsipelas only 7 deaths appear in the
returns of mortality. Whether these figures indi-
cate that diseases of this kind have occurred in an
unusually wild form, or whether they point to
remarkable skill in the treatment of diseases which
were formerly believed to be of a dangerous char-
acter, I am unable to determine.

The receipt of these notices has led to the more
prompt and general disinfection of premises where
infectious diseases prevailed, and has also led to
the discovery of sanitary defects which might not
otherwise have been discovered.

DEATHS IN OUTLYING INSTITUTIONS.

Until the present year we have had no informa-
tion concerning the deaths of parishioners outside
the limits of the parish. The number, variety, and
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wide distribution of the institutions in which per-
sons belonging to Bermondsey Parish have died
during the last year is astonishing. From the
weekly returns I have abstracted the deaths in each
institution, which are as follows:—In Rotherhithe
Infirmary, 153; in Parish Street Workhouse, 41 ;
in Guy's Hospital, 94 ; in the Metropolitan Asylums
Hospitals, 31; in 1unat1c asylums, 13; in 16 differ-
ent hospitals, situated in various parts of London,
50; in other parish infirmaries, 5; and found
drowred in the Thames, s.

A large number of aged people are sent to
Rotherhithe Infirmary and die there. Many cases
of accidents in the streets, burns and scalds, etc.,
are sent to Guy's Hospital. The majority of the
deaths from zymotic diseases, outside the parish,
occur in the South Eastern Fever Hospital. Nine
persons died in St. Thomas’s, and 9 children in
Evelina Hospital, 5 at King’s College, 4 at Bromp-
ton, 4 at the London Hospital, 3 in St. Bartholo-
mew’s, and 2 at University College Hospital, and
at several other hospitals a single patient in each.

The asylums included in this list are Wands-
worth, Cane Hill, Darenth, Colney Hatch, Banstead,
Hanwell, and Camberwell.

Some of the patients in these asylums have
probably not been residents of Bermondscy for
many years.

Comparatively tew children die outside the
boundaries of the parish.
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A child, aged one day, which was born and died
in the General Lying-in Hospital, was credited to
us as being a parishioner of Bermondsey.

SANITARY WORK.

Details of sanitary work are given in Table IV,
Houses in Turner’s Court, Jacob Street, Metcalfe
Court, and London Street, after inspection by the
Medical Officer, have been closed under the Hous-
ing of the Working Classes Act, 1890, as being
“so dangerous or injurious to health as to be
unfit for human habitation.”

Various trade nuisances have been abated ; one
which seriously affected the Rolls Road Board
School was caused by the South Eastern Railway
Company. The managers of that school having
endeavoured to obtain some abatement of the
nuisance without success, applied to your Medical
Officer, who had an interview with the parties con-
cerned, and succeeded in obtaining its removal
witcout litigation.

Several Board Schools have been visited, and
any defects that were met with were reported.
Under the Customs and Inland Reveuwue Act, 1890,
nearly 600 houses were examined and certified as
being so constructed as to afford suitable accom-
modation for the families inhabiting them, and that
due provision was made for their sanitary require-
ments. In several instancss these inspections by
the Medical Officer led to an improved condition
of the premises.
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STATISTICS OF LONDON.

The population of Registration London, in the
middle of the year 189o, was estimated by the
Registrar General at 4,421,661 persons. The
Ceusus, which was taken on the 6th day of April,
1891, showed the number of inhabitants was then
4,211,056, being an increase of 395,512 on the
population of 1881, but falling short of the
‘estimated number by upwards of 210,000.

The marriages registered in London in the year
1890, numbered 36,753, and were in the proportion
of 8.3 marriages, or 16.6 persons married, per 1000
of the estimated population.

The registered births in the year numbered
130,690, being in the proportion of 29.1 annually
to 1,000 inhabitants. This is by far the lowest
birth rate as yet recorded in London, the rate
having fallen continuously year by year since 1879,
when it was 35.5 per 1000.

The deaths registered in London during the year
numbered 91,243, and corresponded to an annual
rate of 20.3 per 1000 of the estimated population.
This rate was higher than the rate in any of the five
next preceding years.

The principal diseases of the zymotic class caused
12,229 deaths, and the corresponding death rate

was 2.73 per 1,000.

The proportion of the deaths of children under
one year of age per 1,000 registered births was 163.
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The returns of general mortality show a large
increase in the number of deaths from diseases of
the lungs and heart. The deaths from measles,
whooping cough, diphtheria, and cancer, exceeded
the average numbers. There were fewer deaths
from scarlet fever, enteric fever, and diarrhceal
diseases. Small-pox was almost absent, there being
only four deaths from this cause during the year.
All weie adults, of whom one had been vaccinated.
Among the accidental deaths, nearly one-fourth
of the whole were infants under one year of age,
suffocated in bed. Twice as many of these deaths

took place on Saturday night as in any other night
in the week.

About 1 in 8 of the persons dying in London
died in a workhouse ; 1 in goin" a Metropolitan
Asylum Hospital ; 1 in 12 in some other hospital ;
and 1 in 48 in an asylum for lunatics or imbeciles.

The mean temperature of the air was 48°.6 F.,
which is only 0%7 below the average. Some very
cold weather was experienced. On the first day of
January the temperature was below the average
9°.7 ; during the first five days of March, 14.0
below it ; on the 28th of November, 21°.4 belowit ;
and during the whole month of December the cold
was remarkable for its severity and persistency.
It was the coldest December in this century.

Rain fell on 162 days, the total amount durin
the year being 21.88 inches, and 2.99 inches below
the average of 75 years. During the first nine
months of the year the rainfall slightly exceeded
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TABIE 1V.
SANITARY WORK, &c., DURING THE YEAR 1890.

HousEes, &c., INSPECTED AND REPORTED To THE VESTRY BY THE MEDICAL
OFFICER OF HEALTH, AND THE INSPECTOR OF NUISANCES.

Houses and other premises inspected ... o eve .se 5970

Notices served to execute works, &c. ... e o HO2X
Houses in a dirty and dilapidated condition, cleansed and

e ‘l'ed. etc. s e P, T wae wes 4090
Houses disinfected, cleansed and purified 300
Cases of overcrowding abated ... T

Houses closed as unfit for habitation ... ane ves 50
W.C.'s repaired, ventilated, and whitewashed ... ass 197
Closets panned and trapped or old pans cleansed ... ... 217
CIQS-EI.S EuppliEd “l'ith water ana T s ew sam 204
Defective drains repaired san i 210
Stopped drains cleared ... s vos o, “he 246
Untrapped sinks trapped ... 166

Cesspools abolished... T 9
Badly paved yards repaired T i i 228
Water receptacles cleansed and repaired 66
Houses supplied with water yom - wwa 17
Defective roofs repaired ... .. o e 34
Defective rain.shoots and gutters repaired ... A 59
Offensive accumulations removed 42
Houses drained direct into the public sewer ... 78
Defective water apparatus in w.c.’s repaired ... 336
Lots of fowls which were a nuisance, removed 12
Animals kept so as to be a nuisance, removed ... 4
Urinals and other offensive places cleansed ... vor 75
Slanghter-houses inspected and licensed ~
Cow-houses inspected and licensed ... ... oda 12
Bakehouses inspected ... =5 e b 76
Cellar flaps repaired s 13
Stables and other premises drained i 24
Old brick drains relaid with stoneware glazed pipes ... 51
Waste water pipes disconnected from drains and made to

discharge in the open air ... 163
For providing the requisite means of ventilation by means of

excavating underground floors and inserting air bricks 578
For separating the water used for flushing w.c.'s. from that

used for ordinary purposes 472
Persons suffering from infectious diseasesremoved to Hospital 103
Dead bodies removed from rooms to mortuary upon Magistrates’

Orders - oyl wes 8
Summonses taken out before Police Magistrates for not comply-

ing with ordersof the Vestry. (Finesinflicted £627s.6d.) 81

Food destroyed—Trunks of Fish, z; Bacon pizces, 621bs.; Rabbits, 500
Baskets of Cherries, 15; 1 Leg of Pork ; 1 Pig'shead; 56 tins Pine-
apple; 71 Cocoanuts; g pieces of Beef and Mutton.

Window Sashes made to open, 185; Window openings made for light
and ventilation, 346.

HENRY THOMAS, Sanitary Inspector.










FORTNIGHTLY REPORTS.
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Fanuary 20th, 18go.

During the fortnight that ended on the 1i1th day of
January, 148 births and 77 deaths were registered in the
parish. These numbers indicate an annual birth-rate of
42.4, and an annual rate of mortality of 22.1 per thousand
of the estimated population. The corresponding death-rate
in London was 30.2.

The only deaths referred to zymotic disease were 2 from
whooping cough.

Diseases from the respiratory organs caused 35 deaths, of
which 30 were referred to bronchitis and 4 to pneumoma.
From diseases of the tubercular order there were 4 deaths,
and from old age 5.

The number of deaths of children under one year of age
was 14, and of persons aged 60 years and upwards 23. Two
inquests were held, and two deaths were uncertified.

The water supplied by the Southwark Company was of
better quality than that delivered in November.

The local registrars’ returns of deaths do not include any
from influenza. The deaths primarily attributed to influenza
in London were 4 in the first week, and 67 in the second
week included in this report. The higher death-rate in the
metropolis is partly due to delayed registration at Christmas,
but mainly to a considerable increase in the number of
deaths from diseases of the respiratory organs.
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February 3rd, 18g0.

During the fortnight that ended on the 25th day of January,
131 births and 95 deaths were registered in the parish.
These numbers indicate an annual birth-rate of 37.6, and an
annual rate of mortality of 27.2 per thousand of the
estimated population. The corresponding death-rate in
London was 29.6.

_The chief diseases of the zymotic class caused 4 deaths,
viz.—measles 1, scarlet fever 2, and whooping cough 1.

Diseases of the respiratory organs caused 46 deaths, of
which 31 were referred to bronchitis, and 14 to pneumonia.

From diseases of the tubercular order there were 14 deaths,
from old age 5, and from heart disease 5.

The number of deaths of children under one year of age
was 12, and of persons aged 60 years and upwards, 18.

Three inquests were held, and 2 deaths were uncertified.

The deaths primarily attributed to influenza in London
which had been 4, and 67 in the two preceding weeks, rose
in the week ending January 18th to 127, and in the week
ending January zs5th declined to 105. No deaths attributed
to this cause were registered in Bermondsey.

February 17th, 18go0.

During the fortnight that ended on the 8th day of
February, 127 births and 64 deaths were registered in the
parish. These numbers indicate an annual birth-rate of 36.5,
and an annual rate ot mortality of 18.4 per thousand of the
estimated population. The corresponding death-rate in
London was 21.2.

Only two deaths were recorded in the class of zymotic
diseases, both being from whooping cough.

Diseases of the respiratory organs caused 24 deaths, of
which 16 were referred to bronchitis and 6 to pneumonia.,

From diseases of the tubercular order there were 16
deaths, viz.—¢g from phthisis and 7 from meningitis. From
heart disease there were 6 deaths, and from old age 2.
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The number of deaths of children under one year of age
was 14, and ot persons aged 60 years and upwards, 11,

Four inquests were held. One death was from violence.

The deaths primarily attributed to influenza in London
declined to 75 in the week ending February 1st, and to 38 in
the week ending February 8th. Two of the latter occurred in
Bermondsey.

March 3rd, 18go.

During the fortnight that ended on the 22nd day of
February, 150 births and 57 deaths were registered in the
parish. These numbers indicate an annual birth-rate of 43.0,
and an annual rate of mortality of 16.3 per thousand of the
estimated population. The corresponding death-rate in
London was 21.5.

The chief diseases of the zymotic class caused 7 deaths,
viz,—measles 1, diphtheria 1, whooping cough 3, enteric fever
1, and diarrhcea 1.

From diseases of the respiratory organs there were 20
deaths, of which 12 were referred to bronchitis, 6 to
pneumonia, and 2 to croup.

From diseases of the tubercular order there were g deaths,
and from old age 3.

The number of deaths of children under one year of age
was 12, and of persons aged 60 years and upwards, 14.

Three inquests were held. Two deaths were attributed to
accidental suffocation in bed.

The water was of inferior quality to that delivered at the
close of last year, owing to the heavy rain having washed
much organic matter into the river. It was delivered clear
and efficiently filtered.

The deaths primarily attributed to influenza in London
further declined to 30 and 24, No deaths from this cause
were registered in the parish.
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Mavrch 17th, 1890.

During the fortnight that ended on the 8th day of March,
126 births and 61 deaths were registered in the parish,
These numbers indicate an annual birth-rate of 36.2, and an
annual rate of mortality or 17.5 per thousand of the estimated
population. The corresponding death-rate in London was
21.8.

Only 5 deaths were recorded from zymotic diseases, viz.—
3 from measles and 2 from whooping cough.

Diseases of the respiratory organs caused 18 deaths; those
of the tubercular order g, heart disease 3, brain diseases 3, can-
cer 2, and old age 2.

The number of deaths of children under one year of age
was 15, and of persons aged 6o years and upwards, 13.

Three inquests were held. Two deaths were attributed to
violence. Two deaths were uncertified.

The water supplied during the last month was of much
better quality than that delivered in January.

Influenza has not entirely disappeared from London, the
deaths primarily attributed to this disease during the two
weeks being 23 and 24.

Although scarlatina does not appear in the mortality
returns, it is generally prevalent, the number of cases
reported during the last fortnight being 28, and from the 1st
of January, 85. The fatality of this disease is very much
less than it was 30 years ago.

March 31st, 18go0.

During the fortnight that ended on the 22nd day of March,
129 births and 49 deaths were registered in the parish.
These numbers indicate an annual birth-rate of 37.0, and an
annual rate of mortality of 14.0 per thousand of the estimated
population. The corresponding death-rate in London was
20.1.

Diseases of the zymotic class caused 8 deaths, viz.—
‘measles 6, and whooping cough 2.
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The chief zymotic diseases caused 7 deaths, viz.—measles
3, diphtheria 1, and whooping cough 3.

From diseases of the tubercular order there were 11
deaths, viz.—6 from phthisis, 2 from meningitis, and 3 from
tabes mesenterica.

To diseases of the respiratory organs 15 deaths were
referred, viz.—10 to bronchitis, 4 to pneumonia, and 1 to
membranous croup.

Four deaths were attributed to old age, and 4 to heart
disease.

The number of deaths of children under one year of age
was 18, and of persons aged 60 years and upwards, 13.

Four inquests were held. One death was caused by being
run over by a van.

The deaths primarily attributed to influenza in London
have declined to 2 in the week.

The water supplied by the Southwark Company was
efficiently filtered, and for river water exhibited a high degree
of organic purity. _

During the fortnight 18 cases have been reported under
the Infectious Diseases Notification Act, viz.—15 of scarlet
fever, 2 of erysipelas, and 1 of typhoid fever.

Complaint has been made of a nuisance from the presence
of decaying matter in railway trucks, lying just outside the
Rolls Road Board School. I have seen Mr. George Wallis,
the Station Superintendent at Bricklayers’ Arms Station with
reference to this matter, and he has undertaken not to
receive fish manure from this week; to direct careful
examination of all manure which may be brought to the
station, and the refusal of what is objectionable, and to load all
manure as far away from the school as is practicable. I am
informed that all manure which is loaded during the day is
removed the same night without a single exception.

Fune 2nd, 18go.

During the fortnight that ended on the 24th day of May,
108 births and 57 deaths were registered in the parish
These numbers indicate an annual birth-rate of 31.0, and
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an annual rate of mortality of 16.3 per thousand of the
estimated population. ‘The corresponding death-rate in

London was 17.2.

Diseases of the zymotic class caused 10 deaths, viz.—
measles 6, scarlet fever 2, whooping cough 1, and diarrhcea 1.

From diseases of the respiratory organs there were 13
deaths ; from those of the tubercular order 8 ; from heart
disease 4, and from old age 2.

The number of deaths of children under one year of age
was 12, and of persons aged 6o years and upwards, 10.

Two inquests were held. In both cases the deaths were
referred to natural causes.

The deaths primarily attributed to influenza in the two
previous weeks were 3 and 2.

The number of cases reported under the Infectious
Diseases Notification Act, between May 2oth and May 29th,
was 39; of these 25 were reported as scarlet fever, 2 as
diphtheria, 2 as puerperal fever, 7 as erysipelas, and 3 as
typhoid fever. I regret to add that two of the latter, after
removal to the hospital, were regarded as cases of ‘““typhus.”

Fune 16th, 18g0.

During the fortnight that ended on the 7th day of June,
100 births and 50 deaths were registered in the parish.
These numbers indicate an annual birth-rate of 28.6, and an
annual rate of mortality of 14.3 per thousand of the estimated
population. The corresponding death-rate in London was
16.2.

The number of deaths from diseases of the zymotic class
was 11, viz.-—5 from measles, 4 from whooping cough, 1 trom
scarlet fever, and 1 from Jdiphtheria.

From diseases of the respiratory organs there were 135
deaths, of which 6 were due to bronchitis, 8 to pneumonia,

and 1 to croup.
Diseases of the tubercular order caused 6 deaths, and old

age 4.
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The number of deaths of children under one year of age
was 10, and of persons aged 6o years and upwards, 10.

Two inquests were held. One death was attributed to
accident,

The water supplied by the Southwark Company was
efficiently filtered, and remarkably free from organic matter.

During the last fortnight, 27 cases of infectious disease have
been reported ; 19 of scarlet fever, 4 of diphtheria, 2 of mem-
branous croup, and 2 of erysipelas.

Complaint has been made of fumes from a furnace at
Messrs. Donkin & Co’s. Factory. 1 have visited the
premises and enquired into the process, and at present have
no reason to suppose that any fumes are likely to be evolved
which are injurious to health. I shall visit them again
when the process is in full work.

July 7th, 18g0.

During the three weeks that ended on the 28th day of
une, 143 births and 87 deaths were registered in the parish.
hese numbers indicate an annual birth-rate of 44.8, and an

annual rate of mortality cf 16.6 per thousand of the estimated
population. The corresponding death-rate in London was
16.2, the rate for the last week (15.9) being the lowest rate
recorded in any week of this year.

The chief diseases of the zymotic class caused 8 deaths,
viz.—measles 1, diphtheria 1, whooping cough 4, enteric fever
1, and diarrhcea 1.

From diseases of the respiratory organs there were 10
deaths; from those of the tubercular order 1o, from old age 3,
and from heart disease 6.

The number of deaths of children under one year of age
was 14, and of persons aged 6o years and upwards, 14.

Nine inquests were held. Five deaths were attributed to
accident or violence. Only one death was uncertified.

Under the Infectious Diseases Notification Act, 47 cases
have been reported. They were: scarlet fever 31, erysipelas
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, diphtheria 4, membranous croup 1, enteric or typhoid
ever 3, and typhus 1. The case of typhus is one of a series
of cases which have occurred in Gedling Street. So far these
cases have been confined to two families, who are not only

friends and neighbours, but, at’the outbreak of the disease,
resided in the same house.

Fuly 21st, 18go.

During the fortnight that ended on the 12th day of July,
112 births and 57 deaths were registered in the parish,
These numbers indicate an annual birth-rate of 32.1, and an
annual rate of mortality of 16.3 per thousand of the estimated
population. The corresponding death-rate in London was
i & 7

The chief diseases of the zymotic class caused g deaths,

viz.—measles 2, diphtheria 1, whooping cough 3, enteric fever
1, and diarrhcea 2.

From diseases of the respiratory organs there were 19
deaths, of which 6 were referred to bronchitis, 11 to
pneumonia, and 2 to congestion of the lungs.

Diseases of the tubercular order caused 4 deaths, heart
disease 3, and old age 1.

The number of deaths of children under one year of age
was 16, and of persons aged 60 years.and upwards, 6.

Four inquests were held. One death was referred to
apoplexy caused by excessive drinking.

The water supplied by the Southwark Company was
efficiently filtered, and the improved quality which it has of
late exhibited has been fully maintained.

Since the last meeting of the Vestry, notices have been
received of 28 cases of scarlet fever, g of erysipelas, 6 of
diphtheria, and 2 of membranous croup—total 45.

August 11th, 18g0.

During the three weeks that ended on the 2nd day of
August, 166 births and 81 deaths were registered in the
arish, These numbers indicate an annual birth-rate of
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31.8, and an annual rate of mortality of 15.5 per thousand of
the estimated population. The corresponding death-rate in
London was 18.1.

Diseases of the zymotic class caused 15 deaths, viz.—
measles 6, diphtheria 1, whooping cough 4, and diarrhcea 4.

From diseases of the respiratory organs there were 19
deaths, and from-those of the tubercular order 13,

The number of deaths of children under one year of age
was 27, and of persons aged 60 years and upwards, 1o.

Seven inquests were held. One death of an infant was
referred to accidental suffocation in a cab.

Under the Diseases Notification Act, 57 cases have been
reported since the last meeting of the Vestry. They were :
scarlet fever 43, erysipelas 8, diphtheria 4, typhoid fever 1,
and membranous croup 1.

September 15th, 18qo.

During the five weeks that ended on the 6th day of Sep-
tember, 281 births and 163 deaths were registered in
Bermondsey. These numbers indicate an annual birth-rate
of 32.3, and an annual rate of mortality of 18.7 per thousand
of the estimated population. The like death-rate in London
was 19.2.

Diseases of the zymotic class caused 52 deaths, of which
10 were referred to measles, 3 to scarlet fever, 7 to whooping
cough, and 33 to diarrheea. One death was attributed to
cholera, 1 made enquiries about this case, and found the
symptoms were those of choleraic diarrheea, and not of malig-
nant cholera.

From diseases of the respiratory organs there were. 32
deaths, from those of th? tubercular order 20, from heart
disease 7, and from enteritis 5.

The number of deaths from children under one year of age
was 62, and of persons aged 6o years and upwards, 21.

Six inquests were held. Two deaths were due to violence.
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The water supplied during the month of August was
affected by the heavy rains, and consequent floods, but was
efficiently filtered, and delivered in a clear and bright
condition.

Since the last meeting of the Vestry, 113 certificates have
been received under the Infectious Diseases Notification
Act, and copies thereof duly forwarded to the Metropolitan
AS}TIU.IHE Board. They were : diphtheria 14, scarlet fever 74,
erysipelas 14, membranous croup 2, cholera 1, enteric fever 6,
and typhoid fever 2.

Complaint has been made by inhabitants of Yalding Road,
of noise, smoke, and dust from Donkin’s factory. I have
visited the premises, and consider there is a nuisance arising
from the dust, but at present am doubtful whether this case
can be deait with under the Sanitary Acts.

October 6th, 18qg0.

During the three weeks that ended on the 27th day of
September, 194 births and 85 deaths were registered in the
parish. These numbers indicate an annual birth-rate of
37.0, and an annual rate of mortality of 16.2 per thousand of
the estimated population. The corresponding death-rate in
Loondon was 16.6.

The number of deaths from diseases of the zymotic class
was 19, viz.—4 from measles, 1 from scarlet fever, 3 from
whooping cough and 11 from diarrheea.

There were 14 deaths from diseases of the tubercular
order, 16 from diseases of the respiratory organs, 8 from
cancer and 2 from old age.

The number of deaths of children under one year of age
was 31, and of persons aged 60 years and upwards, 11.

Three inquests were held. Two deaths were referred to
alcoholic poisoning from excessive drinking, and 1 to
accidental suffocation in bed.

From September 15th to October 4th, 64 cases were
reported under the Diseases Notification Act, They were:
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scarlet fever 39, erysipelas 14, typhoid fever 3, enteric fever
2, diphtheria 5, and puerperal fever 1.

October 20th, 1890,

During the fortnight that ended on the 1ith day of
Ocztober, 129 births and 52 deaths were registered in the
parish. These numbers indicate an annual birth-rate of
37.0, and an annual rate of mortality of 15.0 per thousand of
the estimated population. The corresponding death-rate in
London was 17.0.

Diseases of the zymotic class caused g deaths, viz.—
measles 1, whooping cough 4 and diarrheea 4.

From diseases of the respiratory organs there, were 12
deaths, and from those of the tubercular order g.

The number of deaths of children under one year of age
was 19, and of persons aged 60 years and upwards, ;.

Five inquests were held, and in four of the cases the deaths
were referred to violence.

The water supplied by the Southwark Company was of its
normal summer quality and efficiently filtered.

The number of certificates received under the In-
fectious Diseases Notification Act was 58, there being for
scarlet fever 43, erysipelis 10, typhoid fever 2, diphtheria 2
and membranous croup 1.

I have inspected the Board Schools in No. 1 Ward., At
the Laxon Street School the walls of the schoolrooms are
dirty and require cleansing. The accommodation of 5 closets
for 450 boys is, in my opinion, inadequate. The master com-
plains of the filthy state of the passage leading from Crosby
Row to the Infants’ School. The existence of this passage
may be unknown to the street sweepers, but their attention
should be called to its disgusting condition, especially on
Monday mornings.

At Riley Street School serious complaints were made of
offensive exhalations from the gullies in the street. If these

gullies are not trapped, they should be trapped. And if they
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are trapped they should be regularly supplied with water
during long periods of dry weather.

The existence of several tanyards, &c., in the immediate
neighbourhood, which probably empty their old soaks into
the main sewer, necessitates special attention being paid to
the gullies 1n this locality.

November 3vd, 1890,

During the three weeks that ended on the 25th day of
October, 127 births and 62 deaths were registered in the
parish, These numbers indicate an annual birth-rate of
36.5, and an annual rate of mortality of 17.8 per thousand of
the estimated population. The corresponding death-rate in
London was 20.

Diseases of the zymotic class caused 12 deaths, viz.—
Measles 3, scarlet fever 3, whooping cough 3, enteric fever 1
and diarrheea 2.

From diseases of the respiratory organs there were 2r1
deaths, of which 15 were referred to bronchitis, 4 to pneu-
monia and 2 to pulmonary congestion.

From diseases of the tubercular order there were g deaths;
from heart disease 7, and from old age 2.

The number of deaths of children under one year of age
was 22, and of persons aged 6o years and upwards, 9.

Three inquests were held. In all these cases the deaths
were attributed to violent causes.

Under the Notification of Infectious Diseases Act 48 certi-
ficates have been received, including scarlet fever 32, erysipelas
10, diphtheria 3, typhoid fever 1, enteric fever 2.

I have inspected Webb Street, Kirby Street, Alma. and
Monnow Road Board Schools, and found them in a satisfac-
tory condition.

The Customs and Inland Revenue Act, 18go, under section
26, provides that the assessment to Inhabited FHouse Duty of
any house originally built or adapted by additions or altera-
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tions and used for the sole purpose of providing separate
dwellings for persons at rents not exceeding for each dwelling
the rate of seven shillings and sixpence a week, and occupied
only by persons paying such rents, is to be discharged by the
Commissioners acting in the execution of the Acts relating to
the Inhabited House Duty from the payment of house duty
on such houses, provided that a certificate is produced to
them to the effect that the house is so constructed as to afford
suitable accommodation for each of the families or persons
inhabiting it, and that due provision is made for their sanitary
requirements. This certificate is to be obtained from the
Medical Officer of Health for the district in which the house
is situate, or from some other medical practitioner having the
qualifications required for a Medical Officer of Health and
specially appointed for this purpose.

In cases where the remuneration of the Medical Officer
of Health is subject to the approval of the Local Govern-
ment Board, the Board will be prepared to assent to a
reasonable increase of such remuneration if the Local
Authority deem the officer entitled to such increase.

In any case where payment is made it is to be paid by the
Local Authority, and not by the person who is benefited by
the certificate.

November 17th, 1890.

During the fortnight that ended on the 8th day of Novem-
ber, 105 births and 68 deaths were registered in the parish.
These numbers indicate an annual birth-rate of 30.1, and an
annual rate of mortality of 19.7 per thousand of the estimzted
population. The corresponding death-rate in London was
20.9.

Diseases of the zymotic class caused 6 deaths, viz.—
measles 3, enteric fever 1 and diarrhceea 2.

From diseases of the respiratory organs there were 2r

deaths, of which 13 were referred to bronchitis, 7 to pneu-~
monia and 1 to pleurisy.

Diseases of the tubercular order caused 11 deaths and
cancer 6.
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The number of deaths of children under one year of age
was 19, and of persons aged 6o vears and upwards, 14.

Seven inquests were held. One death was attributed to
accident,

The water supplied was of remarkable organic purity and
efficiently filtered before delivery.

The number of certificates received under the Diseases
Notification Act since the last meeting of the Vestry is 55,
exclusive of 16 received this day. The number of houses I
have been required to inspect and certify under the Inland
Revenue Act is 42. These are from two ownersonly. I have
every reason to believe that applications of this kind will be
largely increased at the beginning of the year, when the tax
papers are delivered.

December 1st, 18go.

During the fortnight that ended on the 22nd day of Nov-
ember, 117 births and 62 deaths were registered in the
parish.

These numbers indicate an annual birth-rate of 33.6, and
an annual rate of mortality of 17.8 per thousand of the esti-
mated population, The corresponding death-rate in London
was 20.2. '

Five deaths were attributed to zymotic diseases, viz.—
I to measles, 1 to scarlet fever, 2 to whooping cough and 1 to
diarrhcea.

Diseases of the respiratory organs caused 21 deaths, ViZz,—
bronchitis 11, pneumonia 8, and croup 2.

From tubercular diseases there were 12 deaths, including
g from phthisis and 3 from meningitis.

The number of deaths of children under one year of age
was 14, and of persons aged 6o years and upwards, 11.

Five inquests were held. Two deaths were referred to
violence.

Under the Diseases Notification Act, 72 certificates have
been received during the fortnight. These were classed as
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scarlet fever 51, erysipelas 10, diphtheria 7, enteric fever 1,
typhoid fever 2, membranous croup 1.

I have continued my inspection of the Board Schools, and
report that the Keeton’s Road School requires the ceilings to
be whitewashed, and the walls of the rooms and passages to
be cleaned throughout.

At the Southwark Park School the w.c. accommodation at

the girls’ schoolis inadequate. There are six female teachers,
and no separate w.c. has been provided for their use.

December 15th, 18g0.

During the fortnight that ended on the 6th day of Decem-
ber, g8 births and 57 deaths were registered in the parish.

These numbers indicate an annual birth-rate of 28.1, and
an annual rate of mortality of 16.4 per thousand of the esti-
mated population. The corresponding death-rate in London
was 1g.2.

Only four deaths were recorded from diseases of the zymotic
class, viz.—1 from measles and 3 from whooping cough.

From diseases of the respiratory organs there were 18
deaths, from those of the tubercular order 6, and from old

age 4.

The number of deaths under one year of age was 17, and
of persons aged 6o years and upwards, 14.

Three inquests were held. These were two cases of suicide
and one death from excessive drinking.

The water supplied during the last month was more highly
charged with organic matter from access of decaying vegeta-
tion, which is usual at this season of the year, but was
efficiently filtered before delivery.

The number of cases of infectious diseases reported was
31, viz.—scarlet fever 18, erysipelas 8, diphtheria 4, and
enteric fever 1.

The number of houses requiring inspection under the
House Duty Relief Act was 72.
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In Javen’s Buildings, King Street, there are 20 tenements,
occupied by 102 persons. Only one or two of these houses
are fairly clean, and fully half of them (viz.—numbers 3, 4,
5, 6, 13, 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20) are in a dirty and unsanitary
condition. In some of these houses the ceilings were white-
washed five months ago, and the walls have been left dirty
and unpapered. Broken panes in the windows abound. The
stairs and passages are dirty. There are four w.c.’s, each of
which is a double one. The doors have no fastenings.

On the 5th inst. I attended a conference of a Committee of
the London County Council and of representatives of the
Metropolitan Vestries on the proceedings to be taken under
the Housing of the Poor Act, 18go. It was resolved that the
Medical Officer of the County Council should convene a
meeting of the Medical Officers of Health to endeavour to
arrive at some common understanding as to what conditions
rendered a house unfit for human habitation, and to report
thereon to a future meeting of the Committee and Delegates.

Fanuary sth, 18g1.

During the three weeks that ended on the 27th day of
December, 144 births and 122 deaths were registered in the
parish. These numbers indicate an annual birth-rate of 27.6,
and an annual rate of mortality of 22.5 per thousand of the
estimated population. The corresponding death-rate in
London was 24.5. The low birth-rate is probably due to
delayed registration, and the higher death-rate is attributable
to cold and foggy weather.

The number of deaths from the chief diseases of the
zymotic class was 12, viz.—from measles 1, diphtheria 1,
whooping cough 7, enteric fever 2, and diarrhcea 1.

Diseases of the respiratory organs caused 46 deaths, viz.—
bronchitis 27, pneumonia 14, laryngitis 3, and pulmonary
congestion 2,

In the class of tubercular diseases there were 10 deaths
from phthisis, 3 from meningitis, 2 from tabes mesenterica,
and 2 from tuberculosis.















