[Report 1860-1861]

Contributors

Bermondsey (London, England). Parish. Vestry.
Challice, John.

Publication/Creation
London : E. Billing, 1862.

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/hw4nk5pe

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution, Non-commercial license.

Non-commercial use includes private study, academic research, teaching,
and other activities that are not primarily intended for, or directed towards,
commercial advantage or private monetary compensation. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode










4

very materially to the mortality of the district, on the following it
might have been anticipated with almost unerring certainty, that
either a rapid or a slow and fatal increase would take place.

Now it seems that the rank soil in which these human pests for-
merly flourished no longer exists, and consequently these diseases
fail to take root, and no longer remain with us as a permanent cause
of disease and of death.

In the week ending Oct. 27th, the deaths were again but 16,
although we lost 3 from whooping cough; the corrected average
would have been within a fraction of 30.

There is an offensive and ill constructed urinal, at the corner of
Market Street, attached to the Leather Market Tavern, which
requires improvement and alteration ; it is at present a great
nuisance.

I am, Gentlemen,
Your very faithful Servant,

JOHN CHALLICE, M.D.
Medical Officer of Health.

TO THE VESTRY OF BERMONDSEY.
Dec. 17th, 1860.

M. Chairman and Gentlemen,—Although I have been unable
perauna]]ilf;ltn attend the meeting of the Vestry, in consequence of
severe illness, yet 1 have wa ed with considerable interest the
returns of the Registrar General of the mortality of our district, and
also the weekly returns of the Medical Officers of the sickness pre-
vailing during my forced absence.

In the week ending Nov. 31st, the deaths were 16, the corrected
average being a trifle beyond 22. The Registrar Geneval remarks,
that the returns of this week bear testimony to a very favorable state
of public health, and that those districts of the highest sanitary con-
dition reduce the mortality of London. Bermondsey must have
been present in his mind, inasmuch as our deaths stood lower,
as compared with the average of former years, than they did in 29
of the other districts.
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For the week ending Nov. 10th, the deaths were 24, the corrected
average being 25 and a fraction. Our mortality was incre
4 cases of whooping cough, 2 of scarlatina, 1 of diptheria, 1 of

typhus and 1 of diarrhcea.

In the following week ending November 17th, the mortality
was 22, the corrected average being within a fraction of 28. There
were 3 deaths from whooping cough, 2 from diarrheea, 1 from scar-
latina and 1 from small pox.

For the week ending Nov. 24th, the deaths were 20, the corrected
average being within a fraction of 30. Whooping cough was again
fatal in 3 cases, scarlatina in 1, and typhus in 1. The month of
of November, sometimes a very severe and trying month, to the
:;ak and aged especially, has passed with usin a peculiarly favora-

manner.

I am, Gentlemen,

Your obedient and faithful Servant,
JOHN CHALLICE, M.D.
Medical Officer of Health.,

TO THE VESTRY OF BERMONDSEY.
Jan. Tth, 1861.

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,—The month of December just
passed, has proved very trying to the whole of the metropolis, and
our population has suffered in common with others.

The great vicisitudes of the temperature has borne with severity on
the human constitution and its influence has been generally felt.
The character of a large portion of the population of Bermondsey
would especially expose its inhabitants to the diseases which have
lately increased mortality. Inclemency of the weather, with us,
brings not only the usual trials with which the working classes have
to struggle, but also by stopping work adds most materially to their
hardships. Under these circumstances it might have been expected
that we should have suffered in a much greater degree than we have
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hitherto done. It is to me most consolatory, that I find no death
registered in our district as occasioned by either of the following
causes.—By exposure to coli, by neglect, or from insufficient food.
This is a proof, if any were required, of the watchful energy prac-
tised throughout our Parish, in not merely administering relief to
those who ask it, but in seeking out those who are in want, and
those who need assistance. Practical benevolence has done much in
alleviating hardships, which in crowded and poor populations invari-
ably add to sickness and swell the tables of mortality.

During the month 13 aged persons died, of these the oldest,
an inmate of the workhouse, was 86 years of age ; 6 of these 13 died
in the last week of December, affording an illustration of the influ-
ence of cold upon the aged.

Our deaths were 31 for the week ending December 1st, the cor-
rected average being 28. Measles were fatal in 3 instances, and
scarlatina in 1. The births in the week were 41.

In the week terminating December 8th, our mortality was but 25,
compared with a corrected average of 31.—Whooping cough was
fata.[P:: 2 cases, diptheria in 1, scarlatina in 1, and small pox in 1.
The births were 44,

The week following, that ending December 15th, our mortality
rose to 53, the corrected average being 24. Scarlatina was fatal in
4 cases, whooping cough also in 4, and typhus in 1. The births
were 54.

In the week ending December 22, the deaths rose to a somewhat
serious extent, registering 38, the corrected average being 25. No
less than 7 fatal cases of whooping cough have occurred, also 2
deaths from measles, 1 from diarrheea, 1 from typhus, and 1 from
small pox. The births were 45.

The week ending the 29th of December, the deaths were 31, bein
a fractional increase only on the average. Four deaths ncccurreﬁ
from whooping cough, 1 from diarrhcea, 1 from scarlatina, and 1

from small pox, in a child two years old, unvaccinated. The births
this week were but 28.

am, Gentlemen,

Your faithful Servant,

JOHN CHALLICE, M.D.
Medical Officer of Health.,






TO THE VESTRY OF BERMONDSEY.
Feb. 14th, 18061.

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,—The severe weather which we have
lately experienced is now telling, as I feared it would upon the
health of our population, and is increasing the mortality of the
district. For the week ending Jan. 19th, the deaths were 30, the
corrected average being 26—There were 6 fatal cases of whooping
cough, 1 of measles, and 1 of diarrhcea.

In the week ending Jan. 26th, the deaths were at the high figure
of 39, the corrected average being 26. Whooping cough still adds
very materially to mortality ; there were 5 deaths from this disease,
1 from typhus fever, 1 from scarlatina, and 1 from diarrhcea.

I have visited the manufactory at the rear of Jamaica Row.—
There were evidences of a large amount of fish refuse having un-
dergone the process of exposure to the action of concentrated sul-

huric acid, during which an offensive effluvia is emitted, which is
injurious to health. At least 200 tons of manufactured manure was
on the premises. There is a large accumulation of animal matter
which is a nuisance and injurious to health, in a yard in the occupa-
tion of Mr. Goodwin, at the rear of houses in Little Paulin Street.

I am, Gentlemen,

Your obedient Servant,

JOHN CHALLICE, M.D.
Medical Officer of Health.

TO THE VESTRY OF BERMONDSEY.
Feb. 18th, 1861.

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,—The diminished inclemency of the
weather is exercising a favorable influence upon the health of our
population, and the mortality I am happy to report is very consider-
ably decreased.
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The deaths for the week ending Feb. 2nd, were 26, the corrected
average being 31. We had no fatal case of any Zymotic disease,
with the exception of two cases of whooping cough.

For the week ending Feb. 9th, the deaths were but 18, the cor-
rected average being 27. We were entirely free from Zymotic dis-
ease, save one case of diarrheea. The births in the two weeks
were 90.

It is my conviction that this very satisfactory condition of the
health of our p?u]ntiﬁn after the late inclement weather, and the
trying ordeal undergone by the working classes is, under Providence,
in a vast measure owing to the excellent arraugements made for
administering timely relief to those really needing it.

I am, Gentlemen,
Your very faithful Servant,
JOHN CHALLICE, M.D.
Medical Officer of Health,

TO THE VESTRY OF BERMONDSEY.
March 4k, 1861.

Mr. Chairman and Gentleman,—I have been naturally anxious on
the subject of the removal of human remains from an old burial
ground in the Borough, to the Friends burial ground, in Long Lane,
which has now for some years been discontinued as a place of
interment. I have had a communication from Mr. Grainger, the
Government Inspector of Burial Grounds, of which the following is
a copy :—

« February 19th,

“ My dear Sir,

“ In reference to the removal of the remains from Red Cross
Street, to Burial Ground in Long Lane, you are aware that no in-
terment had taken place for about Seventy years; and that, unless
under perculiar circumstances, nothing mu.lj be found except old
dry bones. 1 took the precaution, however, to have a grave opened,
and I found, as I anticipated, that the only remains consisted of
perfectly decayed bones. But it was nrra.ngeg that if unexpectedly
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In the week ending March 2nd, we had 5 deaths from this disease ;
all children of and under 2 years of age. -

On one of these infants an Inquest was held ; the other was
uncertified by any Medical man. I again deliberately record my
opinion, not caring about offending popular prejudice, that a
large proportion of the deaths of these helpless infants might be
prevented, by the Parents having recource to proper Medical advice
which 1s too frequently negleeted.

A death from preventible disease requires comment. A man 41
E‘enm of age has died from delirium tremens.—He was a publican.

his disease so well known, is cansed not so much by occasional
excess in intoxicating drinks, as by continued tippling. It is now
to the credit of the community more rare than formerly,

The entire deaths for this week were 22, the corrected average
being 27.—The births were 45.

For the week ending March 9th, the deaths were 29, the corrected
average being within a fraction of that number. There were 3 deaths
from whooping cough, none from any other Zymotic disease,—The
births for the week were 59,

In the week ending March 16th, the deaths exceeded the average ;
they registered 25, the average being 23. Whooping cough was
again fatal in 3 cases, 1 was uncertified ; thus proving that medical
attendance had been ignored.—The births for the week were 57.

In the week ending March 23, the deaths were below the ave .
they were 20, the average being within a fraction of 25. I am g
to report that whooping cough did not contribute to the mortality,
~The births were 47.

The effects produced by diseased meat upon the human system,
are in some cases so marked as to remove any shadow of doubt as to
its pernicious and poisonous properties. In other cases, health is
sapped by a more gradual process.—Of the two, the latter is the
more dangerous, The former which is most usually marked by
vomiting and diarrheea, is of a passing character only. I regret to
state, that in several instances I have lately had to complain that
meat exposed for sale was, to say the least, of a doubtful cha-
racter —I warned the vendors in a friendly manner. I may state,
that I have the whole of the butchers shops in the Parish under my
surveillance ; those who invariably keep good and sound meat for
sale, receive my visits with frankness and apparent satisfaction, the
reverse is the case in other instances.
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I regret to report, that on Saturday afterncon I had cause
for ordering three carcases of calves to be seized in the shop of Mr.
Thos. Tate, 79, Bermondsey New Road. They were taken by your
Inspector to the police station, and condemned by the sitting Magis-
trate, as unfit for human food.

From the general appearance of the carcases, more particularly from
the consistence of the muscular fibre and cellular tissue, there could
be no doubt as to the entire absence of all the qualities of whole-
some meat. As, however, Mr. Tate said that he had purchased these
carcases in Newgate Market, and when he further stated that they had
been passed by the Inspector, I suggested that the Magistrate’s
decision might be adjourned until this evidence was forthcoming,
as the fact would be Ellarming and of serious import to the public
at large. Mr. Tate declined this proposition, and the meat was sub-
sequently destroyed in presence of your Inspector.

I am, Gentlemen, _
Your faithful Servant,
JOHN CHALLICE, M.D.
Medical Officer of Health.

TO THE VESTRY OF BERMONDSEY.
April 14th, 1861.

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,—In the week terminating the
30th March, our deaths were but 18, of these mno less than
6, or one third were from whooping cough. The corrected average
mortality was within a fraction of 29, Only 3 deaths occurred in
St. Mary Magdalen district, all children under two years of age,
and all from whooping cough. For the first week in &Eril, our .
mortality was 29, the corrected average being a fraction above 27.
Only two deaths took place from whooping cough, and there were
six deaths of people of 70 and 80 years of age, The births in the
fortnight were 96, the deaths 47.

I have during the past week, (accompanied by your Inspector)
visited the slaughter houses of the district, and I have to report,
that most of them are in a fair condition, and that some are

faultless.
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There are two instances requiring especial notice, the first is
the case of Mr. Hope, of 6, Bermondsey new road ; here that which
was a licensed slaughter house has been converted into a stable, and
there is a temporary shed erected for slaughtering purposes, for
which it is most unfitted—Pigs were also kept in the yard, and there
was an accumulation of dung. At Mr. Worleys’ 11, Star corner, on
the morning of Saturday, the 6th instant, I visited his slaughtering
place, and found it in a filthy condition, uncleansed of the blood,
offal and muck of the previous day’s killing. In addition to this
most objectionable condition, there was a still graver cause of com-
plaint, in the presence of a quarter of mutton and of the carcase of a
sheep, both d?aeaaed and unfit for human food. Mr. Worley con-
sented at first to their seizure and destruction,—subsequently however
he refused, and the Magistrate at the Southwark Police Court con-
demned them. The carcase weighed 25} lbs. and the quarter 44 lbs.

On inspecting the slanghter house of Mr. Phipga, Loni]ane, it wass
found to be moderately clean and in a fair condition, but requiring
whitewashing, and some portion of the pavement to be relaid. I per-
ceived however a faint odour of a peculiar character, which I mentioned
to Mr. Phipps. This, on further inspection, was found to proceed from
a large tub containing a quantity of pork,—legs, sides and heads.
This was being soaked in water, which was tinged with blood ;
when a portien of this meat was removed its real character was dis-
covered, I know of no phrase adequately to describe it,—anything
so bad or rotten intended for human food, I never before met with.
To report thus pains me=—but on a former occasion I cautioned
Mr.r;gjppa, and then earnestly remons'rated with him on the gross

impropriety of exposing unsound and diseased meat for sale, for
human consumption.

Gratifying however is it to be able to turn away from what is
80 loathsome, to that which is beneficial and creditable. Through-
out the iength and breadth of a large and populous Parish, the
great majority of the Butchers sell sound, wholesome, and most -
excellent meat, suited to the character and wants of our population.
And we are not without proof, that in Bermondsey meat of the
highest class can be procured, challenging comparison with any in
the metropolis.

I am, Gentlemen,

Your obedient faithful Servant,

JOHN CHALLICF, M.D.
Medical Officer of Health.
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TO THE VESTRY OF BERMONDSEY.

May 20th, 1861.

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,—In the week ending 4th of May,
there was a sudden and severe attack of epidemic whooping eough
in the Leather Market district; no less than 9 children there fell
victims to this disease, whilst in St. Mary Magdalen distriet, 1 only
died from it, and in St. James’ district also but 1. The average
mortality was increased by this sudden outburst of disease amongst
children, as in other respects the reports are favorable. The deaths
for the Parish were 31, the corrected average being 25.

For the week ending May 11th, the deaths were 22, the corrected
average being the same number. Whooping cough was fatal in 3
instances in the Leather Market district, none in the other districts.

I may here with propriety refer to the population of our Parish,
as proved by the recent census, In 1851, the population of Ber-
mondsey was 48,128,—it is now 58,250.—Thus in round numbers
showing an increase of 10,000, or at the rate of 20 per cent. Now
as the deaths are calculated on the presumed increase of the popula-
tion at 10 per cent. only, and as ours has been double, this is an

additional cause of congratulation on the proved sanitary condition
of this important district.

With reference to the nuisance complained of by inhabitants,
caused by the removal of skutch in a putrid condition from the
several glue and size factories of Messrs, Gee & Sewel, Messrs, Procter
& Bevington, and Messrs. Cripps. I have to report, that there is at
present on each of the premises above alluded to an accumulation
of skutch which is offensive, and which for the health of the district
requires removal. Of this fact there can be no question ; still some
means might be adopted to render its removal less objectionable to
the public. On a former occasion I urged the propriety of covered
carts, with closely fitting covers being employed.—This precau-
tion I advise the Vestry to enforce. If this be adopted, with
the addition of a tarpauling and a layer of deodorizing powder, I
believe that the present accumulations ean be removed without any
damage to the ponblic. [t would be better- done at night, and so
arranged that the barge or lighter should start with its cargo with-
out delay. Out of regard to those who travel by water, the skutch
should be scrupously protected from the atmosphere. During hot
weather, this materin{ or refuse of trade should be promptly removed,
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and so no nuisance would be created, as it is only after two or three
days exposure that putrefaction takes place, and the pecaliarly offen-
sive odour is given off. If carted away within twenty-four hours
removal frora the hides, there would be little or no anpleasant smell,
—a most desirable result.

There is a nuisance of a somewhat similar description, the produet
of an adjoining Parish.—It is that of offensive bones, removed from
Green street, St. George’s, which are shipped at Cherry Garden
stairs, passing through the length of our Parsh, leaving an offensive
trail, rivalling certainly, even not surpassing that for which skutch
is distinguished. Similar precautions recommended for the preven-
tion of nuisance in one case, [ advise to be enforced in the other.

I have certified an accumulation of manufactured manure, at pre-
mises or lofts over the houses 130 & 131, Bermondsey Street. The
inhabitants are all suffering in health from the effluvia which is
sickening and offensive. It is a most improper place as a warehouse
or store place for manure.

There has been a fresh deposit of rags in a rope ground, at the
rear of South place, Up?er Grange road, and I have certified them
a nuisance, and alarmingly dangerous to health. There is so much
recklessness and disregard of all public decency and propriety in
every circumstance connected with this nuisance, that I must
strongly urge ugnn the Vestry the need of at once taking every
measure which the law will permit, not only to remove the nuisance,
but to punish the offender.

I am, Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,
JOHN CHALLICE, M.D.
Medical Officer of Health.

TO THE VESTRY OF BERMONDSEY.
Juue 3rd, 1861.

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,—In the week ending May 28th,
the deaths were 24, of these 5 were from whooping cough, and 1
from small pox ; the corrected average would be 22 ; the births were
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52, For the following week the deaths were also slightly in excess

of the average ; again caused by the mortality from whooping cough,

5 children having died from this disease and 2 from typhus. The

Lutallmmurmlity was 25, the corrected average being 22, and the
irths 56.

I purpose, with the sanction of the Board, to inspect the premises
of the various Dealers in Marine Stores within the Parish in the
ensuing week. This it will be in the recollection of the Vestry was
done last year, and I believe with a practical and very beneficial
result,

I am, Gentlemen,

Your faithful Servant,

JOHN CHALLICE, M.D.
Medical Officer of Health.

"TO THE VESTRY OF BERMONDSEY.
June 10th, 1861.

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,—In consequence of a complaint
made to me about half-past eight o’clock p.m., on Tuesday, the 5th
instant, I visited Mr. Whitworth’s premises used as a fish manure
factory, in the rear of Jamaica row; there was a perceptible fish
odour pervading the neighbourhood. In the premises there were
two heaps of fish heads in a stinking condition ; one more so thau
the other. The man in charge stated that the heap which was
most offensive had been there longer than the other. In quantity
there was about a ton of fish :—the effluvia may be better imagined
than described.

On the following day I again visited these premises, the process
of mixing was then going on. The fish was stinking,—when sul-
phuric acid was poured on, fumes of a very offensive character were
given off, These were dense and suffocating, and in my opinion
highly injurious to health. I have no hesitation in stating it to be a
nuisance and dangerous to the health of the district,

I am, Gentlemen,

Your obedient Servant,

JOHN CHALLICE, M.D,
Medical Officer of Health.
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There were but 19 deaths in the week ending June 22, the cor-
rected average would have been 25. Two deaths again occurred
from whooping cough, and 1 from scarlatina.

In the week ending June 29th, the deaths were but 17, the cor-
rected average being within a fraction of 25. There were 2 deaths

from diarrhea, 2 from typhus, and 1 from whooping cough.

The first week in July the mortality of the Parish was 18, the cor-
rected average was 22. There was 1 death from fever, and 1 regis-
tered as from diarrheea, but uncertified.

The offensive effluvia now prevalent, and which arise from the
calamitous conflagration that has lately occurred in Southwark, are
calculated, as I have before observed, to affect the health of the
district injuriously.

My attention has been directed to the premises of Mr, Harridine,
in Bermondsey Street, which I have visited on several oceasions
during the past week. There were large quantities of fatty matters,
more or less mixed with sewage. The bulk was singularly offensive,
and peculiarly sickening. I consider the health of the inhabitants of
the neighbourhood engnngered by the stench which has proceeded

from these premises,

My attention has been also directed to the arches in Upper Grange
road, facing West place. I found that a considerable quantity of
what appeared to be the refuse of sugar or molasses had there been
deposited. This was giving off a vapour, which I knew from ex-
perience to be most injurious to health, This deposit ought at
once to be removed, or completely saturated and neutralized by
diii.:fe]::mnm, and then thoroughly burried beneath earth or brick
rubbish.

There have lately been complaints of nuisances arising from man-
ufacturing premises, occupied respectively by Mr. Olney, fellmonger,
Mr. Ecroyd, leather dresser, and Mr. Wiseman, hair factory. These
premises occupy that portion of ground, bounded on the North by
Tyers gateway, on the South by Manning street, and on the East by
Bermondsey street about 1§ acres of ground.

I have visited each of thesc occupants. They mutunally complain
of each other. The combination is undoubtedly most offensive, and
a disgrace to the district, but it is to a great extent remediable ;
being not only a nuisance, but also damaging to health, an altera-
tion and improvement is imperatively called for.

I have to report, that I attended the Sessions of the Old Bailey on
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the Sth and 9th instant, on the proseeution of Mr. Whitfield for a
nuisance, and on my evidence, a true bill was found by the Grand
Jury against that gentleman, for the commission of a nuisance.

1 am, Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,
JOHN CHALLICE, M.D.
Medical Officer of Health.

e — -

TO THE VESTRY OF BERMONDSEY.

August 5th, 1861.

In the week ending July 13th, the deaths in Bermondsey were 27 ;
the corrected average would have been within a fraction of this
number. We had 1 death from diarrheea, 2 from typhus, 1 from
scarlatina, and 2 from whooping cough.

The atmosphere of this and the neighbouring Parishes has been
impregnated with various offensive effluvia, arising principally from
the main sewers, and cansed by decomposing matters and putrid
remains from the late calamitous fire. In my opinion ("nd from
experience) the health of the district has materially suffered from
this cause. Numerous cases have come under my notice of constant
nausea, and in some instances of vomiting, internsl ins, and violent
diarrheea, which were undoubtedly brought on by this stench.

I cannot refrain from strongly urging upon this Board, as a
measure of most necessary precaution, the effectual cleansing and
purifying of the sewers, more especially of the main sewers, by the
same means adopted by the Metropolitan Board some years since.

The plan then enployed, that of pumping a solution of lime into
the sewers daily, was productive of the greatest public benefit.
Although the muin object was the disinfection of the Thames, the
scarcely secondary one, that of fixing the sewer gases, was accom-
plished, by which poisonous emanations into dwellings, as well as
into the publie thoroughfares were effectually prevented.

The deaths registered in the week ending July 20th, were 31, the
corrected average being 25.—The numbers ought however to be 30,
us there is a death registered twice.
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There is one case requiring especial notice.—It is a fatal case of
cholera. A man aged 44, a fellmonger, being previously in good
health, died after thirty-four hours illness. He lived in Stephenson’s
court. On inquiry I find that his wife had been working and
handling for some days the sewer fat, and as in most of these in-
stances she had, as a consequence, indulged very freely in spiritu~us
liquors. She first fell ill ; she recovered ; the husband died. The
court is moderately clean, but complaints are made that the dust and
refuse are allowed to accumulate and to become offensive. The re-
ceptacle was full when I was there.

I certify, the house at 15, Bermondsey square, as being without
any privy accommodation, and I consider that immediate proceed-
ings should be taken to remedy this most gross neglect on the part
of the owner.

I also certify to an accumulation of dung in a yard at Little Paulin
street, as being dangerous to health and a serious nuisance,—re-
peated complaints have been made of these premises.

There are pigs kept so as to be a nuisance and injurious to health,
in Staple street, and also in Little Paulin street.

Diarrheea, during the last fortnight, has become general through-
out the Metropolis, as yet it is of a mild form, with some few
exceptions. Children as usual, suffer the most.

In the week ending the 27th ult., we had five deaths from this
disease, but all were in children under 12 years of age; we had
algo one death from small pox, and one from diptheria,

I am, Gentlemen,
Your obedient faithful Servant,
JOHN CHALLICE, M.D.
Medical Officer of Health.

TO THE VESTRY OF BERMONDSEY.
August 19th, 1861.

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,—As is usual at this period of the
year, diarrhcea is generally prevalent in the Metropolis, and this
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there were 9 deaths from diarrheea, 2 from Typhus, 1 from scarlatina
and 1 from whooping cough, the corrected average was 31. The
births were 39.

In the week succeeding that which terminated on August 31st,
the deaths were 24, the corrected average being 33. Diarrhcea was
fatal in 7 instances, whooping cough and scarlatina each in 1 case.
The births were 31. In the first week of the present month, the
deaths numbered 27 ; the corrected average being 33 ; diarrhea was
fatal in 6 cases, scarlatina and typhus each in 4. The births were
47. I have inspected the several slaughter houses within the Parish,
and beg to hand in for the consideration of the Vestry my reports
upon them, I may here state that, year by year, I observe a marked
improvement, as well as an evident and wholesome anxiety on the
part of the owners to merit a favorable notice,

I have had considerable trouble and anxiety in reference to the
salvage from the late fire at Cotton’s wharf ; a very large quantity
of various  bread stuffs” having been deposited in Wyld’s
rents. It appeared to me, that the damaged fiour, rice, sago, &c.
&c. could not be sold as human food, without great risk to health
and to life. I remonstrated accordingly, and lodged with Messrs.
Toplis and Harding a formal notice, which I personally delivered.
Tlese premises are now also a serious and very offensive nuisance,
independent of any that may arise from the various vegetable
products rescued from the fire in a partially consumed condition,
The pits are filled with various liquors, in a putrescent condition,
giving off sulphurretted hydrogen to a great extent, and are exercising
a most pernicious effect upon the health of the surrounding neigh-
bowhood. This is being remedied, but I regret to state in a very
sluggish and inefficient manner, as there are six or seven pits onl
which have been filled, and there are about a hundred which are as
bad as so many open cesspools.

I am, Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,

JOHN CHALLICE, M.D.
Officer of Health.
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TO THE VESTRY OF BERMONDSEY.
Oectober Tth, 1861.

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,—During the three weeks ending
respectively September 14th, 21st and 28th, the deaths in our
Parish have been in each case below the corrected average.

For the week ending September 14th, the deaths were 24, the
corrected average being 83. Diarrhcea was fatal in 4 cases, typhus
in 2, scarlatina in 4, and measles in 1.

The deaths in the week following declined to 17, the corrected
average being 33. Typhus was fatal in 1 ease, diarrhcea in 1,
scarlitina in 8, diptheria in 1, and whooping cough also in one.

For the week ending September 28th, the deaths registered
were 29, the corrected average being a fraction over 84. Typhus
was fatal in 2 cases, diarrheea in 8, and measles in 2.

Although these statistics on the whole show a favorable condition
of the publie health, there is an amount of zymotic disease sufficient
to cause some anxiety; doubtless the unusual mildness of the
weather has tended to the developement of fever, especially typhus
and scarlatina, there is consequently a necessity for strictness in
sanitary measures.

An instructive and painful case is one of a child aged 6 years,
who died on the 19th instant, in Williams’ rope ground, from
maglinant scarlet fever. On inspection, I found that the mother, a
widow, receiving parochial relieE occupied a small hovel, for which
she paid a rent of 1s. 6d. per week. The room in which she and her
five children slept, (the eldest a youth of 16, a girl of 14, another of
12, the deceased and a younger one) was less than 7 ft. square, with
no ventilation. How any of them have escaped is indeed a marvel, as
the amount of air was not sufficient for more than one person ; in
addition to this fact, the state of the exterior atmosphere in this
place, was offensive and injurious to health, in consequence of a
number of pigs and an accumulation of dung. I have repeatedly
certified these premises as a nuisance, and from time to time the
Magistrate has ordered the removal of the pigs, which in mockery
is complied with, but only to be replaced by others. 1 urge upon
the Vestry the necessity for some more stringent and effective
measure. On inquiry, I find that another case of fever has
occurred in one of the other houses in this yard ; there is a large
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tub sunk in the ground, partly filled with black putrid stinking
water, the remains of two cats, and other indiseribable filth.

The condition of the Hide and Skin market, I regret to say, is in
no degree improved, not the slightest measure having been adopted
for rendering it creditable as it might be, instead of a disgrace
to Bermondsey. It is filthy to the sight, and most offensive to the
smell ; I certify it as a nuisance.

There are some pits in an unoccupied tan yard in Baalzephon
street, which require to be filled up ; at times they are offensive; a
notice to the owner, would I believe be effectual.

I am, Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,

JOHN CHALLICE, M.D.
~ Medical Officer of Health.

TO THE VESTRY OF BERMONDSEY.
October 21st, 1861.

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,—In consequence of complaints
made to me, I have inspected the premises of Mr. Hayland, in the
Grange. They are but little used, the Sita are filled mostly with
stale gbar’k liquor, and have become fetid and offensive ; pures are
occasionally used, and as the tubs in which the process 1s carried
on, are close to the public thoroughfare, and the windows are
nearly all broken, the emanation is not only most disagreable, but
18 also injurious to the health of passers by.

The condition of the Dock of 8t. Saviour’s, has been complained
of by Messrs. Vo I have inspected the place, and cannot
report otherwise than I did to this Board, on the 4th of August,
1856. The report was as follows : — 8t. Saviour’s Dock, is at low
water ; there is a large mass of corrupting filth, emitting a most
offensive and sickening stench, which is a very serious and dangerous
nuisance, not only to the crews of the vessels and labourers in the
dock, but also to the adjacent neighbourhood.”

During the last two weeks, the health of our district has not
been unsatisfactory, although we have in some degree suffered from
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TO THE VESTRY OF BERMONDSEY.
November 18th, 1861.

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,—In the week ending November
2nd, the deaths were 27, the corrected average is 24. Scarlatina
was fatal in 8 eases, typhus in 2, and diptheria in 1 instance.

For the week ending November 9th, the deaths were 26, being
slightly below the average. Measles proved fatal in 8 instances,
whooping cough in 3, and scarlatina in 1.

There were three deaths in St. Mary Magdalen district, without
medical certificates—1 at 36, Grange walk, 1 at 53, Little George
Street, and 1 at 33, Russell street.

I regret to report, that there is no improvement in the premises
of Messrs. Baker. The portion of the yard by the pure pits is
almost unendurable, from the stench arising from them; there
was a heap of skins which had been in soak, giving off a most
intolerable odour. The road in the yard is unpaved.

It is gratifying to pass from these premises, to those of Messrs.
Husband, opposite, which are now most materially improved. The
same may be justly said of the Leather Market ; the improvement
here is most marked, but not quite completed. I consider the
frequent washing and cleansing of a large surface of pavement,
which is constantly saturated with blood, to be essential to the
health of the district.

I urge upon the Vestry, this important point, inasmuch as there
is still no provision made for cleanliness, no water supply yet
provided.

There is a continuance or recurrence of a nuisance in Austen’s
rope grounds, from pigs being kept; this is in defiance of the.
Magistrate’s order.

~ Complaint has been made to me of a very offensive vapour,
arising from Whitworth’s, in the Market Garden Ground, Jamaica
Row ; as this is said to be produced only at intervals, and as I have
not been able to witness the process complained of, I am not at
present prepared to report more definitely.
I am, Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,
JOHN CHALLICE, M.D.

Medical Officer of Health.
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TO THE VESTRY OF BERMONDSEY.
December 2nd, 1861,

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,—The deaths in the week ending
November 16th, were 28, the corrected average being withm a
fraction of 29. Whooping cough was fatal in 2 cases ; diarrhcea,
diptheria, scarlatina and measles each in 1 case.

The mean temperature of the atmosphere during the week
following, was unprecedently low, being nearly 4 degrees below
the average for tEe last 48 years. On Saturday, the 16th, the
thermoneter stood at 7 degrees below freezing point. The effects
of this undue severity, and the sudden change, became pain-
fully evident upon the health and lives of our population in the
succeeding week, when the deaths rose to 41, the corrected average
being within a fraction of 80. Those with affections of the lungs,
especially suffered, and there were no less than 10 deaths from
bronchitis : as is almost invariably the case, the young and the aged
especially suffered, 7 were chiliren and infants, of 2 years, and
under. A master tailor died aged 86; a clerk aged 77 ; and the
widow of a shoemaker, (in than%orkhnuse,) aged 78. Whooping
cough was fatal in 8 cases, typhus in 2, scarlatina in 4, and measles
in 3.

I am happy to report a material change for the better, on the
premises in the Grange; the offensive pits are no longer in use,
the pures are discontinued, the yard is in better condition, and Mr.
Baker assures me that he will set about the paving, forthwith.

I have certified 4 cottages in Austin’s Rope Ground, as filthy,
and unfit for human habitation.

I am, Gentlemen,
Your faithful Servant,

JOHN CHALLICE, M.D.
Medical Officer of Health,
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TO THE VESTRY OF BERMONDSEY.

December 16th, 1861.

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,—I have on more than one

occasion reported to you, and commented upon, the unsatisfactory
condition of the Skin Market.

T visited the place this morning, and regret to say, that it was
dirty and offensive, This condition betokens a carelessness, if not
a wilful disregard on the Eart of those to whom its proper keeping

1s entrusted, as to the health of those living in the immediate
district.

The entire absense of water renders the place a nuisance
injurious to health, and as such I have certified it.

I have also certified to the existence of a nuisance, arising
from a very considerable accumulation of horns, which are in a
stinking condition, at premises in the Leather Market, occupied by
Messrs. Boutcher and Mortimore.

The state of Queen street, Bermondsey New road, is altogether
bad, the footway and roadway are filthy.

Alice Street, adjoining, is if possible in a still worse state, surface
water, lying in dirty pools, and mud and muck in the road are ankle
deep. There are three houses in Green walk, Bermondsey New
road, totally unfitted for human habitation, the walls are saturated
with damp, and a most unwholesome and fetid odour pervades them.
There is an open, and offensive privy, and the corner of the yard
where it is situated, is covered with unmentionable filth;

as a matter of course, fever has lately prevailed here.—The road-
way is filthy.

The deaths in the week ending November 30th, were slightly
below the average, they were 29, as compared with a corrected
average of 31. Secarlatina was fatal in 3 cases, measles in 2,
diptheria and whooping cough in 1. In the week ending December
7th, the deaths were 28, the corrected average being within a

fraction of 81. Scarlatina was fatal in 2 cases; the births in the
fortnight were 37.

I am, Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant, _
JOHN CHALLICE, M.D.
Medical Officer of Health.



TABLE shewing BIRTHS and DEATHS, in the thres Districts of BERMONDSEY,
from January, Tth, to December 28th, 1861.

St. James's. Leather Market. |St. Mary Magdalen
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- ERITTY 22 12 8 11 13 16
February 2........| 16 12 19 { 14 7
gtliillii 12 ? 12 6 1:’ 5
icai 1 srvs o 22 4 3 10 13 9
RN 22 6 10 10 11 6
March 2...0:.40 17 1 15 ] 13 10
e 24 14 17 6 18 9
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TABLE,

Shewing the BIRTHS and DEATHS in Bermondsey, from January 5th, to December 28th, 1861,
with the Mortality from Zymotic Diseases, and the Deaths at various Ages.
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