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ANNUAL REPORT

MEDIGAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

TO THE VESTRY OF BERMONDSEY.

MR. CHAIRMAN AND (GENTLBMEN,

I have the honour of presenting my Twelfth
Annual Report on the state of the Public Health
in the Parish of Bermondsey.

It embraces the period of 52 weeks that ended
on the 31st day of December, 1887.

Compared with the previous year, there was an
mcrease of 33 in the total number of deaths from
all causes. The mortality, however, was 67 below
the average of the 10 preceding years.

The deaths registered in the Parish showed an
annual death rate of 191 per 1,000 of the
estimated population.

The deaths from the principal diseases of the
Zymotic class numbered 341, being 62 more than



1v.

occurred in 1886, and only two below the decennial

average. They were equal to a rate of nearly 3'8
per 1,000 persons living.

As in the previous year, there were no deaths
from Small-pox or Typhus. Measles was generally
prevalent, especially in the early part of the year,
and caused 89 deaths. Whooping Cough was
very fatal during the second and third quarters,
and was the cause of 87 deaths. Diarrhceea caused
101 deaths, of which 89 took place in the third
quarter, during a short season of hot weather.

Scarlet Fever was almost absent in the spring,
but excited much alarm in the autumn from
the general public having been led to form an
exaggerated 1dea of its prevalence. Our deaths
from this cause were 45, being an advance of 29
on the previous year, but still 11 below the
average.

Diseases of the Respiratory System were rather
more fatal, and those of the Tubercular class less so.

The birth rate, which had shown a small increase
in the previous year, declined to 35'3. There
were fewer births in each of the three registration
districts.

The natural increase of the population, or the
excess of births over deaths, was 1,469, or 1:6 per
cent., but the estimated increase is only 07 per
cent, or 622 persons yearly. The number of
inhabitants, calculated to the middle of the year,
is computed to be 90,540. The sexes are nearly in
equal proportions, the males being in a small
majority in the Leather Market and St. Mary
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Magdalen Districts, and the females slightly out-
numbering the males in St. James’s District. For
the three districts, the population, calculated on
the basis adopted by the Registrar General, is as
follows :—Leather Market, 16,000; St. Mary
Magdalen, 15,640 ; St. James’s, 58,900.

BIRTHS.

The number of births registered in the parish
during the year was 3,200, being 148 less than in
the previous year, and 197 below the decennial
average. This is the lowest number of births
recorded in any year since 1867, when it was 3,119
in a smaller population. The male children num-
bered 1,621, and the female 1,579, being in the
proportion of 1,026 boys to 1,000 girls. The mean
number of births per week was 615, against 64 in
the previous year. One birth occuwrred among
every 28 persons in the parish. The annual birth
rate was 35.3 per thousand of the estimated
population, and 19 below the same rate in 1886.
The birth rate in London was 31°7 which is the
lowest rate recorded since 1849, and probably the
lowest since civil registration began. Since 1876
this rate has-fallen continuously year by year.

As 1s usually the case, the first quarter of the
year was the most prolific. In that quarter the
births numbered 889, while in the three remaining
quarters they were respectively 751, 760 and 800.

In the Leather Market district there were 613
births: being 191 per cent. of the whole, and
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showing a birth rate of 380 per 1,000
inhabitants. In St. Mary Magdalen District the
births numbered 589, and the birth rate was 37-6.
In St. James’s district 1,998 children were born, or
62-4 per cent. of the total births. The birth rate
in the last-named district was only 339 per 1,000
residents. In comparison with thé previous year
there was a decline in the number of births in
each of the three districts.

DEATHS.

The total number of deaths from all causes
registered in the Parish during the year was 1,731,
of which 867 were males and 864 females. This
number exceeds that of the previous year by 33,
but falls short of the decennial average by 67.

The annual rate of mortality was 191 per
1,000 of the estimated population, or in the
proportion of one death to every 52 persons living,
The average weekly number of deaths was 33:3.
The ratio of deaths to births was 100 to 196.

The London death rate was 196, being the
lowest on record, although the rates of the two
preceding years had been nearly equally low.

The number of deaths recorded in the Leather
Market District was 339, or 19.5 per cent. of the
whole, and equal to a death rate of 21'2 per
1,000 living. The deaths in the St. Mary
Magdalen District were 386, or 22-2 per cent., and
equal to a death rate of 24'6. In the Workhouse,
- which 1s situated in this district, there were 69
deaths; exclusive of these, the death rate was 20.2.
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In the St. James' District there were 1,006
deaths, or a percentage of 581, corresponding
to a yearly death rate of 17-1 per 1,000
inhabitants.

During the first quarter of the year the registered
deaths numbered 458, or 26'4 per cent.; in the
second quarter, 386, or22-3 per cent.; in the third
quarter, 459, or 264 per cent. ; and in the fourth
quarter, 428, or 247 per cent. of the total deaths
of the entire year.

The number of deaths of infants under one year
of age was 544, of which 117 took place in the
Leather Market District; 97 in St. Mary
Magdalen’s, and 330 in St. James’s. The infantile
death rate, or the proportion of the deaths of
infants in the first year of life to 1,000 registered
births, was 170 for the entire Parish :—190 in the
Leather Market ; 164 in St. Mary Magdalen ; and
165 in St. James’s District. Compared with the
previous year, there is an increase in this rate in
the two last-mentioned districts.

In London the infantile death rate was 1568 ; in
28 great towns it averaged 168; in 50 large town
districts, 153; and throughout England and
Wales, 145. The proportion reached 209 in
Leicester and 214 in Preston.

The number of deaths in persons of 60 years of
age and upwards was 282, or 16'3 per cent. of the
total deaths. The first quarter of the year, being
the coldest, is most fatal to the aged, and the third,
or hottest quarter, to young children.
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The deaths of two centenarians were recorded—
one at the age of 100, and the other at the age of
102 years. Both were widows.

Twenty-one per cent of the deaths registered in
London in 1887 occurred in some or other public
institution. About one in nine of the deceased
persons died in a workhouse, and one in 133 in a
Metropolitan Asylum Hospital ; while one in 12 died
in other hospitals, and one in 60 in an asylum for
lunatics or imbeciles. To include all these cases
the number of deaths of Bermondsey parishioners
should be raised to 2,000, of which 1,731 took place
within the Parish and 269 beyond its boundaries.

These deaths in public institutions included—
Scarlet Fever, 17; Diphtheria, six; Whooping
Cough, three; ‘Enteric Fever, two; and Diarrhcea,
five. Ihave no information as to the residences or
ages of these patients, nor any account of the
causes of death in the remaining cases.

CAUSES OF DEATH.

The chief diseases of the Zymotic class caused
341 deaths against 279 in the previous year, and a
decennial average of 342. These deaths were 197
per cent., or nearly one-fifth, of the deaths from
all causes, and were in the proportion of 3:76 to
1,000 of the population. The Zymotic death rate
in London was 3:02.

Measles prevailed throughout the year, and
caused 89 deaths, exceeding the average by 23.
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No less than 83 of these deaths occurred in children
under five years of age. Scarlet Fever was more
fatal than in the previous year, there being 45
deaths from this disease, against only 16 in 1886.
The average of the 10 preceding years, however,
1s 56, and during that period there were three
years when the number of deaths from this cause
exceeded 100. Whooping Cough accounted for 87
deaths, of which 84 took place in children under five
years of age. From Diarrhea there were 101
deaths, 89 of which happened in the third or
summer quarter, and 80 in infants under one year.
10 deaths were attributed to Diphtheria :—one in
the Leather Market District; two in St. Mary
Magdalen’s; and seven in St. James’s. This
number is below the average, which is 14. The
deaths from Fever included eight of the enteric and
one of the simple continued form. In 1863 the
deaths from Fever were 64, and the average for five
years was 48. The completion of the main drainage
scheme, the covering of the tidal ditches, and the
abolition of cesspools, were promptly followed by
a great reduction in the number of deaths from
fever. Including two deaths from Enteric Fever
which occurred in the hospitals, our fever death
rate is 0.12 per 1,000. The same rate in London
18 0.16, and the mean rate in 28 great towns is
0.22. There are 10 towns in which this rate ex-

ceeds 0.30, and one—Preston—where it amounts
to 0-63. |

In the class of Septic Diseases there were seven
deaths from Erysipelas, one from Pyzmia, one from

Gangrene, two from Anthrax, and eight from Puer-
peral Septicaemia.
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The deaths of three children were referred to
want of breast-milk. It is probable that many of
the deaths attributed to Atrophy and other
“wasting diseases” are really due to improper
hand-feeding. Alcoholism was the certified cause
of six deaths—a number which by no means fully
represents the fatal consequences resulting from
the abuse of alcoholic stimulants.

In the class of Constitutional Diseases there
were eight deaths from Rheumatic Affections, one
from Gout, four from Rickets, and 25 from Cancer.

The number of deaths from diseases of the
Tubercular order was 225 being 12'9 per cent. of
the total deaths, and at the rate of 248 per
1,000 persons living.

From Tabes Mesenterica there were 22 deaths,
from Meningitis 72, from Phthisis, or Consumption,
115, and from other Scrofulous Diseases, 16. In

the previous year the deaths from Phthisis were
136, and in 1885, 144.

Diseases of the Respiratory System caused 459
deaths, against 426 in the previous year. They
were 26°5 per cent. of the total deaths, and equalled
a rate of 51 per 1,000. They included Croup,
14 ; Bronchitis, 271 ; Pneumonia, 143; and other
diseases, 31.

From Diseases of the Brain and Nervous System
there were 163 deaths, or 94 per cent., and 1'8 per
1,000 inhabitants.

Apoplexy and Paralysis caused 55 deaths, and
Convulsions 80.
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Diseases of the Heart and Organs of Circulation
accounted for 84 deaths, or 4'8 per cent. of the
total deaths.

Seventy-five deaths were referred to Old Age, 39
to Premature Birth, and seven to Congenital Mal-
formations.

From various forms of Diseases of the Digestive
System there were 65 deaths, or 3'8 per cent.
Teethmg caused 18 deaths, and Dlseases of the
Liver, 12.

Thirty-two persons died from Diseases of tha
Kidneys, and four from Diabetes.

Five women died from accidents of Child-birth.
To this number should be added the eight deaths
from Puerperal Septicemia.

The inquest cases were 97, or 56 per cent. of
the deaths. The Natural Causes of death included:
Convulsive Fits, 20; Heart Diseases and Syncope,
16; Pulmonary D1smses seven; Brain Diseases,
fmlr Excessive Dlmklng, two.

The deaths arising from Violence were 33, or
1-96 per cent. of the deaths. Ten infants were
accidentally suffocated. 81:{ persons died from in-
juries rec en ed from ‘Falls.” Four were ‘“Found
Drowned,” and two were ‘‘ Accidentally Drowned.”
A woman died through “ Misadventure by drinking
a quantity of ammonia in tea.”

There were four cases of Suicide—two by cut
throat, and two by hanging. There were two cases
of Murder (both children), and one of Manslaughter
(a man aged 46 years).
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The uncertified deaths were 32, or 1-8 per cent.
—eight in the Leather Market, 11 in St. Mary
Magdalen, and 13 in St. James’ District.

In London the uncertified deaths were 1-1 per
cent. of the registered deaths.

NOTIFICATION OF INFECTIOUS
DISEASES.

Inordertoprevent the spread of Infectious diseases
and the possibility of one or two cases developing
mto a widespread and fatal epidemic, it is essential
that the occurrence of the first cases should be
brought within the knowledge of the Sanitary
Authorities. The first persons attacked do not
always die, and an infectious disease may have
been diffused extensively and in various directions
before any certificate of death, announcing the first
fatal cause comes into the hands of the Medical
Officer of Health. The longer the delay the greater
15 the difficulty of tracing the source of importation,
or the local origin of the disease. It is by no
means an easy task to follow up every case and
endeavour to prevent the establishment of an
epidemic by the enforcement of isolation and dis-
infection. The people in general do not appreciate
the importance of these measures. However, they
are becoming more and more sensible of the ad-
vantages of the prompt removal of patients to the
Fospitals, and there can be no doubt that this will
have considerable effect in limiting the prevalence
and the fatality of an epidemiec.
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Voluntary notification of the occurrence of
infectious disease in a house is incomplete, and
fails to secure those public benefits which a well
organised system of compulsory notification is
calculated to effect.

Thirty-eight towns in Great Britain have
adopted, under their Local Acts, some plan of
compulsory notification. In practice the system
has been found to work satisfactorily and to be free
from many of the objections which were formerly
urged against it.

The Society of Medical Officers of Health, the
Sanitary Institute of Great Britain, and the
Metropolitan Asylums Board are in favour of the
principle of this measure, and concur in the
opinion that its adoption throughout the Metro-
politan area would be an additional security to the
public against the spread of a fatal class of diseases.

NUISANCES.

The most important trade nuisance which has
been abated during the year, and, I hope entirely
abolished, is the Fish Offal Depot in Little Abbey
Street, which from time to time, was peculiarly
offensive to the residents in that locality. Com-
plaints have been made of nuisances arising from
the careless conduct of the businessin certaintrades
peculiar to the parish, but only in one instance
was 1t necessary to institute any legal proceedings.
Several houses in a dilapidated and insanitary con-
dition, and in some instances unfit for human
habitation, have received the attention of your
officers, :
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STATISTICS OF LONDON.

The population at the middle of the year 1887
was 4,215,192 persons, of whom 1,985,270 were
males, and 2,229 922 females. The estimated
increase during the year was 67,194, of which
50,867 arose from the excess of births over the
deaths, and 16,327 from the influx of persons from
the country and from abroad.

The marriages celebrated in London were 34,193
In number, giving a proportion of 162 persons
married to each 1,000 of the population. This is
the lowest marriage rate yet recorded in London.
The same statement has been made year by year
during the last five years.

The registered births numbered 133,075: males,
67,481; females, 65,594. The births were in the
proportion of 31'7 to 1,000 inhabitants. This is
the lowest rate since civil registration began.

The deaths registered in the year numbered
82,208, of which 42,105 were males, and 40,103
temales. The annual rate of mortality was 196
per 1,000 The male death rate being 213, and
the female death rate 18-0.

The deaths from Measles, Diarrheea and Diph-
theria exceeded the average, while those from
Scarlet Fever, Whooping Cough and Fever were
below it.

The death rates in the groups of districts were :
West, 19:0; North, 17-8; Central, 26:0; East,
22'5; South, 186,
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The death rate during the first quarter of the
year was 20°7; in the second quarter, 18:0; in the
third quarter, 19-6; and in the fourth quarter, 20-0.

The mean temperature of the air was 478, being
14 below the average of 45 years. The tempera-
ture of the summer quarter was above the average.

Rain fell on 141 days. The amount registered
was 1986 inches, being 536 inches below the
mean rainfall of the previous 72 years. The re-
markable small rainfall occasioned, in many parts
of the country, great difficulties in maintaining
an abundant supply of water.

The absence of floods affecting the river Thames
enabled the companies deriving their supply from
that source to distribute water containing but little
impurity, either in solution or suspension. With
the exception of a slight turbidity which ocecured
in the month of January, and arose from the
flooded state of the river, the water supplied
by the Southwark Company was reported to be
clear and bright. At the end of April there were
two or three days when the water supplied to some
parts of this Parish was very turbid. I attributed
it to accidental local contamination during the
laying down of new pipes.

Thanking the Vestry for the kind support which
I have received in the exercise of my duties.

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,

JOHN DIXON, M.D.,

Medical Officer of Health.
133, Jamaica Road, Bermondsey.






























FORTNIGHTLY REPORTS.
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January 17th, 1887.

During the fortnight that ended on the 8th day of January
the number of births registered in the parish was 128, and the
number of deaths 97. The annual birth rate was 37:0, and
the annual rate of mortality 28:0 per 1000 of the estimated
population. The corresponding death rate in London during
the same period was 25-1,

Zymotic Diseases caused 13 deaths, viz.:—Measles, 11;
Scarlet Fever, one ; and Diarrheea, one.

From Diseases of the Respiratory Organs there were 21
deaths, viz.:—from Bronchitis, 16; Pneumonia, two; and
other Diseases, three.

To Tubercular Diseases 19 deaths were referred, viz. :(—to
Consumption, 12 ; to Meningitis, three ; to Tabes Mesenterica
and other Diseases of the same class, four.

Heart Disease accounted for seven deaths, and Old Age
for five.

Six inquests were held. In one case, that of a woman, aged
45 years, death was attributed to ‘Excessive Drinking and
Exposure to Cold.”

The deaths in children under one year of age numbered 32,
and those in persons of 60 years of age and upwards, 19.
Among the latter, three had attained the ages of 83, 85 and 88
years.

The water supplied during the previous month contained
marked increase in the quantity of organic matter, owing to

the flooded state of the river, but all the samples were clear
and bright.
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In the 13 weeks that ended on the 1st of January, the
number of deaths in Bermondsey, including the deaths in
Hospitals and in other Public Institutions of persons admitted
from this Parish, was 468,

The annual rate of mortality was 20-4.

The number of deaths from Zymotic Diseases was 60, shewing
an annual Zymotic death rate of 27 per 1,000 persons living.

Fesruary Tth, 1887.

During the three weeks that ended on the 29th day of J anuary,
227 births and 105 deaths were registered in the Parish. These
numbers shew an annual birth rate of 43-4 and an annual rate
of mortality of 20-1 per 1,000 of the estimated population.

The corresponding death rate in London was 21-5.

The chief Zymotic Diseases caused 10 deaths, being at the rate
of 19 per 1,000. There were five deaths from Measles, two
from Scarlet Fever, and one each from Diphtheria, Whooping
Cough, and Enteric Fever. The last named case is registered
as ‘ Erysipelas, Typhoid Fever, and Pneumonia.” Its Enteric
character may be considered doubtful.

The fatality of diseases of the Respiratory Organs was
considerable. There were 42 deaths, of which 32 were referred
to Bronchitis, six to Pneumonia, and four to other diseases.

Diseases of the Tubercular Class caused eight deaths, and Old
Age, five.

Under one year and above 60 years of age, there were 25
deaths in each case.

Bight Inquests were held. Five deaths were referred to
Hatuﬁml Causes, and three to violence. Five deaths were un-
certified.

FeBruary 21st, 1887.

During the fortnight that ended on the 12th day of February,
120 births and 56 deaths were registered in the Parish. These
numbers shew an annual birth rate of 344, and an annual rate
of mortality of 151 per 1,000 of the estimated population,
The corresponding death rate in London was 180 per 1,000.
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Only four deaths were recorded from Zymotic Disease, viz.:—
one from Measles, two from Whooping Cough, and one from
Enteric Fever.

From Diseases of the Respiratory System there were 15
deaths, of whieh 11 were referred to Bronchitis.

Tubercular Diseases caused six deaths, and those of the Brain
and Nervous System, eight.

The deaths which occurred in the first year of life numbered
94, and those in persons of upwards of 60 years of age, nine.

Five Inquests were held. Four deaths arose from Violence,
including two cases of murder, and one of suicide.

The water supplied by the Southwark Company during the
revious month was of inferior quality, the deterioration being
attributed to excessive floods.

The general state of the public health is satisfactory.

Marce Tth, 1887.

During the fortnight that ended on the 26th day of February,
157 births and 62 deaths were registered in the Parish., These
numbers shew an annual birth rate of 45-0, and an annual rate
of mortality of 17-8 per 1,000 of the estimated population.

The corresponding death rate in Liondon was 20-1.
Zymotic Diseases caused eight deaths, viz:—Measles,

three ; Scarlet Fever, one; Whooping Cough, three; and
Diarrhcea, one.

From Diseases of the Respiratory Organs there were 20 deaths,
of which 12 were referred to Bronehitis, and five to Pneumonia.

Tubercular diseases caused eight deaths, viz :—Phthisis, four;
Meningitis, three ; and Tabes Mesenterica, one. '

Four deaths occurred from Old Age, and six from Infantile
Convulsions.

Under one year of age there were 22 deaths, and in persons
of 60 years of age and upwards, 13.

Two Inquests were held, and three deaths were uncertified.
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Marcu 21st, 1887.

During the fortnight that ended on the 21st day of March,
the number of births registered in the Parish was 133, and the
number of deaths 66. These numbers shew an annual birth
rate of 382, and an annual rate of mortality of 189 per
1,000 of the estimated population.

The corresponding death rate in London was 203 per 1,000

The chief diseases of the Zymotic class caused 11 deaths,

viz, i—DMeasles, Scarlet Fever and Whooping Cough, each
three, and Diarrheea, two.

From Diseases of the Tubercular order there were 10 deaths,
viz:—from Phthisis, seven; from Meningitis, two; and from
Tuberculosis, one.

Diseases of the Respiratory Organs caused 18 deaths, viz :—
Bronchitis, 12; Pneumonia, five; and Croup, one.

Four deaths were attributed to Old Age.

The number of deaths which oceurred in children under one

year of age was 18, and in persons of upwards of 60 years of
age, 13.

Two Inquests were held, the death in both cases appeared to
be due to Natural Causes.

The water supplied by the Southwark Company during the
previous month showed a marked improvement in quality.

Arrin 4th, 1887.

During the fortnight that ended on the 26th day of March
120 births and 83 deaths were registered in the Parish. These
numbers shew an annual birth rate of 34-4, and an annual rate
of mortality of 237 per 1,000 of the estimated population.
The corresponding death rate in London was 20-8.

Diseases of the Respiratory Organs exhibited an increased
fatality. Nineteen persons died from Bronchitis, and 12 from
Pneumonia. The chief Diseases of the Zymotic class caused
13 deaths, viz.:—Measles, eight; Scarlet Fever, two:
Diphtheria, Whooping Cough, and Diarrhea, each one.
Measles were unusually prevalent in London.
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From Diseases of the Tubercular class there were nine
deaths.

The deaths of children under one year of age numbered 21,
and those in persons of 60 years of age and upwards, 13.

Nine inquests were held. In five the deaths were referred
to Natural Causes, and in two to Accident.

Arrir. 18th, 1887.

During the fortnight that ended on the 9th day of April, 113
births and 74 deaths were registered in the Parish. These
numbers shew an annual birth rate of 324, and an annual rate
of mortality of 21-2 per 1,000 of the estimated population.
The corresponding death rate in London was 18-7.

The fatality from Diseases of the Respiratory System
remains high.

There were 18 deaths from Bronchitis, and six from
Pneumonia.

From Zymotic Diseases there were eight deaths, of which

five were referred to Measles, two to Whooping Cough, and
one to Diarrhcea.

Diseases of the Tubercular class caused eight deaths, Old
Age, four, and Heart Diseases, five.

The deaths under one year of age numbrred 15, and those
above 60 years of age, 13.

Six inquests were held. Three deaths were attributed to
Violence. One was caused by ““ Hxcessive Drinking.”

The water supplied by the Southwark Company during the
last month was clear and bright.

May 2nd, 1887.

During the fortnight that ended on the 28rd day of April,
131 births and 62 deaths were registered in the Parish. These
numbers shew an annual birth rate of 37-6, and an annual rate
of mortality of 17-8 per 1,000 of the estimated population.

The corresponding death rate in London was 19-1 per 1,000
persons living.
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There were only seven deaths from Diseases of the Zymotie
class, viz, :—Four from Measles, one from Scarlet Fever, and
two from Whooping Cough.

Diseases of the Respiratory Organs caused 18 deaths, of
which 12 were referred to Bronchitis, four to Pneumonia, and
two to other diseases.

Tubercular Diseases caused nine]deaths, and Old Age, four.

Four inquests were held. All the deaths were attributed to
Infantile Convulsive Fits.

The number of deaths under one year of age were 23, and
above 60 years of age, 14,

On Friday and Saturday last the water supplied by the
Southwark Company was very turbid—sufficiently so to
indicate a break-down in the filtering arrangements, or some
accidental contamination of the supply.

May 16th, 1887.

During the fortnight that ended on the Tth day of May, 120
births and 59 deaths were registered in the Parish. These
numbers shew an annual birth rate of 344, and an annual rate
of mortality of 159 per 1,000 of the estimated population.
The corresponding death rate in the whole of London was 18-6.

From the chief Diseases of the Zymotic class 12 deaths were
recorded, viz :—four from Measles, and eight from Whooping

Cough.

Diseases of the Respiratory Organs caused 18 deaths, viz :—
Bronchitis, nine ; and Pneumonia, nine.,

Three deaths were attributed to diseases of: the Tubercular
class, and four to Old Age.

A man, aged 29, died from * Aleoholism.”

Three inquests were held. One death arose from Accidental
Asphyxia.

The number of deaths under one year of age was 17, and
above 60 years of age, 13.

With the exception of Whooping Cough, the general state of
the public health in the Parish is very satisfactory.
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June 8th, 1887.

During the three weeks that ended on the 28th day of May,
the number of births registered in the Parish was 159, and the
number of deaths, 111, shewing an annual birth rate of 30-4,
and an annual rate of mortality of 210 per 1,000 of the
estimated population. The corresponding death rate in
London was 19 per 1,000 persons living.

The chief Diseases of the Zymotic class caused 18 deaths,
viz. :—Measles, six; Diphtheria, three; Whooping Cough,
eight ; and Diarrhcea, one.

From Diseases of the Respiratory Organs there were 32
deaths, viz. :—From Bronchitis, 17 ; and from Pneumonia, 16.

Eleven deaths were referred to Diseases of the Tubercular
class—six to Phthisis ; four to Meningitis ; and one to Tabes
Meseriterica.

Eight persons died from Old:Age.

Two inquests were held. The number of deaths in children
under one year of age was 25, and in persons of 60 years of age
and upwards, 20. Eight persons died in the workhouse.

I have prepared a Report on the Bill for the Sanitary
Registration of Buildings.

Juse 20th, 1887,

During the fortnight that ended on the 11th day of June, 132
births and 55 deaths were registered in the Parish. These
numbers are equal to an annual birth rate of 37'9, and an
annual rate of mortality of 147 per 1,000 of the estimated
population. The corresponding death rate in London was 17-7.

From Diseases of the Zymntic class there were eight deaths,
viz. :—two from Measles, and six from Whooping Cough.

Diseases of the Respiratory Organs caused 17 deaths, and
those of the Tubercular order, 12.

Three inquests were held. One death was attributed to an
Injury to the Lungs from a fall in the street.

The number of deaths in children under one year of age was
26, and in persons of 60 years of age and upwards, five.
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There were no deaths from Diarrheea, and with the single
exception of Whooping Cough being still prevalent, the
general mortality returns are very satisfactory.

Juny 4th, 1887,

During the fortnight that ended on the 25th day of June, 92
births and 46 deaths were registered in the Parish. These
numbers shew an annual birth rate of 26:4, and an annual
rate of mortality of 13-2 per 1,000 of the estimated population.

The corresponding death rate in London was 165, a lower
than has been recorded since the last week of June, 1886.

The chief Zymotic Diseases caused 13 deaths, of which two
were referred to Measles; one to Diphtheria; and 10 to
Whooping Cough,

From Diseases of the Respiratory Organs there were only
seven deaths.

In the class of Tubercular Diseases there were five deaths
from Phthisis, five from Meningitis, and one from Tuberculosis.

The number of deaths in children under one year of age was
ten; in persons of 60 years and upwards, eight.

Jury 18th, 1887.

During the fortnight that ended on the 9th day of July,
112 births and 55 deaths were registered in the Parish. These
numbers shew an annual birth rate of 32-1, and an annual
rate of mortality of 157 per 1,000 of the estimated population.
The corresponding death rate in London was 182, This rate,
which had been 16-6 in the first week, rose to 19-9 in the last
week. The rise is due to an increase in the number of deaths
from Measles, Whobping Cough, Scarlet Fever, Enteric Fever,
and Diarrhcea—the latter being the principal cause.

The number of deaths from Zymotie Diseases in the Parish
was 17, viz.:—From Measles, five; Whooping Cough. six;
Enteric Fever, one ; and Diarrhcea, five.

The fatality from Diseases of the Respiratory Organs was
small, there being only six deaths from Pulmonary Diseases
exclusive of Phthisis,
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Tubercular Diseases caused nine deaths, viz, :—Consumption,
four ; Meningitis, four ; and Tabes Mesenterica, one.

The deaths in children under one year of age numbered 18,
and those in persons of 60 years of age and upwards, four.

Two inquests were held. The deaths were referred to
Natural Causes.

I have directed that the usual public notices concerning

Diarrhcea should be re-printed and published throughout the
Parish.

Avcgust 8th, 1887.

During the three weeks that ended on the 30th day of July,
186 births and 143 deaths were registered in the Parish.
These numbers are equal to an annual birth rate of 355, and
an annual rate of mortality of 27'2 per 1,000 of the estimated
population. The corresponding death rate in London was
23-8. S 1%

In the deaths from Diseases of the Zymotic class there were
six from Measles, one from Scarlet Fever, nine from Whooping
Cough, and 49 from Diarrhceea. Of these fatal cases of
Diarrhcea 14 occurred in the Leather Market District and 31
in St. James's. The number under one year of age was 42.

Exclusive of deaths from Diarrheea the general death rate
would have been 18-1. |

From Diseases of the Respiratory Organs there were 10
deaths, and from those of the Tubercular order, 26. The latter
included 11 deaths from Phthisis, and the large number of 13
from Meningitis. The number of deaths under one year of age
was 79, and above 60 years of age, 13. Four inquests were
held. One death was from Accidental Drowning while
bathing.

On the 26th of July I visited the premises of Mr. Higgins in
Little Abbey Street, and found there deposited several tons of
fish offal and other refuse matters. The mixture was highly
offensive, a decided nuisance, and . injurious to health,
Proceedings were taken, and on the 4th of August the
Magistrate at the Southwark Police Court made an order for
the abatement of the nuisance, and an order prohibiting its
recurrence.
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SepreEMBER 19th, 1887,

In the six weeks that ended on the tenth day of September,
the number of births registered in the Parish was 855, and the
number of deaths, 200. These numbers are equal to an annual
birth rate of 33'9, and an annual rate of mortality of 19-1 per
1,000 of the estimated population. In London the death rate
ranged from 166 to 23-3 during this short period, the mean
rate being 19-8.

From Diseases of the Zymotic class there were 62 deaths,
viz, :—From Measles, eight; Scarlet Fever, 13; Diphtheria,
one ; Whooping Cough, eight ; and Diarrheea, 32. Of the 13
deaths from Secarlet Fever, nine occurred in the Leather
Market District, two in St. Mary Magdalen, and two in 5t,
James's. All the deaths from Whooping Cough were in
St. James’s Distriet. Of the 32 deaths from Diarrheea, two
oceurred in aged persons, seven in children aged one fo five
years, and 23 in infants under one year of age.

Diseases of the Respiratory Organs caused 23 deaths, and
those of the Tubercular class, 28.

The number of deaths in children under one year of age was
32, and in persons of 60 years of age and upwards, eight.

Seventeen inquests were held. The cases included ei
deaths from Violence. There were two cases of Emcide, g
of Accidental Suffocation in bed, and one of Concussion arising
from a fall down stairs. Five deaths were uncertified.

The water supplied by the Southwark Company was
exceptionally free from organic matter, and efficiently filtered.

Mr. Higgins having failed to comply with the order of the
Magistrate, the usual and necessary steps in such cases have
been taken. I attended at the Police Court on the Tth and
14th inst., when the case was further adjourned for the
convenience of counsel.

Complaint having been received of offensive smells from the
premises of Mr. Warren in Tanner Street, I visited them and
found an a~cumulation of animal m&ttar, of which a large
portion was in a putrid and semi-putrid state. Notwithstanding
repeated cautions every year for seven years, Mr, Warren has
not used proper and available means for preventing the
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occurrence of a nuisance. On the ld4th inst. an order was
obtained for the abatement of the nuisance. This is not
intended to interfere with the business so long as care is taken
to prevent it from being a nuisance and injurious to health.

OcToBER 3rd, 1887.

During the fortnight that ended on the 24th day of September,
109 births and 51 deaths were registered in Bermondsey.
These numbers shew an annual birth rate of 31'3, and an
annual rate of mortality of 146 per 1,000 of the estimated
population. The corresponding death rate in Lonbon was 15-0.

The chief Diseases of the Zymotic class caused 12 deaths,
viz. :—Scarlet Fever, two; Whooping Cough, four; Enteric
Fever, three ; and Diarrheea, three.

From Diseases of the Respiratory Organs there were only
six deaths.

Tubercular Diseases caused 14 deaths, including 10 from
Consumption.

The number of deaths in children under one year of age was
13, and of persons aged 60 years and upwards, eight.

One death was referred to Violence, and two were uncertified.

The deaths from Scarlet Fever in London, which had
increased in the six preceding weeks from 21 to 57, declined
in the week ending September 24th, to 38 (including 12 in
hospital) and were three below the corrected average.

Ocroser 17th, 1887.

During the fortnight that ended on the 8th day of October,
129 births and 49 deaths were registered in the Parish. These
numbers are equal to an annual birth rate of 37-0, and an
annual rate of mortality of 14-0 per 1.000 of the estimated
population. The corresponding death rate in London was 15°5.

From Diseases of the Zymotic class there were only five
deaths, viz :—From Measles, one ; from Scarlet Fever, three ;
and from Whooping Cough, one.

From Diseases of the Respiratory Organs there were 13
deaths, and from those of the Tubercular elass, 10,
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The number of deaths in children under one year of age wag
nine, and in persons of 60 years of age and upwards, 12.

Four inquests were held. One death was referred to
Violence—a verdict of * Manslaughter'” being returned by the
coroner’s jury.

The water supplied by the Southwark Company was clear
and bright, and (for river water) remarkably free from organie
madtter,

The number of deaths from Scarlet Fever in London during
the fortnight was slightly below the corrected decennial average.

I have inspected the house, No. 14, Cross Street, and report
that it is in such a dirty and dilapidated state as to be unfit
for human habitation.

NovemBeERr Tth, 1888,

During the three weeks that. ended on the 29th day of
October, 185 births and 89 deaths were registered in the Parish.
These numbers shew an annual birth rate of 35'4, and an
annual rate of mortality of 17-0 per 1,000 of the estimated
population. The corresponding death rate in London was
19-2 per 1,000, this rate having risen from 16-7 to 21-5.

The number of deaths from Diteases of the Zymotic class
was nine, viz. :(—From Measles, four; Scarlet Fever, two
Whooping Cough, one ; and Diarrhcea, one.

Diseases of the Respiratory Organs caused 23 deaths, of
which 16 were referred to Bronchitis, and six to Pneumonia.

From Diseases of the Tubercular class there were 12 deaths,
of which eight were attributed to Phthisis.

Nine persons died from Heart Disease, and two from Old
Age.

Six inquests were held, Three deaths were due to Violence.

At 48, Parker’'s Row the roof at the rear of the premises is

very defective, and the drainage is so bad as to cause a nuisance
injurious to health.

There is a letter from the Metropolitan Asylums Board
invitirg a Report from your Medical Officer as to the extent,
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as compared with previous years, to which Scarlet Fever has

been prevalent during the present year in your Sanitary
District.

I beg to report that during the last ten years the deaths
from Scarlet Fever in Bermondsey have been as follows :(—In
1877, 21; 1878, 42; 1879, 102; 1880, 102; 1881, 56; 1882,
47; 1883, 101; 1884, 48; 1885, 23; 1886, 16, the mean yearly
number being 56. The number of deaths during the present
year, registered up to Saturday last, has been 35, If the same
proportion prevails to the end of the year the number will be
42. In the absence of any general notification of cases of
infectious disease, it is not possible to form a trustworth
estimate of the total number of cases, as the rate of mortality
varies in different years and at different seasons.

On the subject of Compulsory Notification of Infectious
Diseases I am fully in accord with the resolution unanimousl
adopted by the Society of Medical Officers of Health at their
Annual Meeting on the 21st of October, at which I was present.

Without this the Sanitary Laws are imperfect and partial in
their application, and are deprived of more than half the power
which they would otherwise possess in protecting the public
against the spread of infectious diseases.

NovemBer 21st, 1887,

During the fortnight that ended on the 12th day of November
the number of births registered in the Parish was 115, and the
number of deaths, 82. These figures shew an annual birth
rate of 33, and an annual rate of mortality of 28:5 per 1,000 of

the estimated population. The corresponding death rate in
London was 20-4.

From Diseases of the Zymotic class there were 11 deaths,
viz. :—Two from Measles; eight from Scarlet Fever; and one
from Diphtheria.

The deaths from Diseases of the Respiratory Organs were

28, of which 22 were referred to Bronchitis, and six to
Pneumonia.

Tubercular Diseases caused 13 deaths, viz. :—Phthisis, eight;
Meningitis, three; and Tabes Mesenterica, two.,
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Four persons died from Heart Disease, and six from Old Age.

There were two Inquest cases. One death arose from
Accident.

Twenty children died under one year of age, and 17 persons
at upwards of 60 years of age. Among the latter there were
five between 70 and 80, and six between 80 and 90 years of age,
the oldest being 89. The increased mortality is mainly due to
a sudden fall in the temperature of the air.

I have inspected the house, No. 79, East Lane, and find the
roof is very defective, and the state of dampness is injurious
to health,

A girl aged 15 years was removed on Saturday last from 72,
Wolseley %uild,ingﬂ to the Rotherhithe Infirmary, and found
to be suffering from Scarlet Fever. Yesterday morning she
was sent to the South Eastern Hospital. There has lately
been a death from this disease at 58, Wolseley Buildings.

DecemBER 5th, 1887,

During the fortnight that ended on the 26th day of November,
136 births and 76 deaths were registered in Bermondsey.
These numbers shew an annual birth rate of 39, and an annual
rate of mortality of 218 per 1,000 of the estimated population.
The corresponding death rate in London was 216 per 1,000,

Zymotic Diseases of all kinds caused 10 deaths, which is
equal to an annual rate of 2'8 per 1,000 living. There were
four deaths from Measles, two from Scarlet Fever, one from
Whooping Cough, one from Enteric Fever, and two from
Diarrhcea. :

From Diseases of the Respiratory Organs there were 29
deaths, of which 18 were referred to Bronchitis, 10 to
Pneumonia, and one to Congestion of the Lungs.

Tubercular Diseases caused eight deaths, Heart Disease,
four, and Old Age, four.

Nineteen children died under one year of age, and 15 persons
at upwards of 60 years of age.

Four inquests were held. Two deaths were due to Violence.



RXXIX.

The water supplied during the previous month contained
only a small proportion of organic matter for the season of
the year.

The deaths from Scarlet Fever in London are slightly below
the average.

DecemBEr 19th, 1887.

During the fortnight that ended on the 10th day of December,
108 births and 73 deaths were registered in the Parish. These
numbers shew an annual birth rate of 31'0, and an annual rate
of mortality of 20'9 per 1,000 of the estimated population.
The corresponding death rate in London was 20-3 per 1,000.

The number of deaths from Zymotic Diseases was 13, viz.:—
From Measles, four; Scarlet Fever, four; Whooping Cough,
three: Enteric Fever, one; and Diarrheea, one. In the
hospitals there were seven deaths from Scarlet Fever in patients
who had been removed from Bermondsey. There was one
death from Scarlet Fever in Flockton Street on the 21st of
November, and one death from Whooping Cough in the same
street, but not in the same house, on December the 2nd.

Diseases of the Respiratory Organs caused 23 deaths, and
those of the Tubercular class, 13.

Sixteen children died under one year of age, and nine
persons at upwards.of 60 years of age.

Four inquests were held. Three deaths were referred to
Natural Causes, and one was that of a person unknown,
“« Found Drowned ; no marks of violence, no proof how he came
into the water.”

The letters from the Society of Medical Officers of Health,
the Sanitary Institute of Great DBritain, the Metropolitan
Asylums Board, and the Kensington Vestry, on the subject
of the Notification of Infectious Diseases, which were referred
to the General Purposes Committee on the Tth of November,
have been again referred to me. I think it is desirable that
the Vestry should pass a resolution in favour of the principle
of the compulsory notification of infectious diseases throughout
the Metropolis. The best way of carrying this out may be
left to the Local Government Board and the Legislature.
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It is obvious that, in order to prevent the spread of disease
and the possibility of one or two cases developing into a wide-
spread and fatal epidemic, a knowledge of the existence of first
cases is indispensable. The first cases are not necessaril
fatal, and the information derived from certificates of deat
usually come too late to be of much use in the prevention of
epidemics. Voluntary notification is incomplete, and therefore
a failure. Thirty-egggt towns in Great Britain have availed
themselves—under Local Acts—of compulsory notification,
and in practice it has been found to work satisfactorily.

This subject is perfectly distinet from that of the compulsory
removal of the sick to Hospital.

JANUARY 2nd, 1888.

During the fortnight that ended on the 24th day of December,
124 births and 53 deaths were registered in the Parish. These
numbers shew an annual birth rate of 355, and an annual
rate of mortality of 15'2 per 1,000 of the estimated population.
The corresponding death rate in London was 19-3.

~ Zymotic Diseases caused 14 deaths, viz.:—Measles, five;
Scarlet Fever, one; Whooping Cough, six; Simple Fever, one;
and Diarrhcea, one.

From Diseases of tle Respiratory Organs there were 12
deaths, viz.:—From Bronchitis, seven; from Pneumonia, four;
and from Asthma, one. -

Diseases of the Tubercular class caused six deaths.

Six inquests were held. All the deaths were referred to
Natural Causes.

The number of deaths in children under one year of age was
11, and in persons of 60 years of age and upwards, nine. A
female diecﬁn the Workhouse, at the age of 100 years, on the
24th of December.















