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MEDICAL OFFICER'S REPORTS.

May, 4, 1857.

Gentlemen,—On the 30th ult., T carefully inspected (pursuant to
the order of the vestry), the premises of Mr. Burgess, in the Drum-
mond Road. They are used, apparently, for bone-boiling, artificial
manure mixing, and the preparation of glue pieces. Isay apparently,
for the foreman of the works very civilly informed me, that by
direction of his master, I was to make my own observations, and not
look to him for information. I saw no indications of any other
trade or manufacturing process.

When within ten paces of the gates of the premises, I noticed a
faint ammoniacal odour, not strong nor peculiarly offensive; within the
premises, this odour was of a more decided character, and arose from
several parcels of bones in a wet condition, which were, in faet, in a
stinking and putrescent state. I was desirous of taking one of these
bones as a sample, but the foreman objected.

There were about the yard, considerable heaps of comparatively
dried bones, which were tolerably free from smell.

The bones are evidently intended for boiling; there is a boiler in
the open air, which, from it appearance, is in occasional use, and
there are large iron vessels in the covered shed, with pipes con-
nected to the steam-engine, these are called digesters; I have no
evidence as to their having been as yet used. From the condition
of the wet bones before mentioned, there can be no doubt, that boil-
ing them in the open air would cause a most sickening and offensive
odour. I have no doubt that this is the occasion of the com-
plaints by the surrounding neighbours. The large accumulation of
bones is objectionable, for as the weather becomes warmer, gases
and offensive odours will be engendered, likely to cause sickness, and
a low state of health to those living in the vicinity.

The waste water from the steam-engine was running into an open
ditch, at a high temperature, which is objectionable, but the water
was not offensive, and I did not observe the presence of any animal
matter.

The glue pieces were “limed,” and very little, if any, objection
could, with justice, be made against them.

During my visit there was no offensive or injurious process in
operation ; in fact, it was merely the grinding of pebbles and coprolites
to a fine powder. The extraction of fat from sta};e and stinking bones,
by stewing in a boiler in the open air, with no precaution as to the
escape of vapour, which of necessity must be of u most offensive
character, is, in an inhabited neighbourhood, a foul and intolerable
nuisance, which ought not to have been commenced, and should not
be permitted to continue. I report thus decidedly, because I know
well the odour given off by bone boiling. I must, however, in
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fairness state, that although I have passed the premises of Mr. Bur-
gess on many occasions during the last fortnight, I have not found this
process going on ; I am told that it is done at night. I have

my willingness to parties who complain that their health is injured,
to come at any time, night or day, when they find the nuisance in
active operation.

With ordinary care, with very little skill and contrivance, I feel
convinced that the cause for the outery against these premises might
be remedied. There is evidently a strung feeling on the subject.
I gathered this from “houaetﬂhom inquiries on the spot. Should
fever, diarrhea, or cholera, break out at this point, spread, and
become prevalent, occasion loss of life, then great blame will rest
somewhere.

I have again inspected the arches of the railway, used as an
artificial manure manufactory, by Messrs. Hale & Gu The night-
goil appears to be thoroughly deodorized. I have here a specimen
for the opinion of the Vestry. As regards the fish refuse, I am of

opinion, that it cannot be acuumnlated in quanties mﬂmut danger
to the health of the public, and ought not, under any circumstances,
to be permitted during the summer months. There is a sample of
the fish manure also for your inspection.

I have had my attention directed to Nos. 14 and 15, Mill Street
which are in a condition as certain to produce disease, as the applica-
tion of fire to gunpowder will produce explosion. At No. 15, the privy
was within the house, and brim full, running over at the seat. The
wife stated that her husband was compelled to resort to the public-
house for his cﬂn'remﬂnce, and obliged to spend his money in drink.
At No. 14, they have lost one child, and one is just returned from
the huspital. complain of sickness, vomiting, and purging,
and no wonder. %13 are impure, there are pools of
stagnant green water, nnd the drainage is almgﬂther inefficient.
The people say, that at times they can hardly breathe.

My attenhun has also been drawn to what unless remedied, will
be a growing evil. The houses in Little London Street, which for-
merly stood partly on piles over the mill stream, have now under
them a vacant space, which appears to be a receptacle for every
imaginable abomination, rotten fish, flesh, and filth of every descrip-
tion. The space should be cleaned out, filled up with brick-rubbish,
and then closed up

Your Inspector dlreut.cd my attention to the condition of an open
ditch at the bﬂek of Ehzabetz Place, it a psvema quite stagnant, and

uires cleansing, it is in a very filthy angerous state.
ving ascertained that ague was va]ent in Foxlow BStreet,
I directed your Inspector to find out the state of the inhabitants,
and overcrowding to an enormous extent exists; I have had an
interview with the Police Commissioners, and am promised their aid
should be necessary to ascertain with exactitude (which ean only be
done at night) the real number who occupy the houses in this street.

During the month, the health of the parish has, with slight ex-
ceptions, been satisfactory. The mortality for the week ending



o

April 4th, was but 18; for the week ending the 11th, 29; for the
week ending the 18th, 21; and for the week ending 25th, 19.

As we may now expeet a rapid increase of temperature, T would
suggest that redoubled vigilance,should at once be exercised in
removing dust and house refuse. I also recommend that the urinals
of the parish should be lime-washed, and deodorizing be frequentl
employed. There are some spots in the parish where public nn.mi
might with advantage be erected.

May 18, 1857.

Gentlemen,—In my last report, dated the 4th instant, I stated
that I had inspected the arches of the South Eastern Railway,
occupied by Messrs, Hale & Co., used as an artificial manure
manufactory. I then gave an opinion that the conversion of stale
fish into manure, could not be effected with safety in a neighbour-
hood where human beings dwelt, that public health was e red,
that it ought not to be permitted to continue, and that the approach
of warmer weather rendered absolutely necessary legal steps for its
prohibition. T have the satisfaction of reporting that the magistrate
has issued his order for the discontinuance of this trtﬁa. =

At the same time I reported, at some length, premises
Mr. Burgess, in the Drummond Road. I mentioned that there was
an accumulation of bones, and of glue pieces. I saw that there
was provision or arrangements made for boiling these bones, for the
extraction of fat; I saw also, means whereby the bones could be
crushed and powdered; I saw, as well, a vast accumulation of “ gas
refuse ;" and I did not fail to notice a quantity of glass vessels, used
for storage of oil of vitriol. These facts confirmed in my mind the
belief that a very injurious and offensive calling was here carried on,
but at my visit all was in a state of repose, I could only report upon
what I saw. At the meeting of this Board on the 11th instant, I
then verbally reported that 1 had again visited the premises, that
some improvement was apparent, inasmuch as a portion of the bones
were removed, and some steps taken towards removing the boiler.
I could not consistently or conscientiously then certify that I wit-
nessed any process or manufacture injurious to health, however
strong my conviction of the existence, at times, of a most a
vating, offensive, and pernicious nuisance. However, it now affords
me satisfaction in presenting to this Vestry a certificate to the effect,
that on these premises there is a trade or manufacture carried on
most injurious to health. I say that it affords me satisfaction in
presenting this certificate, because I entertain the hope, that it will
afford a means for the prompt suppression of a nuisance of the
worst description.

It was on the morning of May 12th, about 2 o’clock, that I
witnessed the effects in the surrounding neighbourhood of the
process here carried on.  In the first place, there was the noise from
the grinding of the stones, which could be heard at a considerable
distance, and the entire district was enveloped in a dense suffocating
and offensive vapour. I witnessed it nearly an hour, and it pro-
duced in me headache, nausea, and sickness,
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June 15, 1857,

Gentlemen,—Tt is with extreme satisfaction that I have to report
to you a very low rate of mortality in our district during the last
six weeks. It is as follows :—For the week ending May 2nd, the
deaths were 23; one from diarrheea in an old lady of 77. For the
week ending May 9th, the deaths were 15; one from scarlatina in
Crosby Row. For the week ending May 16th, the deaths were 18;
for the week ending May 23rd, the deaths were 19 ; for the week
ending May 30th, the deaths-were 19; one from typhoid fever, at
Guy’s Cottage. And for the week ending June 6th, the deaths were
17; one a case of diarrheea, in Marigold Court, in a child two
months old.

At a glance it will be seen that we are not only free from any

idemic disease, but that the district is in a healthy condition,

ost unprecedented. It is worthy of record, and has been especially
noticed by the Registrar General’s Report, that in the week ending
June 6th, the deaths for the entire metropolis were less than in any
corresponding week for the last 11 years, with the exception of
1847 and 1850.

This is, of course, a gratifying fact to all, but it is a source of
especial gratification to us, to find upon analysis, that this important
diminution in the mortality is, in a great measure, due to the im-
proved sanitary condition of the southern metropolitan districts. As,
with a population at the last census of 616,635, the deaths for the
week are but 209, the average in the last 10 years being 269 ; while
in all the other districts, with a population of 1,745,601, the deaths
are 659, the average being 709. In round numbers an improve-
ment in the former case of 25 per cent. ; in the latter, of about 7 per
cent. The almost entire absence of fever (notwithstanding the
temperature being 4 degrees above the average) in the whole southern
district is most remarkable and satisfactory, only two deaths being
registered, one at Woolwich and onein Lambeth. I have said before,
that T look upon fever as a disease which will soon be rarely met
with, provided we carrw_;llt with perseverance and constancy prudent
sanitary precautions. ooping cough continues to add to our mor-
tality, and in almost all cases from the neglect of medical treatment
in the earlier stages of the complaint.

T have inspected Bridge House, which is occupied by 7 families,
there are three privies without water supply, one excessively offen-
sive and choked up. Fever has been there lately.

Mrs. Ferguson, of Gilbert Court, complains of want of water,
che states that it comes in at five o’clock in the morning from a stand
pipe for half an hour only. There are 4 houses with this one and
isufficient source.

In London Street there is but one privy for seven houses, from
No. 1 to No. 7. Oposite Nos. 1 and 2 was a pool of stagnant filthy
stinking water. In front of these houses there was house refuse,
consisting of various abominations—stinking fish, and filth of almost
every description.

ere are two privies in another portion of London Street in a
most disgraceful condition, in the public thoroughfare. They are
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full, choked up, and the stench arising from them is suffocating,
polluhng the atmosphere around. Blame will rest somewhere if
fever or diarrhcea should break out at this spot.

Somerset Cottages in Blue Anchor Lane, from Nos. 1 to 4, inclu-
sive, are huts abutting on the open ditch. They each have one room
only, and in their present condition are unfit for human habitation.
There are two privies in a filthy state, and very offensive.

I regret to state that Foxlow E-treet, where ague has lately pre-
vailed, is in a very disgraceful condition as regards several of the
houses ; ; open offensive privies, unpaved yards with pools of stagnant,
stinking water, absence of receptacles for house-refuse, which is left
to be scattered in every direction; in one case, where a dust-bin is
built, complaint was made that the ashes had not been removed for
three weeks. Nos. 5, 6, and 7, have open and offensive privies.
Complaint is made that the water is supplied only on altﬁrnata days,
and as the butts are in almost every instance of a miserable descnp-
tion, small and leaky, they were mostly quite empty. Altogether I
look upon Foxlow Street as entitled to tha unenviable position of
being one of the worst spots I know in our district, perhaps the
very worst.

I have visited again the arches of the railway, occupied respec-
tively by Messrs. Hale, and by Mr. Hickmott, at the former there
was a baking process of the manure going on, very offensive and
sickening. I remonstmted Mr. Hale promised to discontinue the
process at once in the day tlme, and st.abad that they were looking
out for fresh premises. A eonsiderable portion of the manufactured
manure is removed.

The arches occupied by Mr. Hickmott were comparatively
inoffensive. Still, the presence of carboys of sulphuric acid is
indicative of a process carried on at hmﬁﬂ which I know to be
offensive and injurious to health.

On the complaint of Mr. Shepherd, I, accompanied with your
Inspector of Nuisances, on the m ormngoftha 4gm:nstant, visited
the remlaeuofl[r Burgess, and was by that gentleman shewn
thm h his yard. T have made a note of what I then observed,
but as legal proc.eerlmga are pending, deem it advisable to defer any
report at present.

On the complaint of Mr. Martin, I accompanied him on the 12th
maﬁnnt to view an accumulation of mud and refuse by the side of

pond, at the Messrs. Bevington, adjoining his premises. I consider
l'l'.B mmuval advisable, as it is injurious to health.

At the request of Mr. Cowan, I have inspected the ditch at the
rear of his premises (lately Mr. Curling’s), and I consider it ad-
visable, as soon as practicable, to remedy that which is certainly a
serious nuisance.

July 6, 1857.

Gentlemen,—It is satisfactory for me to report that the health
of the distriet is good, no epidemic disease prevailing, and the
mortality considerably below the average.
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In the week ending June 15th, the deaths for the entire Parish
were 15, thus distributed :—6 in St, James's, 6 in St.
Magdalena, and but 3 in the Leather Market, there being one
an infant of seven days, another of a year, and another the wife
of a journeyman tanner, aged 74 years. This, in a population of
15,000 at the last return, now probably of nearly 20,000, is worthy
of record.

Fortheweekendmgthaﬂﬂth of June, the deaths are 23. The
increase is not occasioned by t accession of any active
or prevalent disease, but by ta circumstances, three inquests
hanngbe&nhaldmthalﬂthar][m'ketdmmet one being a case
of apoplexy, another suicide by hanging, and the third, accidental
death from a fall. Of the five deaths registered in St. Mary
Magdalen, three are from natural decay, of the respective ages of
76, 75, and 78 years, the remaining two being children.

In the week ending June 27th the temperature rose considerably,
being 65° above the average for the last 43 years; the highest in the
sun 116° and in the shade 88-5°,

Ifeami,nndwmpmpam&fnr,amnmﬂmhleammofdm
and mortality, in consequence of this unusual high temperature;
but I was mistaken, as our registered deaths are for the week again
but 15, indinating a condition of the public health highly satis-

factory. .

These results muost not lull us into feelings of false
security. It is very possible for influences of a highly dangerous
character to be in operation, sapping the health of a community for
a considerable period, before the immediate exciting cause of a
prevalent disease comes into action; and then the constitutions of
those already impaired or undermined by a polluted atmosphere,
or by other causes, are altogether unable to wi d the attacks of
disease, which under other circumstances, instead of distroying life,
would probably pass away without producing any material mischief.

I am led to these remarks by what came under my notice on the
morning of June 27th. At about half- one, the weather being
very hot, the atmosphere perfectly still, and the wind east, I was
awoke by the entrance into my bed-room (the window being open)
of a most abominable stench, and was compelled to close the window.
I got up, and went out to martnmthﬁsnma of this pollution of
the atmosphere. Along thaﬁmgeﬂoadtnthaenmar of the Spa

the atanchwaaohuk:mg oppressiveness; I went as far as
Procter and Bevington's, and from their ym'dthﬁreprooeeded a strong
animal odour as of seutch. I recommend an inspection of their
premises. From the yard of Mr. Young the same odour, but in a
lesser degree, was perceptible; still in neither of these cases did I
r&engms&thepecuharsu&'ocaﬁngaﬂ‘mm stench which first attracted
my attention.

Returning by the Spa Road, when by the Baths and Washhouses,
the atmosphere again became like that over a ewnl and at the
corner by the Grange I met police constable 29 who told me,
that he hmi been almost * knocked down by the sl;mk," and he
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thought it from a yard in Great George Street; I went
wit‘lighhimm the cow-yard of Mr. Duckett, in Great George Street,
where night-soil was being deposited by carts and wagons, and it
was from this spot, and from this source, that the whole neighbour-
hood was tainted; I believe to such an extent, that had there been
any tendency to diarrheea or cholera, it would have occasioned one or
other of these diseases, perhaps both, to a very considerable extent.

At the request of the Master of the workhouse, I have examined
an open sewer or ditch at the rear of the building, it is unsightly and
somewhat offensive, and as a possible cause, or aggravator of disease,
I recommend its being covered. At the distance of about 100 yards
nearer the church- it is more offensive, and there are open
privies on the . There is also a very dilapidated building,
which appears to me in a very dangerouscondition, and the 8
yard is most offensive, having accumulations of scutch and other
decomposing animal matters, which ought to be removed.

Mr. Hodgkins also complains of, and I have frequently noticed
the effluvia which proceeds from, the man hole just facing the door
of the workhouse; it is a most unsuitable spot for the opening, as
the tainted air from the sewer pervades almost the entire building.

Mr. Seaton of 198, Long Lane, has on several occasions com-
plained of his next door neighbour causing an intolerable nuisance,
by which himself, wife, and work-people were rendered sick, and
i.l{. I have inspected on various occasions the premises of Mr.
Garman, complained of. His business is offensive, and he has not
adopted proper precautions for the prevention of a nuisance.

I have inspected the arches of the railway occupied by Messrs.
Hales and Co., and by Mr. Hickmott; I cannot, at present, report
definitively upon them.

I regret to state, that complaints are again more frequent of
deficient water supply, especially in the neighbourhood of Ber-
mondsey New Bms, and the Folly, Dockhead.

July 20, 1857.

Gentlemen,—In the week ending June 27th, notwi ing an
average temperature, considerably greater than in any correspondi
week for the last 43 years, the mortality, I am happy to state, of
the parish was but 15, indicating a satisfactory healthy condition of
the district. For the week terminating July 4th, deaths are
only 14; of these, one was from whooping cough, and one from
scarlatina. In the Metropolis, the deaths diarrhcea increased
from 33 in the previous week to 65 in the first week of July. In our
distriet we have had no deaths from this disease, although it has pre-
vailed with us to some extent, but not in a severe or dangerous form
hitherto. During the last week, however, some cases of a severe
character have occurred; and this is the period when this disease is
most to be apprehended, T would especially draw attention to the
fearful condition of the Thames, as some cases of diarrhea, with
sickness approaching to cholera, have come under my notice from
the stench arising from the river. I earnestly advise, that no one

B
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should at present venture npon it, without a most pressing neces-
sity. In connection with this subject, I have again with extreme
regret to repor[;, that the water supply isin some districts alarmingly

Our baths and wash-houses have also suffered from
m&.ﬂaquate supply, and the Superintendent informs me that the
water is not of good quality.

From enquiries made by your Inspector, and from complaints at
the Office, there can be no doubt of the serious inconvenience to
which the inhabitants generally are subjected in consequence of
insufficient supply of water. 1 look upon this as a very alarming
circumstance, calculated, not only to predispose our population to
disease, should any pldem.m arise, but as also very certain to pro-
duce injury to the public health. I have inspected the premises of
Messrs. Procter Bevington, and found a considerable accumula-
tion of scutch, and also large heaps of horns, in a putrid and
putrifying condition. I do not believe that they can remain there
without risk to the meighbourhood, and I have certified aceord-
ingly. There is at times a gaseous, offensive and suffocating vapour,
which proceeds from these premises, occasioning sickness, h he
and nausea, to the inhabitants of the vicinity. It arises from the
employment of muriatic acid. I consider thatsome means might be
employed to diminish this cause of complaint.

At Mr. Young’s premises the scutch was being removed. I suggest
that the carts for its removal should be covered, during the

t hot weather, with a coating of charcoal or plaster of Paris
and a tarpauling, as the effluvia from putrid animal matter is most
offensive, and to many persons very injurious.

August 3, 1857.

Gentlemen,—The deaths registered in the week ending July 11th
for this parish were 15, the average during the’ last 10 years being
24-2. Fnr the week endmg July lBth, the deaths registered were 14,
the average for the last 10 years being 29'6; and for the week
ending July 25th, the number registered is again 14, the average
being 29°6.

This is a most satisfactory state of things, and is encouraging for
us to continue with steadiness and perseverance in the path of
sanitary reform. Considering the unusual temperature, which during
the week ending the 25th ult. was 6:7 degrees above the average of
the same week in the last 43 years, this result is beyond my most
sanguine anticipations. The femperature of the week previous was
nearly to the same degree in excess of the average. 1 attribute the
diminished mortality in some degree to the very wholesome alarm
which prevails when diarrhcea commences, and the consequent
promptitude in resorting to medical advice, and to precautions in
diet; for diarrheea has been very prevalent, almost general, especially
with children. One fatal case of cholera is registered in a child
aged five years, after 23 hours’ illness, still we are, at present,
entirely exempt from this disease in an epidemic form; isolated
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cases, however, of a severe character are occurring in various parts
of the metropolis, sufficient not to create alarm, but to cause watch-
fulness, and some additional anxiety, to all in whom the deep respon-
sibility is vested of taking all human precautions for the preservation
of public health.

I certify to you that there is a most serious and dangerous nuisance
to the neighbourhood at Mr. Garman’s, 200, Long Lane. I have
before reported on these premises as being unfitted for the trade here
carried on. In the period since elapsed, no precautions have been

ted, but the nuisance has been in every way aggravated. There
are heaps of putrid animal matters, offensive in the highest degree.
Not an instant should be lost in insisting upon an immediate clear-
ance. 1 regretted that I had no powers to remedy the very
serious evil which presented itself to my notice on the 27th ult.

1 have, pursuant to the order of the Vestry, inspected the 1
of Mr. Petch of Dockhead. On the 24th ult., without entering
thetﬁard., I observed a dense smoke issning from the roof and sides
of the western end of the building, which continued for about ten
minutes, enveloping the surrounding neighbourhood, and giving off
an offensive sickening odour sensible to the taste; this smoke was
succeeded by a lighter smoke or vapour, also very sickening, which
lasted for nearly the same period.

On the morning of the 25th, at about 11 o’clock, I entered the
premises. There was some smell from that portion of the building
used for roasting chicory, but only to a very slight degree to what
formerly existed. There is a manifest improvement in the mode for
carrying off the vapour. At the western end, used for roasting malt,
there was a little smoke issuing from the window and roof. I
waited and watched the process going on, which is as follows :—
There is an iron cylinder which is filled with grain, about 16 bushels,
and then exposed to the action of heat. Thecylinderrevolves over a
furnace by steam-power derived from Mr. Petch’s factory ; after about
45 minutes, smoke issues from the cylinder, more and more rapidly
every minute, until the atmosphere around becomes quite suffocating.
The cylinder is then withdrawn, and the charred grain is thrown
on the stone floor beneath, and it is then that the lighter vapour is
given off. The process is repeated six times daily, and thus for
about three hours the neighbourhood is suffering.

From the description here attempted, it may appear to the Vestry
that no very serious inconvenience can be felt from this process.
But I have no doubt that the complaints by the neighbours are in
no degree exagserated. Their comfort must be ‘most materially
interfered with ; if they open their windows, their houses and rooms
are filled with the vapour. As I have before stated, in many
instances health must be injured, and, comsidering that no means
whatever are employed to diminish or check the grievance, I certify
the malting process, or voasting of grain, to be a nuisance, and
injurious to health.

I may here state that my attention was at the same time directed,
by Mr. Petch, to smoke issuing from the chimney of an adjoining
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cooperage, which gave off a very sickening odour of rancid oil. The
clumney is low, and should be raised.

In consequence of a communication from the General Board of
Health, I visited 24, Cherry Garden Street. There is an open
offensive cesspool, into which, I am informed, ten other privies are
emptied. The people in the "house have sickness and bowel com-
plaints. The houses from whence the privies are drained are in
Brewer’s Court, and the tenants of these complain most bitterly of
having no water there is none laid on. On enquiry, T found t]:mt
some of the tenants fetch water from the Thames! o Emheg a little
from their neighbours. I have certified them accordingly, and I
urge upon the Vestry that the works necessary, be insisted on, and
immediately carried out.

The inhabitants of the west side of Cherry Garden Street com-
plain of a short supply of water; this complaint is not so general on
the eastern side, It seems to me, that in this case therefore, the
deficiency is owing to some imp erfection in the pipes. I had com-
plaint made to me by Mrs. I«{adden of 24, Nelson Street, on the
1st instant, of having no water Bupphed Bhe stated that she and
her neighbour Mrs, rich had both complained to the turncock,
and at the office of the Company, without effect. In Suffolk Place,
Snow’s Fields, complaints are also made of no water since Thursday
week till to day.

I have this day inspected a house at 13, Lamb Alley, in conse-
quence of a uomp]mnt made this morning, that a ¢ dead body,” had
been deposited there for ten days, and had burst before its removal,
and that the ceilings and w s were saturated with the contents
from the body, ﬂmn rendering the house unfitted for habitation.
The statement I found to be correct, but in the course of the day,
the house had been cleansed and limewashed. The practice of
ke?mg the dead unburied for long periods is much to be ]amented

ctor reports, that the wet scutch is removed from
Procter and Bevington's premises, and that the large heaps of horns
are also removed, with the exception of about three tons, and that
there is a great improvement in their premises.

August 19, 1857.

Gentlemen,—During the last fortnight our population has suffered
from dmrrhcea., to a considerable extent, in common with other Metro-
politan districts. In the week end:mg August 1st, the total number
of deaths were 24, being nine less than the average, and of these,
seven were from dmn*hcea, viz., four in Saint James's two in Saint
Mary's, and one in the Teather Market district; the death in this
district is a child of seven months, and after ten days sickness; in
Saint Mary Magdalen, one of the two deaths from diarrhcea is a
jﬂuma}rman leather-dresser, aged 60, and the other a child of four
months old. In Saint James's, of the four deaths, two are infants of
ten weeks, one a child of five mnnths and the other one year. In
the week ending August 8th, the deaths are 27, the average being
34, The mortality from dmnhma 18 again seven, viz., one in
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St. Mary Magdalen, two in the Leather Market, and four in
St. James’s, all children under one year of age, with one exception,
a child of 19 months. The deaths from cholera in the metropolis,
in the fortnight, have been 54. We have had no fatal case.

I beg strongly to urge upon the Vestry the propriety and necessity
of improving the condition of John's Place, 1 know of no spot
where paving is more required, for its effectual cleansing and
purification.

Rose Court, Dockhead, requires immediate attention, the drainage
is bad, and a most offensive effluvia rises from the gully, almost
poisoning the inhabitants. Some most severe and dangerous cases
of diarrheea in adults have lately taken place at this spot.

Complaint was made to me of a very offensive smell from Messrs.
Oastler and Palmer’s, and on inspection I found the cause to be an
accumnulation of horns; these, on my recommendation, were promptly
removed. On my visit, the workmen of Messrs. Oastler and Palmer,
complained of a sickening stench, which appeared to come from
Swan Mead, and which was of that intensity, that some of them
had been seized suddenly with sickness and diarrheea, and compelled
to leave their work.

I had previously inspected Swan Mead, and very strongly urged
upon the occupiers of some factories there the necessity for
precautions of more than ordinary stringency during this hot season.
Their yards were not in a good condition. T am sorry to report that
my friendly remonstrances have been ineffectual. At Mr. Cripps's
glue and size manufactory, there was an accumulation of from 30 fo
40 tons of scutch, and I have reason to believe that the process of boil-
ing this putrid refuse for the purpose of extracting fat is here carried
on. I certify the accumulation of scutch a nuisance and injurious
to health. I have not the slightest doubt that it is the cause of
of sickness to the men at Oastler and Palmer’s

At Mr. Ness's there was a collection of filthy offensive bones, and
stinking hoofs. The atmosphere at this spot was sickening and
most oppressive, as adjoining these premises there is a farina manu-
- factory, where a large accumulation of refuse from diseased potatoes
was deposited.

Mr. Legg's premises offered a very favourable contrast, the yard
was clean and well kept, and every endeavour was evidently used
to prevent any legitimate cause of complaint.

T regret to state that Brewer’s Yard is in a similar condition to
Brewer’s Court (which was brought to the notice of the Vestry at its
last meeting). The inhabitants have not a drop of water; there is
none laid on, either to the Yard or houses. The poor people com-
plain very bitterly of the hardships and misery occasioned them by
this privation. I have certified the houses, and I urge the carrying
out of the necessary steps with promptitude.

September 21sf, 1857.

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,—Four weeks have passed since
I presented a report on the health and meortality of the distriet to
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your consideration, for at the last meeting I was prevented doing
so by severe indisposition.

In the above-mentioned period, we have had great cause for con-
gratulation, for at one time it appeard as if we were on the verge of
a serious epidemie, but the danger now seems passed, and we are
happﬂtieﬁ'eﬂﬁ'umany eral disease.

In week ending August 22nd, the deaths were 28, the average
being 35; of these, however, four were drowned accidentally whilst
bathing. There were also four deaths from diarrhcea, but three of
these were children aged respectively six weeks, four months, and six
months, and the other 75 years of age, with heart disease and natural
decay. For the week terminating August 29th, the deaths registered
are 22, the average being 29. Three deaths are recorded from
diarrheea; one, however, being 66 years of age, was infirm, had
previous organic disease, natural decay being here also assigned as
a cause of death. It is therefore evident, that in this as in the case
registered the week previous, that diarrheea was merely a symptom
of disease already existing in each of these cases, and in no degree
whatever an original or epidemic disease. I comsider this a very
important distinetion. In this week in other metropolitan districts,
diarrheea prevailed somewhat severely, more especially in Maryle-
bone, Deptford, and Plumstead. The week ending September 5th is
indeed remarkable, the deaths being 17, whilst the average for the
last 10 years is 45. 'We present for the districts of St.
Magdalen, and St. James a clear ““bill of health,” no death being
registered for diarrheea, fever, measles, or other zymotic disease in a

tion of 85,000. I record with pleasure these words appended
to the return of Mr. Martin, the registrar, for the St. James's district,
“ In the last 33 days I have only registered the deaths of five adults
from natural causes; I have not known this locality so healthy for
the last 28 years.” Here are reaped the fruits of sanitary improve-
ments; who can doubt that the filling up the foul water-course
called the Neckinger, which, as a huge open sewer, formerly dis-
seminated the seeds of disease to the surrounding population, has
contributed materially to this result. Jacobs Island is no longer a .
place to point the finger of scorn at. The poor people have now
wholesome water. The drainage of Parker's Row has been very
beneficial, the change in the condition of the surrounding atmosphere
is most marked ; formerly there was always a faint, sickening smell,
often an abominable stench. Now the back yards and small gardens
thm:]‘l:nuts araaaﬁ*esh;sinmmy “mmeﬂ?mfﬁtﬂ

eering prospect, I must now turn to a da in the
mat district, viz., King Street, Bmman&wyli’?fiﬂmi There
have been three deathsin one house from scarlet fever, I have visited
and inspected narrowly the house and the neighbourhood. As regards
the house, although small, and at a low rent the sanitary arrange-
ments are in a fair condition; the privy is panned and trapped,
there is good water supply, no complaint by any of the neighbours,
and the drainage appears to be good. The parents have left, and
I believe were respectable, steady, and cleanly people, there was
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no overcrowding; still the fever is in this neighbourhood, and I
must remark that it is in the immediate vicinity of Swan Mead, of
which I have been compelled to speak strongly against. Cross Street
is also close by, and is in a most disgraceful and dangerous condition.

For the week ending September 12th, the deaths are 19, and the
averaged 39; three are from diarrheea, and one *“ infantile cholera,”
there is also one from want of breast milk, which too frequently
happens, and is generally the fate of illegitimate ehildren. Some
special registration or supervision is certainly required for the pre-
servation of the lives of these neglected, half-starved, ill-used, often
wilfully-destroyed human beings.

I must say a few words relating to our water supply. On
perusing a letter signed James Rosseter, and addressed to Sir James
Emerson Tennant, the Secretary to the Board of Trade, in reply to
a copy of my Report to this Vestry on a former oeccasion, I find
these words, ‘The result with regard to the baths and wash-houses,
was that it could not be ascertained that any complaint had been
made to the Vestry either as to quantity or quality of the supply,
on the contrary, entire satisfaction was expressed by the superinten-
dent of that establishment.”

The superintendent informs me that such is not the fact. He
has complained to me of the quality as well as of the quantity, I did
not report the former, as I considered it might be accidental and
unavoidable, as the water is generally good. I reported the latter,
because the deficient supply of water to our district was becoming
serious, and I here repeat ing.

The ‘“distinct and unqualified contradiction of the Company,”
would, in an individual, be considered an untruth; but in a power-
ful corporation it is looked upon merely as the denial of a fact.

In Brewer’s Court, and Brewer’s Yard, where water has lately
been laid on, I was, on Saturday last, informed by the inhabitants,
that the supply was only on alternate days. On the same day at
Somerset Cottages, where there is but one butt for the seven tene-
ments, and not a quart of water in if, the poor people say that it
comes on only every other day, and not on the Sunday. Yet in
this letter, signed J. Rosseter, it is stated that, ‘‘ a supply is fur-
nished daily to every part of Bermondsey.” Doubtless in some
cases there is waste; for instance, at Star Corner, there are small
houses, where the cisterns appear to be connected with the main,
and the water is constantly running to waste; still not sufficient
to account for, or at all justify the non-supply of other parts. I am
not anxious for grounds of complaint against this Southwark and
Vauxhall Water Company, if I been so, the instances reported
to your Vestry would have been largely multiplied. But believing
as I do, that this district has heretotore suffered in health, life, and
prosperity, to a great extent, in consequence of bad water supply,
I shall certainly not be deterred by rude contradictions from report-
ing facts upon this most important subject to your Board.

On several occasions during the last week, more especially of an
evening, the Grange Road has been enveloped in a most abominable
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and sickening odour. It is of such a character, that T have no
hesitation in advising the Board to fake active measures for its pre-
vention. I am not sufficiently positive as to its exact source, but I
have very strong grounds for belief.

October 5, 1857.

Gentlemen,—The sanitary condition of Bermondsey for the week
ending September 19th, is shown to be in the highest degree satis-
factory, the deaths being only six, the average being 35 for the
corresponding week of the last ten years; and the births numbered 36.
In the Leather Market district, the deaths were none; in St. Mary
Magdalen four, and in St. James's district two. Throughout the
entire metropolitan distriet, with a fa?r exceptions, the deaths were
below the average; but in no other instance to anything like the
same extent as with us. In the following week, ending 26th Sep-
tember, the deaths show a marked increase, they are in number 22 ;
one is, however, a suicide, whose death took place in July; there
are four from natural decay, at advanced ages; three from fever,
one in Foxlow Court, where there was no medical attendant, from
convulsions, and the others from ordinary diseases. Diarrheea seems
to have disappeared.

It is, however, right for me to apprise the Vestry, that this is
the period when precautionary measures may safely be energetically
adopted. Cholera of a very malignant form is at the present time
prevalent in Hamburgh. I am anxious, therefore, with the con-
currence of the Board to pursue, with some degree of System, the
measures advisable for the ensurance of our future safety. I
recommend that a house-to-house inspection should take place of one
district after another; and from what I have witnessed to-day, I
consider that the St. James’s district should be first inspected and
reported on.

In my last report 1 alluded to some fatal cases of Malignant Fever
in the vicinity of Swan Mead. I had my attention again called to
this spot yesterday by the Minister and congregation of Ebenezer
Chapel. Complaint was made of a sickening odour, which com-
pelled some of the seat-holders to leave and go home. I found the
origin of this stench to be a heap of 400 tons of diseased potatoes in
a state of steaming decomposition. 1 have certified them as a
nuisance, and urge prompt measures for their removal.

I have had the carcase of a diseased bullock seized and condemned
as unfit for human food—the owner summoned and fined for the
offence. This will, T trust, be a salutary warning. The discovery
is due to the activity and intelligence of your Inspector.

After repeated adjournments, the magistrate has dismissed the
summons against Mr. O’Neal for a nuisance to the neighbourhood
of Dockhead. Since the proceedings were first taken, very con-
siderable efforts have been made by Mr. O’Neal to remove, or
diminish, the cause of complaint against him, and a large expendi-
ture of money has been made. I have reason to hope, that these
efforts have tended to mitigate considerably the amount of vapour,
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and T trust that there will be no further canse of complaint. These
premises, and the proceedings connected with them, have oecupied
my attention and been to me a source of solicitude and anxiety for
some time past.

October 19, 1857.

Gentlemen,—Up to the present date, the health of the population
of our Parish is in a satisfactory condition. The deaths are con-
siderably below the average, being, for the week ending Oectober
drd, 15, viz.,, two in St. Mary Magdalen, four in the Leather
Market, and nine in St. James's district; the average for the last
ten years is 29. There are two accidental deaths from drowning,
and one from accidental suffocation of an infant in bed, increasing
the number of deaths in St. James's district, where there was one
fatal case of diarrhcea, and one from typhus; there is one death
from bilious fever in the Leather Market district. For the weck
ending Oectober 10th the deaths are 16, thus divided; seven in
St. James's, six in St. Mary Magdalen, and three in the Leather
Market distrivts ; the births are in this week 52, and in the week
ending October 3rd, 35: thus in the fortnight 87 were born, and
31 ded, a large balance in vital statistics in our favour, which with
proper exertions on our parts, will, I trust be maintained. There
are two fatal cases of diarrheea registered in the district of St. Mary
Magdalen; both however appear to have suffered from other
disease, and were aged respectively 70, and 78 years. I am of
opinion, that we are at the present moment happily free from
diarrhceea in an epidemic form, I lay much stress upon this important
faet, because in my last report, I mentioned for the information of
this Board, the circumstance that Cholera in a very serious form
prevailed to some extent at Hamburgh. Tt is now my duty to
report, that this disease has attacked an isolated spot on the borders
of Essex and Middlesex with some severity. I have visited the place
in company with Dr. Thomson, Officer of Health of 8t. Maryle-
bone, Dr. Hellier, Officer of Health of 8t. Paneras, and Dr. Ansell,
of Bow, there cannot be the slightest doubt of the character and
nature of the disease. There were already seven deaths out of
15 attacks. I paid especial attention to the sanitary condition of
the neighbourhood. There is a row of 17 houses facing the open
country, which is a marsh, to the north-west; in the rear, these
look upon an extensive silk-dyeing establishment, where from 500
to 600 persons are employed. On the north and north-east, there is
a stream called the Merivale, at about 30 s distant, and in the
neighbourhood there are several open tidal ditches. Two of the
houses had a cesspool in common, while the others all drained into
one cesspool. The supply of water was from a pump over a
land-spring, and the water although bright, was evidently impure.
In the marshes there were cattle and sheep feeding, which had
lately been landed from Hamburg. I mention these circumstances

C
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in order that we may reflect upon, and t by them. The dark
El]l]:tad stream, the Merivale, which proprietor of the Silk

ills says has of late been most peculiarly offensive, reminded me
strongly of our Neckinger, now fortunately for this district, no
longer in existence. In this respect we may congratulate our-
selves; so also with regard to the improved water supply, pro-
gressive advancement in the abolition of cesspools, in more
perfect drainage. But in one respect we must look upon this out-
break as a timely and distinet warning. I allude to the open tidal
- ditches in our district ; and having since inspected that very offensive
one in the Blue Anchor Lane, the stench from which pervades a
neighbourhood now rapidly becoming populated, I very strongly
urge upon the vestry the necessity for promptly causing this large
open sewer to be covered, because it is very evident that the great
drainage scheme is far from any reasonable prospectof early completion.

I regret to state that fish refuse has again been brought to the
arches of the railway so often complained of, in the occupation of
Messrs. Hale and Co., and against whom proceedings on a former
occasion were taken. I inspected these premises on the 16th instant,
and certify them as having an offensive accumulation, caleulated to
be injurious to the health of the neighbourhood. I have certified
also 18 houses in a court at Dockliead, the privies and drainage
being in a most offensive and highly dangerous condition, and
the houses are most of them in a very filthy state. The spot is
most inappropriately named Pleasant Place. The houses in Virginia
Row, adjoining, are only one degree better; I have also certified them.
I advise notices to be served at once upon the owners of this property.
There are also houses in George Row requiring prompt attention,
the occupiers of 26 and 27 complain of a seanty supply of water,
and Mr. Paulton at Dockhead, complains of the same deficiency.
I have reason however for believing that the supply of late has
been generally more liberal. There are several houses in Hickman's
Folly with foul and offensive privies. Salisbury Lane I speak of
with extreme satisfaction, the arrangements are in many cases,
excellent, and appear to be valued by the tenants, and to be well
cared for. As a substitute for the wooden, dilapidated, and di
‘water-butts, there are in some of the yards zine receptacles, whi
appear to me worthy of especial notice. The only complaint I have
to make in Balisbury Lane, is of an open grating to a sewer, from
whence an effluvia escapes at times.

An adjourned case against an owner of two houses at Star Corner,
was decided on Friday by Mr. Coombe, I allude to it as one of some
importance, and your Surveyor was kind enough to attend with a
plan and sketch of the premises. The defendant (I believe a lawyer)
contended that there was no clause or power in the Nuisance
Removal Act, rendering it compulsory upon a landlord to provide
pans, traps, and water supply, in lieu of the open privy and cesspool.
The worthy Magistrate however, decided that the Act renders these
sanitary improvements imperative when called for.
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November 2, 1857.

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,—In the week ending October 19th,
the deaths for Bermondsey are 21, viz., 12 in St. James’s, six in
St. Mary Magdalen, and three in the Leather Market districts. The
average for the last 10 years being 25. There is no case requiring
especial notice. For the week ending October 24th, the deaths are
19, the average number being 26°7; there were six in St. Mary
M , six in St. James's, and seven in the Leather Market
district. The Registrar General directed my especial attention to a
case returned as ““ choleraic,” in Aldred Street, a man aged 39, who
died after three days’ illness. I have enquired personally into the
circumstances, and have no hesitation in saying that the death did
not arise from any choleraic influence. 1 took occasion, however,
to investigate the condition of the houses in this street, which, as a
rule, are in a most unsatisfactory state, and I have accordingly
certified them. Osborne’s Buildings, which are in the rear of this
street, require prompt attention, the privies and drains are in such
an offensive condition, that many of the houses have in consequence,
become unoccupied. In visiting and inspecting the houses in Great
George Street, I regretted to find some of the better class requiring
considerable amendment. A portion are in very excellent con-
dition, in some however, the subterfuge has been adopted of
placing pans over the cesspools, a most reprehensible practice,
fraught with danger to the health and lives of the tenants. On the
north side of Abbey Street, the houses are all, without exception,
as regards the condition of the yards, the drainage, and cesspools, as
bad as ecan be. The stench arising from the privies, caused b
feculent fermentation, is so powerful, that the occupiers stated in
almost every instance, that their comfort and health were most
materially affected thereby. On the south side the condition 1s
better, and many of the houses are in good order. I have certified
in every case where nuisance existed. On the south side of Crueifix
Lane there are some very ancient houses, wooden erections, scarcely
fitted for human habitations ; the sanitary arrangements are, however,
much improved, all the houses having a good water supply, fair
drainage, the cesspools abolished, and pans substituted. I attended
at the police court on Monday last, to give evidence against the
proprietors of railway arches in the Blue Anchor Lane, for carry-
ing on an offensive manufactory of fish manure. The Magis-
trate ordered its discontinuance, but I regret to state that a fresh
complaint was made to me on Saturday last by Mr. Sealey, of a
repetition of the offence. I visited the premises at once, and finding
that fish refuse was there, proceeded immediately to the Police Court,
and took out a fresh summons, which will be heard tomorrow.

November 16, 1857.

Mr. Chairman and Gentleman.—In pursuance of your instructions
I have inspected the premises of Mr. B. Young, and also these of
Messrs Procter and Bevington, glue and size manufacturers. In
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the yard of the latter gentlemen, I regretted to find a large accumu-
lation of scutch, highly offensive, and in my opinion injurious to the
health of the neighbourhood. I have certified as to the existence
of this nuisance, this is the second occurrence when this step has
been necessary, and I trust that there will be no further repetition.
M. Youngw_PEE lately erected six coppers in a shed closely approxi-
mating to Wright’s Buildings, these, when in operation, give off a
vapour which penetrates the houses near, and diffuses a faint, sicken-
ing odour throughout the neighbourhood. In their present condition,
doubtless, a considerable nuisance is created, and I would suggest
for its prevention, that the boilers should be closely covered and the
vapour consumed in the furnaces beneath. T advise this plan with
confidence, having visited the premises of Messrs. Barber and
Monk, at Whitechapel, where by the adoption of this process carcases
of horses and diseased animals are boiled without creating any
offence at all to the population of the mneighbourhood. I have
seen and conversed with Mr. Young on this subject, and he has
expressed his intention and willingness to carry out the suggestion,
which when executed will I trust, remove all legitimate cause of
complaint.

Complaints are again made of Mr. Petch and Mr. O’ Neil, at Dockhead.
I have repeatedly visited and inspected their premises, and am of
opinion that sufficient care has not been taken to consume the smoke.
I would suggest in this case, that the Police Commissioners be
informed of the circumstance, for it is to all intents and purposes a
smoke nuisance, which with care on the part of those employed in
the process may be almost entirely avoided. I have certified the
houses Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4, Wright's Buildings, as dilapidated and
unfit for human habitations.

'We have no Epidemic prevailing, but the mortality is somewhat
increased, and is principally caused by affections of the lungs, and
air passages. In the week ending October 31st, the deaths registered
are 33 ; and 1n the week ending November 7th, 26, in each case ex-
cceding the average. T attended the police court on the 8rd, inst.,
in the matter of the Fish Manure Factory in the Railway Arches by
Blue Anchor Lane. The Magistrate issued an order for removal
of the fish, and informed the defendant that he would order a prose-
cution if a repetition of the nuisance took place. I hope and frust
that this is the last time we shall be tyoubled with this case. As
the result of the house visitation since the last meeting of the Board,
I have certified 69 cases of nuisances requiring removal.

2 December Tth, 1857,

Gentlemen,—During the last fortnight there has prevailed over
the entire Metropolis, influenza and affections of the lungs and air
passages, of a severe character, as shewn by the increase of mor-
tality in almost every parish and district. The weather has been
dull, eloudy, damp, and foggy, and the degree of moisture and
density of the atmosphere beyond the average. I find in the
week ending November the 21st, that 41 of the 36 districts, shew a
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mortality considerably above the average, that three parishes,
namely, Holborn, Clerkenwell, and East London, are slightly
below the average; but that two, Bermondsey, and St. 8,
Southwark, are respectively considerably below the average. Ber-
mondsey, the most so, presenting a clean mortality table, having
no fatal case registered from any zymotic disease, either typhus,
cholera, diarrheea, scarlatina, or measles. This favourable con-
dition is remarkably and most satisfactorily shewn also in the
following week, ending November 28th, notwithstanding that the
Registrar General says ¢ sickness is now generally diffused through-
out the Metropolitan area, which developes a high rate of mortality ;"
yet in Bermondsey, the deaths registered are but 20, the average
being 25-7; and L am happy to state, that our neighbouring parish
of Rotherhithe oceupies with wus the most enviable sanitary
position. I am daily, more and more, convinced of the soundness of
the opinion I have long entertained, that this district is peculiarly
and singularly favourable to the preservation of health, as regards
affections of the lungs and air passages; doubtless we are now
reaping some of the advantages of former and continued exertions
in carrying out every practicable sanitary improvement in a most
efficient manner.

I regret however, that a serious evil, to which I am now about
to direct the attention of the Vestry, has been hitherto overlooked
by me, but most unintentionally. 'When inspecting the burial places
and vaults of the Parish, 1 omitted Bethesda Chapel, in Jamaica
Row, it was at that time as now, closed, and I was not aware that
interments had been there, and so it escaped my inspection. In
consequence of information, I on the 28th ult. visited this chapel in
company with your Inspector of Nuisances. The woman in charge
told me that it was let as an auction room. On descending some
steps which led from the floor of the chapel through a trap door,
opening in front of the pulpit, the whole basement was found
crowded with coffins of various sizes, dates, and conditions; some
were sound, some had fallen from the place originally oceupied, and
were partially or entirely erushed; in some parts smaller coffins
were poked up flush with the flooring of the chapel, and al-
together it was the veriest charnel-house that could be imagined.
At a rough calculation, there must be between four and five
hundred coffing in this place, which for all intents and purposes,
as regards the health of the district might just as well have been
placed in an open yard, or warehouse, or on the pavement. The
ventilation in front takes place by gratings immediately into the
street; considering that this practice had been going on for many
years, it is impossible to caleulate how great the amount of prema-
ture mortality has been oceasioned, how much serious sickness
induced, by effluvia proceeding from the decomposition of the dead
being unconsciously inhaled by the living.  There has, it appears,
been no interment here for some years, but still I feel compelled
to certify the building as one injurious to health, and a nuisance to
the district. I cannot forget, that frequently, during the heat of
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the summer just passed, complaints came to our ears of most offen-
sive and sickening odours in this neighbourhood, which were sup-
posed to arise from the sewers or gulleys. From this building, in
the nature of things, there must at times arise a sickening deadly
vapour. I urge upon the Vestry the necessity for placing the vast
heap of poor corrupting human mortality now within this building
decently beneath the earth. I have certified Bell Court and Medley’s
Buildings, Bermondsey Street, as requiring immediate attention.

December 21, 1857,

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,—In pursuance of the order of the
Vestry of the 7th instant, I have inspected the vaults under
St. James’s Church, those under the Roman Catholic Church at
Dockhead, and those at the Chapel in Long Lane. I will speak of
the latter first, and it is with extreme gratification that I report the
improvement which has taken since my former inspection on
the 1st of May, 1856, most of the bodies which were deposited
beneath the chapel are now interred, a considerable quantity of fresh
earth has been added as a further precaution, and there are also
some bricked up in the vaults with lime, from which the external
air is excluded, so that any emanation from the remains is thus
prevented. I consider the care, attention, and anxiety shown
the authorities of this chapel, to render it free from mnoxious an
injurious influences, worthy of especial mention. In St. James's,
the vaults are, as far as ventilation and dryness, in excellent order;
I think it most desirable in those instances where the coffins
are piled one upon the other, as there is here plenty of space, that
they should be placed upon the ground, for otherwise there is risk
of &e lower ones being burst by the superineumbent weight, inde-
pendent of other causes. As Officer of Health, I still adhere to
my opinion, that burial in the earth is the most effectual plan for
the prevention and propagation of disease, by poisonous emanations
from the dead. TUnder the Roman Catholic Church there are but
19 coffins above the earth, and I shall be rejoiced to learn that these
are buried. 1 am unable to report to-day upon the condition of the
vaults under 8t., Mary Magdalen, I hope however, to do so on the
next meeting of the Vestry. In relation to Bethesda Chapel, I
accompanied your Law Clerk to the Board of Health, Whitehall,
when we were referred to the Burial Board Scotland Yard. 1In
consequence of our representations, I have since been in com-
munication with Mr. Grainger, and accompanied that gentleman
to the chapel. He is Inspector under the Burial Act. He
He agrees with me, as to the urgent and pressing necessity for
prompt action in removing a very serious nuisance, one caleulated
in an eminent degree, to affect the health of the public. I believe
that an Order from the Privy Council will forthwith be issued for
the removal of the bodies placed beneath this building, and that
permission will be given for their interment in the ground of
St. James’s.

1 have certified as to the existence of a nuisance complained of by
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Mr. Perks, as Trustee of Herold’s School which requires prompt
amendment,

During the last two weeks our mortality has increased in some
degree, and is about the average for the last 10 years without
however making allowance for the increase of population. Chest
affections and whooping cough are prevalent, there are two fatal
cases of the latter disease in St. James’s district.

January 14, 1858.

Mr Chairman and Gentlemen of the Vestry.— Having been
favoured by the Churchwarden with the requisite order for in-
spection of the vaults beneath the church of St. Hag Magdalen,
I have to report, that on the 29th ult., I went through them, accom-

panied by your Imspector. The a.tmo@herﬁ of the vault was dry
and temperate, and on this occasion I did not discover any offensive
emanation. There are, however, several coffins which are bulging
uut from the weight of the superinecumbent ones, these will, in

robability, unless re-arranged, soon fall down, and most

]J.kay,m doing so burst. It would be very desirable to
the vault with deodorizing powder, and at the same time to lime-
wash the walls; occasional inspection will be necessary. There is,
in the ground ad_}uamng the church, an open oﬁanswa privy, ln]cz
the engine-house a stench from an untrapped sink stone, W
which the Sexton considers ecommunicates with what was formerly
a receptacle for the drainage and refuse from the engine-house, but
which must also receive in some degree the drainage from the
adjacent ground. I recommend that this place be emptied and filled
up with dry rubbish. I have this day had a communication from
Mr. Grainger, the Government Inspector of Burial Places, stating
that he has received instructions from Sir G. Grey, the Secretary of
State, to inspect the vaults, and of his intention to do so to-morrow,
at the same time requmtmg me to accompany him.

Complaints have been made to me of deficient water supply in
Abbey street, these I have investigated, and find that on some
occasions, water has not been received for three days together,
and Mr. Priddy, milkman, has suffered considerable inconvenience in

uence of being without water supply. It is however, but
right to mention that the water supply has considerably improved of
late. It is again a source of gratification to report that the health of
the district is almost all that can be desired. For the week ending
December 19th, the deaths are but 15, none from zymotic or
epidemic disease, while the births are 61, The average deaths for
the last 10 years are 27. For the week ending the 26th of Detember,
there is an increase, attributable partly to accidental eircumstances,
as in the Leather Market District; there are four registered sudden
deaths with inquests, and one case of searlet fever. In Salisbury
Place, a child died from measles without any medical attendant.
The deaths for this week are 27, and the average for the last 10
years is 25-1; allowing for the increase of the population, the
deaths in this week are below the average. At the next Vestry
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Meeting, I intend to present my Annual Report, which will,
I trust, prove satisfactory to the Vestry as to the past, and en-
couraging for the future.

February 1, 1858.

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen.—There are 31 deaths

for the week endingi!'mmu'yhd, but of these eight are aceidental
which have occurred in St. James’s district during the quarter, and
on which inquests have been held; one death is attributed to exces-
give drinking. The births are 45. For the week following, the
deaths are 18, the average being 27, while the births are%B In
the week terminating January 16th, the deaths are 19, the average
being 23, and the births are 41 ; and for the week ending January
23rd, the deaths are 25, the average being 276, and the births are 46.
Two deaths occurred from scarlatina in Prince’s Place, Crosby Row ;
I visited and inspected the house, and also the other houses in this
court. The drainage has been carried out during the last year, but
there is no water supply to the houses on one side of the place, and
it is here that the deaths occurred, there is a very offensive and
sickening exhalation in these houses, requiring investigation and
and amendment. The two children who died were four and six
years of age, and had lately come there with their parents from the
country. is is a striking instance of sanitary evil arising from
inadequate supply of water, the only source being a stand pipe n
the court from which the water ﬂuwa feebly ﬁor about half-an-hour
in the day, as I am informed. I am however, bound to direct the
Vestry’s attention to another source of mischief in this immediate
locality. The gateway in Crosby Row is used as a urinal, the road
is unpaved, and there is no drainage for the urine which accumu-
lates, bemmes putrid, soaks into the earth partly, and partiall Bvapn-

mtm giving rise to offensive exhalations, which are pacuhar
to affect the health of children. Therammmehounesmthe
immediate vicinity in Long Lane, which I have certified as requiring
amendment. I recommend that the house where fatal fever occurred
be lime-washed from top to bottom. In consequence of an inquest
on a woman who died in Thomas’s Place, at the back of the Pift’s
Head, I visited and inspected the house, which I certify as unfit for
human habitation, it is in a most disgraceful condition ; it was with
great difficulty and some danger that I could get up the stairs in
ence of their dilapidated state; the atmosphere was so foul
and oppressive that I uon.ld scarcely breathe ; ; there was a little boy
with a few rags on, and in a most filthy state, crouched in the
corner of fherunm, wh&re:f he is allowed to remain 1 feel assured
that he will not survive long. I strongly urge upon the Vestry the
Eropnety of representing the condition of this mperty to the Police
ommissioners, for it appears to me, independent of the foul and
filthy condition in which the houses are, that they are perfectly
umnfe as dwellings, and dangerous to the public. My attention has
been again called to Bethesda Chapel, there has been some attempt
to dispose of the human remains beneath by burial, but this has
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been done without proper supervision, and the result is that a por-
tion of the building has fallen in, and the entire structure is in a
very shakey condition. There is a notice on the doors, announcing
the establishment of a musical academy. I regret to have again to
bring before the Vestry renewed complaints of deficient water supply,
especially in Guy Terrace, Nelson Street, and in Pleasant Place.
In the upper portion of Snow’s Fields, on the south side, the air

sewer is singularly offensive at times, and a serious case of
fever has just occurred in one of the houses. I think the drainage

there is susceptible of improvement.

February 15, 1858.

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,—I regret to report that great com-
plaints are again prevalent of the malt roasting process at Dockhead.
I visited the premises on the 13th instant, having during the after-
noon especially noticed the intensity of the odour at a considerable
distance from the factory; on my arrival, a charge of the roasted
malt had just been withdrawn from the cylinder, the smoke and
vapour still remaining in and around the building. Gas was not
burning, and I waited until a fresh charge was withdrawn; the gas
then being lit before the withdrawal of the malt, there was little or
no cause for complaint, of either vapour or smoke. I am decidedly
of opinion that the gas was not burnt previous to my arrival;
whether this omission arose from carelessness or with a purpose, it is
impossible to say, in either case it is most censurable, and should
any future neglect to burn gas for the protection of the neighbour-
hood be discovered, T strongly advise the re-institution of proeeed-
ings for suppressing what then becomes a serious nuisance. After
my inspection, I remained a considerable time in the immediate
neighbourhood, and there was no return of the peculiar faint suffo-
cating odour which previously prevailed. Subsequently I received
a commuication which had been forwarded on the subject to the
police. As regards the deficient water supply, I had an interview
with the engineer of the Southwark and Vauxhall Company with
reference to the serious inconvenience the inhabitants of Nos. 1, 2,
and 3, Guy Terrace were put to by the deprival of water. Mr. Quick
promised immedjate attention, and the promise was fulfilled, for
the supply has since been liberal and plentiful. I have also received
the following communication, which, as the question it relates to
is one of primary importance, I will now read,—

 Southwark and Vauzhall Water Company,
** Office, Sumner Street, Southwark. ¢

“8m, ¢ Feb. 9th, 1858,
“ Since you called at this office, Mr Quick has had a further survey made
Ei‘ tha_tlll:lnum in Guy Terrace, Snow’s Field, a copy of which I beg to ‘grwud
erewith "'
“ Mr. Quick regrets should have been troubled in this matter, and
that in future, all complaints will be referred to this office, where they will receive
immediate attention.”

R bedient Servant
our o ervant.
: t JoserH Quick, Jun.,,
“ To Dr. Challice, &c. &ec.” - Y Superintendent.”
D
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(Copy.)

“TIn ence of a letter received from Mr, of No. 1, Guy Terrace,
in answer to ﬂ:a report sent to &ahmmdm?u;l;g}i&m 30th ult.,{ndnviuit
from the tenant at No, 2, on Friday morning last, (who denied the truth of our
report, and insisted that the lead ﬁ«l]lﬂ wanted forcing), the Inspector, accompa-
nied by the tenant, proceeded to No. 2, Guy Terrace, at 11.30 A.w. He found
all the houses in the street well supplied, except the cistern in the yard of No. 1,
which supplies the houses and water-closets of Nos. 1, 2, and 3. e water was
turned on at 11.35 A.x., when it commenced flowing into the said eistern, but
slowly ; the tap at the end of the pipe was then unscrewed, the water immediately
rushed from the pipe with full force, and filled the cistern.”

“ From this, it appears that in addition to the defective arrangements already
referred to in the first report, the flow of water to the cistern was impeded by the

in the service-pipe being defective,”

“ On Saturday mo , 6th instant, the cistern at No. 1, the butt at No. 2, as
well as No. 3, were all the end of the service-pipe being still open.”

It will be observed that this note was sent on the 9th instant;
now on the 12th, Mr. James, the collector of rents for Turner’s
Retreat called upon me, and stated that there was little or no water
supplied there, that the turncock had refused to interfere unless
paid, that the tenants are much distressed, and finally, that applica-
tion has been made to the Becretary of the Water Company, but that
no notice whatever had been taken. I saw Mr. Quick again on this
case, and he promised that immediate attention should be paid. Tt
is not for me, as Officer of Health, to excuse or accuse the officials of
a great company or its management, to whom a most important
public trust, exercising a powerful influence on the health and lives
of the community, has been confided. Doubtless it is a duty
attended by difficulty, still I cannot refrain from expressing my
opinion, that a more diligent and frequent inspection of the dis-
trict, and greater readiness in investigating the real causes of com-
plaint, would be beneficial to the public, and creditable to the Com-
pany. The health of the parish is upon the whole not unsatisfactory,
the mortality is slightly below the average, being for the week
ending January 30th 21, and for the week ending February 6th 28 ;
we have some isolated cases of scarlet and of typhus fever. Now
we cannot always point with certainty to the origin, that is the
cause or starting point of a disease, but we know with comparative
certainty the circumstances which tend to its communication from
one human being to another, and to its general propagation. Now,
1 rezzrtfully urge upon the Board the propriety and the necessi
for their authorizing the Officer of Health to issue a printed notice
to the inhabitants of houses where contagious or infectious diseases
are present, requesting that those ordinary precautions which com-
mon prudence dietates, such as general cleanliness, the purification
of a sick bed-room where fever has prevailed, or may be a death
occurred, and more ially the lime-washing of the walls and
ceilings of the room where sickness and death has been, before they
are again tenmﬁedtlg the healthy, who are, by the neglect of these

precautions, subjected to great and unnecessary danger.
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March 1, 1858.

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,—The mortality of our parish for
the week ending February 13th, is indicative of the prevalence of
disease affecting the lungs and chest to a considerable extent, as
there were 25 deaths registered, the average for the last 10 years
being 244, and of these no less than 15 were caused by the com-
plaints above mentioned; as an illustration, in Bt. Mary Magdalen
district, the deaths registered were four, one from natural decay,
aged 76 years; two from consumption, aged respectively 36 and
49 years, and the other a child, aged one year, from whooping
cough. The births in the week were 41. For the week ending
February 20th, the deaths are 27, the average for the last decennial
period being 24-3; and the births are 49. Affections of the chest
again predominate, no less than 17 deaths having arisen from these
causes. A sheemaker, aged 42, died from cancer of the tongue.
Your Inspector has directed my attention to the condition of the
houses in Cottage Place, Long Lane, which are neglected, dirty,
dilapidated, and in some respects, ruinous; the privies are in pro-
gress of demolition, doors, sides, and floorings being removed ;
drainage stopped, the pans full; while in consequence of the absence
of water-receptacles the water runs to waste, and from the choked
or imperfect drainage forms pools which gradually soak into and
saturate the surrounding earth. Prompt action is required here, as
the houses are tenanted, and the immediate neighbourhood is thickly
populated. 1 beg respectfully to present to the Board for its approval
some rules for the prevention of infectious diseases. I have en-
deavoured to simplify them as much as possible, so that they should
be clearly understood by even the meanest capacity,

Mareh 15th, 1858.

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,—1I have the satisfaction of reporting
this day some statistical facts in relation to the mortality of the parish
of Bermondsey as compared with other Metropolitan districts during
the year 1857. I have taken some pains with this subject, because I
was anxious that the real circumstances should become known,
being convinced that thereby, a great and general misconception, in
relation to the unhealthiness of our locality, would be dispelled.

The term * Zymotic diseases,” is applied to those maladies which
are supposed, and indeed in some respects known to be preventible;
and the principal, most frequent, and most prevalent of these, are
small-pox, measles, scarlatina, whooping cough, diarrhcea, and
typhus fever. Now, as I have said on other occasions, typhus is
a form of disease which, of all others, can most frequently be ac-
counted for, and to which the above-mentioned maladies often
degenerate. If any one, conversant with the causes producing dis-
ease, were desirous of ascertaining the healthiness or unhealthiness
of a particular loeality, his first question would be, “ Are you
subject to typhus?’ I have, therefore selected this disease
as my principal test, by which to judge of the prevalence of pre-
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ventible diseases in Bermondsey, taking the mortality from typhus
]i;eaver, mEdtha Metropolitan districts, so that a correct conclusion may
arrived at

1st.—OF THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT.
In Bermondsey the deaths from tj-phm wm, in the ]'mr 1857,

of the population - 1 in 1,925
ﬂhmtchureh and St Eaﬂuur's - - = e} o0 L11G
Btl G‘Eﬂ- - - - =i - l 2 11323

- - & . A T

beﬂfmcludm Brixton and Norwood - - 1, 1,614

a.lterml., Wmdawurth, Pntne;r, and Wl

% n 4

Rutharhtha - - 1, 1,780

Greenwich, Deptford, and Woolmnh the H
Conviet Prisons in some dagrue account for
rate of mortality 1, 80}
Plumstead, Eltham, Lea, Levmham, and Ejdenhu.m - 1, 1,201

Thus then, as regards the southern districts, we stand the first on
the list, that is, we have had fewer deaths from typhus fever
during 1857, than the suburban districts of Kennington, Norwood,
Wandsworth, Putney, and Streatham; or our neighbouring
parishes, St. George’'s, Newington, Lambeth, or Rotherhithe.

2nd.—IN THE EASTERN DISTRICT.
The proportion of deaths from typhus fever, were as follows :—

Shoreditch - - - - - - 1in 1,157
Hackney - s . - . Sy Ly T
*Whitechapel - - - - - - 1, 666
St. G s-in-the-East - - - = = 1, 1,000
Bow Poplar - - - - - -1, 813

The favourable position we occupy in relation to the Eastern
Districts, is too marked to require any comment.

3rd.—IN THE CENTRAL DISTRICT.

In 8t, Giles's and St. George's, ]E'.l|:n|:|1::|s]:ut|.1'jr - - 1lin 1,505
St. Anne's Soho -rge - - - = 1, 1,425
Holborn - - - - - - - 1, 2,119
Clerkenwell - - - - - = 1, 1,378
8t. Luke's - - - = - - 1, 1,601
East London - - 1, 1,387
‘West London (two Prisons, Euapltal a.nd Wurk]anfunu] - 1, 359
City of London (Proper) - 1, 3101

In this division it will be seen that Holborn, and the City of
- London, stand each in rather a better ition than Bermon

As regards the former, it may be remarked, that the calculation i is
made from the census of 1851, since them we have increased in
population, probably to the extent of about 10,000, while in Holborn,
the population has in all likelihood diminished from the destruc-
tion of many hahltahnns for the various local improvements. Of the
latter, the ““ City " proper, there are so few people who now sleep
in it at all, that any approach to the real resident population is
out of the question.

& Two Hospitals influence the proporiion here,






8t. Luke's -+ g : ; . Ty By
East London - - - - alllsd 48
Wﬂﬁ Iﬂndﬂn - - - - - - 1 1 23
Shoreditch - : : : e B i
Bethnal Green - - - - - = 1 . 48
wml - - - - - - 1 1 35
St. George's-in-the-East - - . -1, 8
Stepney - - - - - Ll % deelyg |
P - - - - ! 1 l 9 EB
City of London - ' - -~ = = 1, 64

Taking the average of these, the mortality in Middlesex is
about 1 in 41,

6th.—FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT.

They are for Rotherhithe - - TNGAE I L
Newington - - - - - = 15 4l
St. George's - - - - = 1 .. 43
Bermondsey - - P W

Thus it will be seen, that taking the entire population of the
metropolis, our deaths are below the average. Humanly speaking,
there can be no doubt that we are now reaping the fruits, not only
of present exertions, but also of the energetic efforts used in years
past for improving the sanitary condition of this parish.

The pernicious effects of impure water no longer tends to the
production of diarrheea, and of cholera; while that admirable Insti-
tution, the ‘“Baths and Washhouses,” conduces to the comfort,
cleanliness, and health of our inhabitants.®

1 believe also, that the closing of the mumerous burial places
within our district, has exercised a most beneficial effect.

However, speaking of burial grounds, brings me to a circumstance
demanding the earnest and especial attention of the Board.

The ground in Nelson Street, opposite to the model lodging houses,
as is well known, had been used for a long period of time as the
place for the burial of hospital patients.t I have, in a former report
alluded to this spot as affording an opportunity for procuring an
open space as garden, or playground to that very erowded locality.
I regret to find that anotice has been affixed by the hospital authori-
ties, to let this ground for a timber yard. It is not for me to speak
of the indecency of this proceeding; but as Officer of Health for the
district, I remonstrate against it. I believe this acre of ground would
become of great value to the district as an open space, laid down
in grass, if devoted to the public use; while on the contrary, if the
surface be disturbed, considerable danger of the outbreak of disease
will be incurred by the surrounding dense population.

It is unsatisfactory that no effectual steps have yet been taken
with regard to the vaults beneath Bethesda Chapel. As the warm
weather is approaching, I respectfully urge upon the Vestry a
remonstrance to the Secretary of State on the subject.

P.8.—No death occurred from Small Pox in Bermondsey during
the whole of the year 1857; a most satisfactory result of the general
adoption of Vaceination.

* In 1856, there were 93,502, and 1857, 97,242 bathers.
{ It is said to have been a burial place for nearly two centuries,
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April 5, 1858.

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,—The mortality in our parish for
the week ending March 13th, was 21, the average for the corre-
sponding week for the last 10 years, being 25-9; there is no death

istered from any zymotic disease, and the births for the week
are 58. In the week following—that terminating on the 20th ult.—
the deaths are 14; in the Leather Market district no adult died,
three children’s deaths only are registered, all under two years of
age, the births are 39 ; the average deaths for the week, during the
decennial period, has been 22-8. For the week ending March 27th,
the mortality has increased, being 29, which is beyond the average,
13 of these were from affections of the lungs and air passages, and
considering the extreme and sudden changes of temperature, this
result was to be feared and expected. On the night of the 21st the
thermometer registered as low as 21 degrees, while in the day it
marked as high as 72, a variation certain to affect children and the
aged with severity. I regret to report that the carcase of a cow
was seized by your Inspector on Thursday, in the slaughter-house of
Mr. Hellier, in Fashion Street, Dockhead. I testified to the Magis-
trate that the meat was diseased and unfitted for human food, T had
also the advantage of the testimony of Dr. Dickson who kindl
attended at the police court. The carcase was condemned, mg
under the supervision of your Inspector, destroyed. To the super-
vision exercised over the meat, and food of the district generally,
doubtless is owing, in some degree, our improved health.

April 19, 1858,

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,—I have the honour to report to
you that, in pursuance of your instructions, proceedings have been
taken against Mr. Hellier at Dockhead, in consequence of the
Inspector’s discovery of the carcase of a cow in a licensed slaughter-
house belonging to him, which was diseased and unfitted for human
food. I conceive it to be my duty to especially mention this
because it is ome which very materially affects the health of the
distriet, and to some extent, that of the metropolis at large, inasmuch
as there is a great principle involved. The defence in this case was
to the following effect,—That the carcase condemned was that of a
diseased cow, which had died at a neighbouring cow-keeper’s of a
lingering disease, and that it was sent to this slaughter-house to be
dressed, not for human food, but for the especial provender of dogs
and cats. Now I respectfully and earnestly urge upon the Vestry,
the propriety of adoping some resolution, by which it should become
Euhﬁcly known, that the Vestry will not henceforth sanction a
icence for any ‘‘slaughter-house™ where it is proved that diseased
animals are dressed as food for cats and dogs. The distinction ought
to be decidedly marked, and very strongly enforced. I am convinced
that results of considerable importance to the public would be
realized z the adoption of this course.

Be Chapel, as regards the conditions of the coffins, remains
in the same state. The building is dilapidated and in charge of
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the police. The health of that district is at present unsatisfactory.
The period allowed by the notice in the Gazette, dated February 3rd,
has long since expired; and I trust that the precautions there and
then advised will be carried out, viz.—

1st. That all coffins in the said vaults, for which there is space,
be buried in the ground under the chapel, and be separated from
each other by a layer of powdered charcoal.

9nd. That the remaining coffins be deposited on the floor of the
vaults, and be covered with a layer of charcoal and of conerete.

3rd. That a proper plaister ceiling be made, and that it include
the trap door by which the vaults are entered from the chapel.

4th. That the existing ventilating gratings be closed.

5th. That McDougal’'s powder be used for the protection of the
workmen.
delI am most anxious that these directions be carried out without

aye.

It::rr is with extreme regret that I bring before the Board, com-
plaints with reference to the water supply, more especially as relates
to Ship and Mermaid Court. The supply of water in this place has
lately been most inefficient. The water-closets at the end of this
place are choked up, and offensively disgusting in consequence of
the non-supply of water. The poor inhabitants complain bitterly
that they are entirely without the means of cleansing their houses,
bodies, or clothes. The owner informs me that he has informed the
turncock of this lamentable neglect, without any effect whatever.
Complaints of less urgeney have reached me from other parts of the
parish.

My attention has been directed to the condition of St. James's
Terrace, and Drummond Road, in the Blue Anchor Road, as well as
of Wolfe's Terrace ; in each of these places the drainage is most
miserably deficient, indeed I believe these districts are without any
means of drainage whatever, and in consequence, there are pools of
stagnant and offensive water mixed with corrupting and putrifying
animal and vegetable refuse, polluting the surrounding atmosphere,
and damaging the health of the district, which is daily increasing in
importance and population.

May 17, 1858.

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen. —With reference to the condition
of Mr. Cripps’s premises in Swan Mead, where the manufacture of
gize is carried on, I have to report as follows:—On the 4th instant
Mz, Cripps called upon me, and I then informed him of the necessity
for using every precaution on his part to carry on the business so as
not to be a nuisance to the neighbourhood, and injurious to the health
of the inhabitants. I explained to him that he could by care and
exertion diminish, to a great extent, the offensive effluvia so much
and so justly complained of. He promised me that no exertion on
his part should be wanting. On the 14th instant, I visited the
premises, and regret to state that they are in the highest degree
unsatisfactory. On the eastern side of the yard, was a heap of

scutch, giving off a vapour sickening and almost suffocating ; by its
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side, was a heap of black offensive matter, which appeared to be the
scrapings of the surface of the yard; behind these, and nearer the
timber yard, was an acﬂumnl?lh;on of stable mmurg;ththem Tim
semi-fluid s, stagnant, and very stinking, around these collec-
tions, Mr.mglﬁppa stated that i?ﬁs offensive liquid came from
the premises of Oastler and Palmer. I may mention that there is a
large sewer at this portion of the premises, covered very imperfectly
with wood. The scutch is piled upon this wood over the sewer.
The steam from the boiler at Messrs. Oastler and Palmer's, is at
times blown off' at this spot, and must of necessity escape into the
scutch, and so give rise to a volatile, pungent, and most offensive
emanation. There are, however, other causes of nuisance in this
place, which urgently require an effectval remedy; within a few
yards of the spot, but faintly described, is a boiler where the refuse
of the yard is simmered and boiled in an open copper, without the
slightest precaution for carrying off the.offensive vapour.

The general condition of the yard was filthy in the extreme.
There is no paving and no channels for earrying away discoloured
and offensive pools of water which seem natural to the place.

There were several tubs of stinking, semi-putrid, calves’ feet.

On leaving the place, my impressions with regard to it were of
that character, that I considered it would be my duty to advise the
Vestry to take the strongest measures for putting down this very
serious nuisance. I am the more confirmed in this impression by a
visit which I made yesterday. I went again because I judged it a
matter of importance to ascertain to what extent the nuisance
existed when there was no manufacturing process going on. I was
to some degree foiled, for there were several tubs filled with dark
fatty matter in a hot state, which had just been taken from the copper
before mentioned, and there were also other tubs filled with putrid
animal substances. But especially 1 ascertained that behind a shed
there was a large iron tank, partly filled with scutch, closely
covered with a wooden lid, through which an iron pipe entered for
the conveyance of steam, by the means of which the scutch is
to a high degree of heat, and with the addition of sulphuric acid,
the remaining fatty matter is extracted. I have no hesitation in
stating, that this is a process highly injurious to health, and ought
not to be permitted near to human habitations. I may add that
there was a rough contrivance by means of a wooden funnel or
trough to carry the foul vapour into the sewer ; of the two, probably
more objectionable than allowing it to dissipate in the atmosphere.

Ist. 1 advise that Mx. Cripps be required to discontinue, forth-
with, the process of the extraction of fat from scutch by the means
of sulphuric acid at a high temperature,

2nd. That the copper by the house should be covered, and that
the vapour should be passed through the fire, and into the chimney.

3rd. That the scutch be removed forthwith, as well as the manure,
and the heap of offensive yard refuse.

4th. That channels should be laid down, and where necessary the
yard paved.

E
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I consider it also advisable that more effectual covering should,
without delay, be applied to the sewer.

I turn with satisfaction to the condition of our principal manu-
factories which are now in the course of inspection. Almost with-
out exception there is evinced a laudable anxiety to adopt every
reasonable and practical suggestion for the remedy of evil, and the
prevention of nuisance. The following are the suggestions which
I have given, and in every instance cheerfully agreed to.

Ist. That in letting off the soaks, grains, or pures, or pumping
out the pits, at least an equal quantity of fresh water should be
let off, and that during the next three months the soaks should be
em;lnltieﬂ either before six in the morning or after eight o’clock at
night.

Eﬂncl. That the refuse of the yard should be removed frequently.

drd. That the soakings, drippings, and refuse about the yard
should be swept away every night, and in hot and dry weather well
sluiced with water.

I feel it necessary to say something with regard to the three
factories occupied by Messrs. Margetson, Dickson and Whiting, and
Messrs, Munday a.mg' Co., in Manning Street. There is here un-
doubtedly at times a very strong odour, and often a most unmistakable
and very objectionable stench. The firm of Margetson consider it
arises from the soaks of Messrs. Munday, the latter gentlemen
believe it emanates from the pits of Messrs. Margetson, and Messrs.
Dickson entertain a decided conviction that there is something wrong
about the sewers,

At the factory of Mr. Morris, there are also some pits in which
East India Kips have been soaked, which were offensive in the
highest degree. I was promised that mno recurrence of the like
should take place, and that my suggestions should be carried out.
I shall pay another visit shortly to this factory.

I wish to direct the attention of the Vestry to a spot which is
daily becoming more and more a nuisance; it is an angular piece of
vacant ground belonging I am told to the parish, in London Street,
it is used as an urinal and for other purposes, and being unpaved
has become very offensive. Animal and vegetable refuse are also
deposited there.

I must not omit to mention that complaints have been made to
me of a deficient and most inadequate water supply, by Messrs.
I. and M. Sharp, Messrs. Munday and Co., and Messrs. Dickson
and Whiting, 1 need scarcely mention how very materially this
obstructs the necessary samitary precautions in these important
factories, in the very centre of the parish.

I regret to state that we have been suffering rather severely from
the effects of measles, and especially from whooping cough; some
isolated cases of fever have combined to increase our mortality
somewliat beyond the average. For the week ending April 4th the
deaths were 32, the the average being 28. For the week following
they are 37, the average being 21. The week terminating April 17th
they are 24, the average being 23. For the next week they are at
the high figure of 41; this number is, however, made up by nine
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inquests, which occurred during the quarter, the average being 22.
In the following week the deaths are 29, the average being 22, and in
the week ending May 8th, they are 28, being six above the average,
In these weeks of increased ?ermﬁ:utm 27 deaths murmdl frog
measles, and the same num m whooping t is to
regretted that the working and poorer classes, as a rule, neglect to
apply for medical assistance in the early stages of these two diseases;
it results, that when they appear in a severe form, such as lately
they have done, danger arises before it is the least expected, and
when it is too late to remedy. The St. James's district has suffered
most severely, and I cannot but draw the attention of the Vestry to
the daily aggravation of the evil we suffer, from the effluvia arisi
from the sewers. I had looked forward for a remedy in the
pumping station, which the Metropolitan Board, some considerable
time since, decided upon. I trust that its completion is not far
distant, as I am at a loss for words to express how urgent the
necessity there is for it.

I regret to state that, owing to legal difficulties, the very serious

nuisance beneath Bethesda Chapel remains as heretofore. I have
had two long attendances at the police court on this subject. The
magistrate has adjourned his decision. Mrs. Higham has com-
plained to me again that she can get no supply of water to her
property in Pleasant Place, Dockhead, and that sickness and fever
prevail in this spof. T have, on former occasions represented this
case, and I consider it highly reprehensible that a remedy for the
complaints of inadequate water supply has not been provided.

uf: question of adequate or inadequate watera:}p is one, to
us, of primary . With sufficient supply 18 necessary
element of health and of life itself, I do not fear for the samitary
condition of our district; without it, as our requirements are large,
I consider that at all times we are in imminent danger of the out-
break of disease with its attendant consequences of much human
misery and suffering, which might be prevented.

June 7 1858.

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,—In the week ending May 15th,
the mortality of the parish still remained considerably above the
average, owing to the deaths from measles and whooping cough, of
the former disease six deaths occurred, three in St. James's, two in
St. Mary Magdalen, and one in the Leather Market districts; three
died from whooping cough, and two from scarlatina; the total deaths
were 30, the average being 20. For the following week the deaths
were 22, still somewhat above the average, which is 189; five
htl;s&ommeasleaalmmwmﬂﬂﬂsweek,twainﬂt.hmes’s,
one in St. Mary Magdalen, and two in the Leather Market; in this
district there is one death registered from diarrheea, which
to have arisen from improper food given to an illegitimate child
11 weeks old. Thaweekending}{nyﬂﬂthahownnwrymﬁz:&cﬂ
provement, the mortality being but 13, although there are sti
thmdeathsﬁ'ommmsles,twuinthelmtharl[ﬂrkst,mdmin
8t. James's districts. The average of this period is 19.
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In my report to the Vestry, dated March 15th, I was anxious to
show that the mortality in our parish from preventible diseases was
below the average, and that the deaths from all causes, stood
favourably with regard to the metropolis at large. There are still
some facts and figures with regard to this very important and inter-
esting question, to which I will now advert. ,

The births in Bermondsey in 1857 were 2,123, of these 1,116
were boys, and 1,007 girls, giving a majority to the Bermondsey
boys of 109. The total deaths were 1,113, thus there were more
boys born mthme, than the combined deaths, In January 227
were born, 1 number; and in June 143, the lowest. The
highest number of deaths are registered also in January, viz., 132;
but of these 23 were over 70 years of- age. The lowest number of
deaths in any month was 68 in September, and in the third week of
this month six deaths only occurred, the fewest onrecord. The month
of May seems to have been most favourable for those persons num-
bering three score and ten years and upwards, for only two are
registered for the whole month, these were in the first week; in the
three latter weeks none died. Altogether during the year 111 aged
persons above 70 died, there is a journeyman tanner of 80, a
ourneyman felmonger of 79, and a leather-dresser of 75, in the list.

are no less than 460 deaths of children under two years of
age. The most fatal month for these cases was August, when 53
died; the most favourable, June and September, when 28 died in
each month. This amount of mortality represents carelessness,
neglect, ignorance, and cruelty to a great extent. Of the 1,113
deaths--408 were in St. James's District; 382 were in St. Mary
Magdalen district; and 308 were in the Leather Market district.

There are, as hitherto, frequent complaints of inefficient water
supply, especially during the last week, in Willow Walk, in Black
Swan Yard, und in Pleasant Place.

From a return by your Inspector of Nuisances, there have been
798 nuisances removed and remedied during the year, and there are
86 cases in which the notices have not been complied with.

On the 6th instant T visited the ground opposite the model lodg-
ing houses in Nelson Square, now in the oeeupation of Messrs. Cole-
man, timber merchants, and formerly the burial-place for St. Thomas’s
and Guy's Hospitals. In or near the centre of the ground, there
has been a considerable excavation, as to extent, and about six
feet in depth. It is said that no interments have taken place at
this spot for upwards of thirty years. I am informed that some
coffins were exposed at the sides in consequence of the ground fall-
ing in, and some human remains disinterred. The cavity is now
bricked round for the purposes of a saw-pit. A brick building,
intended for a stable, is in course of erection, there is a hole adjoin-
ing for a dung-pit, into which the drainage will soak. Here and
there, about the surface of the ground, human bones were scattered.
On the north-east side of the premises was a heap of earth, which
had been removed from the excavation, there were a few human
bones, but the earth had not the appearance of being saturated with
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animal matter. I did not notice any offensive odour, but I am
informed that during the progress of the disturbance of the ground—
which has lately taken place, very offensive smells have arisen.
As yet, however, no mischief, that I app aware of, has been caused
to the neighbouring inhabitants. Still it is a question of certainty,
that the disturbance of the soil and surface of a burial-place, is
always attended with very considerable risk, and although at times
practised with apparent impunity, is at other times productive of
very lamentable consequences. Under the circumstances of the
case, the Messrs. Coleman appear anxious to adopt every reasonable
precaution.

As regards Bethesda Chapel, I regret to state that, after an
adjournment, and very considerable delay, the magistrate—by whom
the case was heard, has declined to interfere on the ground of non-
Jurisdiction. I felt so anxious, and so desirous to get rid of this
oft-mentioned nuisance, which has been before your Board now since
December, that I waited on the Secretary of the Burial Board,
wishing to see Mr. Grainger, the Inspector, so that no further dan-
gerous delay should accrue. I wasreferred to the Secretary of State’s
Office where, being requested to make my representation in writing,
I did so.

I have again inspected Messrs. Cripps's factory, and find that some
progress has been made in carrying out the orders of the Vestry.
A portion of the yard is now paved, and the scutch, dung, and
refuse removed. 1 am however, of opinion that scutch is, at times,
boiled on these premises, as I found f.ga copper used for the purpose,
about half filled with this putrid organic matter; as this is a process
so offensive, the effluvia from it, extending to a considerable area,
i&nd is :ﬁ: mjurious to health, that I very strongly urge upon the

estry the propriety of taking more stringent ings against
Mr. Cripps, Eh{?llld evidence of the fact ﬁm g

The pits and nuisance complained of at Mr. Morris’s, Dockhead,
have been remedied.

Pursuant to the request of the V on a former occasion, I now
lay before you for approval, a hand-bill, with rules for the preserva-
tion of health, and the prevention of disease.

I have the honour to remain,
Your obedient Servant,
JOHN 'CHALLICE, M.D.

Printed by Averep Boor, 10 and 18, Dockhead, Southwark, S.E.






