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ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE
MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH, PLUMSTEAD,

YEAR, JAN.-DEC. 1894.

To the Plumstead Vestry.
GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to present to you my fourth annnal
report on the health of Plumstead, embracing the year 1894.

A.—Vital Statislics.

PorULATION.

1. Tf the population had increased since the census at the
same rate as belween 1881 and 1891, it would have been nearly
61,000 in the middle of last year. There are good reasons for
thinking, however, that the increase has been less. Work has
been slack in the Arsenal in the past three years, there has
been much less building, and the birth-rate has diminished.
Accordingly I estimate the population of last year to be only
59,233, according to the method adopted in the office of the
Registrar General for statistical purposes.

2. For the purposes of the Equalization of Rates Bill, the
Registrar General has also calculated a population to April 6th,
1894, on the assumption that the number of persons to a house
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remained the same as at the census. The population thus esti-
mated on the number of inhabited houses is only 56,810. This
fignre, however, is not intended and cannot properly be used for
statistical purposes, (1) becanse it is not caleulated to the middle
of the year, and (2) because it rests on an improbable assumption.
I have, however, calculated the death-rate and birth-rate on this
population by the wish of the Public Health Committee and
have placed them in Table L. along with the rates which I think
are the more correct. I estimate the population of West
Plumstead for last year to be 17,433 and of East Plumstead
41,800,

3. In my last report I gave a table shewing the numbers
living in Plumstead at various groups of ages. From this table
I calenlated the following to shew hcw the age distribution in
Plumstead compares with that in England and Wales.

Numbers living at different ages per 1000 of total population :—

g ealslalses|s |zt
270 Dl =l M= e B ol e B e
Plumstead | 147 125 106/ 88 | 81 | 166/ 115 82 | 49 | 27 | 10
England and
Wales ..| 136 120| 107 97 | 89 | 147 113E 86 | 69| 83 | 13

This table is to be read thus: out of each thousand of the
population there are under 5 years 136 in England and Wales,
147 in Plumstead ; between 25 and 335, 147 in England and
Wales, 166 in Plumstead, and so on. We see from it that the
age distribution in Plamstead does not vary much from that of
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England and Wales, the principal differences being that
Plumstead contains a greater number of young children and
people from 25 to 35, and a smaller number at the ages 15-25,
and over 55.

BirTHS.

4. The birth-rate 322 was the lowest since 18835, though
only slightly lower than last year (see Tables I and VI.). This
decrease in the birth-rate is not confined to Plumstead, but
thronghout the country there has been of late years a continuous
steady diminution of births in proportion to population. In
spite of this low birth-rate, the death-rate was also so low that
the natural increase of population (i.e., the excess of births over
deaths) was 1174, the highest yet recorded.

The birth-rate was 33'8 in Bast Plumstead but only 282 in
West Plumstead.

Dearns.

5. The death-rate (see Table I.) was only 124 which is the
lowest rate since 1884, if not the lowest yet recorded. The
death-rate has only once before been below 150 in the last ten
years. This was in 1888, when it was 149,

6. Probably various causes contributed to this low death-
rate. Compared with last year there was a diminution of deaths
from all the principal Zymotic diseases except Whooping Cough.
There were also fewer deaths from Influenza, Phthisis,
Bronchitis, and Pneumonia.
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7. The following table shews the effect of Influenza on the
death-rate in recent years:—

1889(1890/1891/1892/1893/1894

Deaths from Influenza . ih oof O 9| 44| 27|85 7
i Bronchitis and Pneumonia ..[ 93 136 (207 |176 |204 |124

= Phthisis ., ‘e ‘s .- 69 | 95 |114 100 111 | 70
Total .o ‘e ..|162 240 (365 |303 |350 |201

Total deaths—all causes (corrected) .. +.|769 923 (920 849 [994 (736

We see from this table that the deaths from Bronchitis and
Pneumcnia and also those from Phthisis have increased and
diminished with the deaths from Influenza, and concluding that
the increase was due to Influenza, it would appear that last
year was the first since 1889 that the death-rate has not been
greatly swelled by Influenza, directly or indirectly.

8. The death-rate in East Plumstead was 12:6, but in West
Plumstead it was only 11°3.

9. Comparing the four quarters of the year (see Table II.)
the first or winter quarter had far the highest mortality, nearly
half the deaths from Bronchitis and Pneumonia occurring in
that quarter.

INFANT MORTALITY.

10. Tke Infantile death-rate, 7.e., the namber of deaths under
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1 year to 1000 births, was only 94, lower than in any year since
1884 (see Tables I. and VI.).

This low rate was doubtless largely due to the wet summer,
therebeing always less Diarrhoea when the summer is rainy.

11. The Infantile death-rate in East Plumstead was 100,
but in West Plumstead only 77.

Ziymoric DEATH-RATE.

12. The Zymotic death-rate was 206, as compared with
248 and 3'71 in the two preceding years (see Tables I. and II.)

UxcerriFiep DEATHS.

13. There were 27 deaths which were not certified either by
a medical practitioner, nor by a coroner after inquest. These
give a percentage of 3'6 of lotal deaths which is higher than in
the three preceding years, and much higher than in London as a
whole. I am unable to explain why the proportion of uncertified
deaths should be so high in Plumstead. They are usually cases
in which there has been no medical attendance and the coroner
does not think it necessary to hold an inquest ; 11 were under
9 and 16 over § years of age. In my last report I commented.
on the desirability of having these cases enquired into by a
specially appointed medical man. I believe that a plan is now
under consideration by the County Council which will provide
for this, by appointing a medical investigator under the coroner
in each district.

InquEesTs.

14. There were 35 Inquests compared with 45 last year: 14

of these were on children under 5 and 21 on persons over 5.

19 were the result of accident or violence, the remainder from
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“natural canses.”” There were no murders, but four suicides.
Three deaths resulted from alcoholism. Three children were
suffocated in bed with their parents, and one in its mother’s
arms, after improper feeding. The mother in this case was
told by the coroner that she had narrowly escaped being com-
mitted for manslaughter. One death resulted from burns by
upsetting a paraffin lamp, and one from dropping a lighted
match.

Though aleohol was only given as the direct canse of death
in three cases it was probably the indirect cause in the majority
of the deaths from violence.

Parnisis,

15. The corrected number of deaths from Phthisis was 70,
giving a death-rate of 11 per 1000 compared with 1'4 and 1-2 in
the two preceding years. The lowest rate on record for England
and Wales is 1'4 in 1892. In the same year the rate for London
was 1'8. As has been pointed out by the Medical Officer of
Health for Woolwich the death-rate from Phthisis is a very good
index of the Sanitary condition of a community, and the low
rate in Plumstead is therefore very satisfactory. As I pointed
out last year Phthisis is more prevalent in West Plumstead than
in East.

MeasLes axp Waoorisg CougH.

16. Whooping Cough was fatal in the first quarter of the
year, causing 22 deaths, and 30 in the whole year. Measles
caused 20 deaths, 19 being in the last quarter of the year, and
mainly in December. There is little doubt that the mortality of
this disease might be greatly lessened if it was regarded more
seriously and its dangerousness better known. By direction of
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the Vestry I have since the close of the year written and had
distributed at all houses a card giving brief instructions as to
the necessity of carefully treating all cases of measles, and
pointing out the fatality of the disease, and the necessity of
isolating the patients. Owing, however, to the infection being
usually communicated before the nature of the disease is
recognized it is not easy to prevent its spread, and I do not
think much will be gained by making it a notifiable disease.

DIARRH@EA,

17.  Diarrheea caused only 10 deaths, compared with 26 in
1893. This is the lowest number recorded since 1885. This low
figure is no doubt largely due to the wetness and low day
temperatures of the summer months, J uly, August, and Septem-
ber, but it is also satisfactory evidence of good sanitary
condition.

METEOROLOGY OF THE YEAR.

- 18. The average temperature at Greenwich of the first three
months was 41° ‘4, or 2° '5 above the average of 53 years, and
the weather was on the whole mild and genial. The rainfall
was slightly above and the amount of sunshine 8 per cent. above
the average. In the spring (April-June) the average tempera-
ture was 1°-0 above the average, but the amount of sunshine
was below the average, although the rainfall was also below.
In the summer months (July-September) the temperature was
1° 2 below the average, and the amount of sunshine was 10 per
cent. below the average. The weather was dam p and cloudy on
the whole, though the amount of rain measured was below the
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average. October to December were mild and wet, the tempera-
ture and rainfall being above the average, the sunshine below.

It was thus on the whole a year without extremes of heat
or cold—a mild winter and wet summer, conditions always
favourable to a low death-rate.

PLUMSTEAD COMPARED WITH LoNDON AND 33 LARGE TOWNS.

19. The birth-rate was 2'1 above London and 1'5 above the
average of the 33 towns.

The death-rate was only two-thirds that of London, and
lower than any of the large towns, Croydon coming nearest to
it with a rate of 13°2. The Zymotic death-rate was a little below
London and the average of the large towns, but 15 towns had a
lower rate. The Infantile death-rate was far below that of any
of the large towns, Croydon being the lowest with 123.

The rate of Uncectified deaths, however, was far higher in
Plomstead than in London and most of the towns: five only
had a higher rate, viz., Preston, Halifax, Birmingham, Hull, and
West Ham.

(For comparison with London see Table 1.)

Of the 43 Sanitary aveas of London, two only had a lower
death-rate than Plumstead, viz., Stoke Newington and Hamp.-

stead. Stoke Newington only had a lower Infantile death-rate
(see Table VIL.).
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B.—Infectious Diseases.
(See Tables II., IIL., and IV.)

1. A total of 713 notifications of infections disease were
received by me during the year, compared with 160, 790, and
886 in the three preceding years. 400 of these, or more than
half, were treated in the isolation Hospitals of the Asylums
Board. This shews a great advance in the ase of these Hospitals.
The increased willingness to let patients go to the Fever Hospi-
tal dates from the middle of 1893, when the Arsenal regulations
as to infectious disease pay were altered. But the effect did not
become visible till 1894, becanse in the latter half of 1893 the
Asylums Board Hospitals were crowded out. During the year
1894 more Hospital accommodation became available and there
was less prevalence of Scarlet Fever in London.

2. It is very satisfactory that a larger proportion of infections
cases should be treated in isolation Hospitals, and the desire of
the Arsenal authorities to co-operate with the local Sanitary
authorities is most praiseworthy. But there is nmo advantage
without its attendant disadvantage, and I have reason to think
that the gain in getting more ecases isolated in Hospital is partly
counterbalanced by the fact that the strictness of the mnew
regulations induces some parents to conceal the existence of in-
fections disease (umsually Scarlet Fever), in order to avoid the
alternative of losing the bread-winner's earnings or parting with
their child. During the year I discovered several cases of
Scarlet Fever which had not been notified, and had been attend-
ing school, and mixing with other children. The parents in
these cases had not called in a medical man and stated that they
thought they were cases of measles. Although I had reason to
think this statement was not correct, there was no clear evidence
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to the contrary and consequently no chance of .obta.ining a con-
viction before a magistrate, as the Public Health Act only
requires notification when the head of the family is aware of the
existence of infectious disease, and does not require him to take
any means to become aware, such as obtaining medical advice.

3. It is to be hoped that the Act will be improved in this
respect before long. The Health Committee did what was
possible under the circumstances ; on my suggestion th ey directed
me to write a notice of warning, threatening legal proceedings
against any one who was found to be concealing the existence of
infectious disease, or exposing any one suffering from such
disease. This was printed and 9000 copies distributed house to
house.

4. I have been in communication with the Director General
of Ordnance Factories on the above subject, and am at present
considering with the Medical Officers of the Arsenal the whole
question of the working of the Arsenal regulations as to infecti-
ous diseases with a view to encouraging the use of the Fever
Hospital without being too strict in making it obligatory. The
question is beset with difficulties, but I hope a via media may be
found.

SuaLrL Pox.

5. There were 22 cases of Small Pox compared with 2 and
51 cases in the two preceding years. 15 went to hospital and
2 died, 1 at home and 1 at hospital. Only one of the cases
notified was under 5 years of age.

6. I beg to refer to my last report (p. 6) as to the necessity
of re-vaccination,
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SCARLET FEVER.

7. There were 480 cases of Scarlet Fever notified, compared
with 61, 584, and 527 in the three preceding years. 331 or two-
thirds of these cases went to hospital, whereas last year only
one half went. 5 died at home and 16 in hospital, giving
mortalities of 3'3 and 4'8 per cent. respectively. This is a great
improvement on last year when 29 died altogether and the
mortality was 4 per cent. at home and 8 per cent. at hospital.

8. Abont one-third of the cases of Scarlet Fever were pupils
attending the Slade Board School. During the first half of the
year the ontbreak of the two last years appeared to be gradually
dying ouf, as it has done to a great extent in London as a
whole. But in June and July a number of cases occurred in
the Slade School, cansing quite an epidemic in the neighbour-
hood. This school had been very little affected in the two
preceding years, and therefore contained a large number of un-
protected children.

9. Apparvently the disease was spread in the school by mild
undetected cases, for my locum tenens, Dr. Priestley in my
absence, and I myself on my return discovered several cases
which had not been notified.

On Dr. Priestley’s advice and the Committee’s recommenda-
tion, the School Board closed the school on the 21st July until
the end of the summer holidays. On the reassembling of the
school I inspected every child in it, but found none with
symptoms of Scarlet Fever. The school had been, meantime,
thoronghly disinfected. The houses also where cases occurred
were disinfected throughout. There was no special incidence of
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the disease in this school after the holidays, but apparently this
local outbreak set the infection going again all over the parish,
for there has continued to be an undue prevalence up to the

present time. For age distribution, second attacks, &e., see
Table V.

DipaTRERIA AND MEmBRANOUS CROTP.

10. There were 118 cases of Diphtheria and Croup notified,
compared with 118 and 179 in the two preceding years. St.
Margaret's parish was most affected having a per centage of ‘36
cases ; the other parishes varied from °12 in St. John's, '19 in
All Saints' and St. James’, to ‘25 in St. Nicholas'. As with
Searlet Fever the Slade School was most affected, this school
being attended by children from the patient’s house in 25 cases
out of &8 in which some school was attended. This does nob
mean, however, that the patient attended this school in 25
cases ; on the other hand, it is very often the case that the first
patient in a house does not attend school at all.  In 24 cases of
Diphtheria out of 46, of which I have kept records, the patient
did not attend school and 22 of them were the first cases in the
house. Table V. gives the figures for the other schools; it Is
to be read thus :—in 11 cases of Diphtheria, children from the
same house as the patient attended Ancona Road School, in 6
cases Karl Street School, and so on.

The disease was most prevalent in the last quarter of the
year, when there were 49 cases, the numbers for the first three
quarters being 27, 28, and 14.

11. Table V. also shews that nearly half the cases were
under 5 years of age, and that in 9 cases only out of 118 was a
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second individual attacked in the same house. In six houses
there were three patients attacked.

12.  Out of the 118 cases of Diphtheria and Croup 39 went
to hospital. There were altogether 40 deaths, 26 being at home
and 14 at the hospital. This gives a death-rate of 32 per cent.
at home and 35 per cent. at hospital. In 1893 the death-rate
was 30 at home and 50 at hospital. It is satisfactory to note
the lower death-rate at hospital. Tt may be confidently hoped
that when the new remedy for Diphtheria—Antitoxin—comes
to be generally used, the death-rate may be much reduced. The
Asylums Board have earned the gratitude of the public by the
enlightened way in which they have helped to introduce this in-
valuable remedy.

13. The following table shews the cases of Diphtheria and
deatbs for each quarter of the year :—

Cases, Deaths.
Treated .
Total. in Total. 5

Hospital Hospital
1st Quarter .. 49 5 8 2
9nd .| 28 6 8 1
Srd " aa| 14 4 7 2
4th o s 49 22 17 9

14. The drains at 77 houses in which cases of Diphtheria
occurred were tested by the smoke machine and defects were
found at 38, or just ome half, In most cases these defects only
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shewed that sewer gas might escape into the yard or immediate
surroundings of the house, but in several it was found that the
smoke did (and therefore the sewer gas might) make its way
into the house, nnder the flooring.

EntEric FEVER.

15. There were 26 cases of Enteric Fever compared with 22
and 29 in the two preceding years. 13 went to hospital and 6
died. 16 houses in which cases occurred were examined by the
smoke machine and 8 were found to be defective. 17 out of 26
or two-thirds of the cases occurred in St. Nicholas’ sub-district.
The cases included L1 men, 5 women, and 10 children. One of
the men owned to drinking water from a canal in the Arsenal
used for engines. I snspect this was the source of the disease
in other cases. 10 of the cases occurred in three adjoining
streets, viz.: Mabyn Road, Gunning Street, and Reidhaven
Road. 5 were in houses situated on the same combined drain,
This drain became obstructed, and when taken up was found
very defective. One man, who died, worked at the Crossness
outfall.

Case or Excrisgs CHOLERA,

16. The other notifications of Infectious disease are shewn in
Table IV. The one case of Cholera was an old man who lived
at Abbey Wood. He died in October after three days’ illness.
I communicated with Dr. Klein, who had been appointed by the
Local Government Board to investigate the bacteriology of such
cases and obtained for him some of the intestinal contents. I
reported at the time that there was no reason for supposing it
to be other than a specially severe case of Diarrhcea in an
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alcoholic subject. Dr. Klein reports that he found no Cholera
bacilli.

ConsuLTATIONS FOR DIAGNOSIS,

17. In nine cases of suspected Infectious disease my opinion
was requested by other medieal practitioners, and I saw the
cases in consultation with them. In the majority I was able to
confirm the diaguosis of the medical attendant. The larger num-
ber were cases of Small Pox.

In addition to the above my assistance was called for by
the Medical Officer of the Cordwainers’ School, on the ocenr-
rence successively of three cases of Scarlet Fever among the
girls there. T advised as to diagnosis and examined all the
girls, one of whom was found to be in a suspicious condition as
to desquamation. After she was isolated no further cases
occurred. 1 also advised the governors to build an isolation
warc.,

C.—8Sanitary Work.
SEWERS.

1. During the year the new sewer, taking the drainage of
the low lying distriet, called Abbey Wood was compleled, and
is now working satisfactorily. It is great matter for congratula-
tion that the constantly recurring nuisance from the formerly
existing cesspools is thus abolished. These cesspools have been
all filled in. |

2. The nuisance from the cesspools on the Heathfield Estate
and in King’s Highway has continned unabated. Great com-
plaints were made in the summer as to the foul odours from the
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ditch and water course which flows down the Wickham Valley
and takes the overflow of these cesspools and others in Wickham
Lane. I frequently inspected these nuisances, and pressed on
the Vestry the need of constructing a new sewer. The Vestry
decided to do this and plans were prepared. Some delay
occurred in obtaining the sanction of the County Council, but
the work has now been advertized for contract, and will I hope
be completed before my next report.

3. Inspector Rance discovered, in testing with the smoke
machine, an obstructed double combined drain passing under a
house in Barth Road into the sewer which goes along Hartville
Road. I visited it with Inspector Duck and found the pipes
three parts full and the sewage almost stagnant. The sewer
was also found silted up, running half full with an almost im-
perceptible flow. The matter was referred to the Surveyor, who
filled up the combined drain under the house, and constructed a
new drain at the back of the houses opening into a sewer in
Benares Road. The sewer is frequently flushed with a water
cart.

Draix TEsTING.

4. Previous to 1894 the Vestry, and its predecessor, the
Board of Works, had employed no system of drain testing. The
Inspectors had occasionally used smoke rockets and tests, such
as Kemp's, for discovering the sonndness of traps, and a few
drains had been tested by a smoke machine, borrowed from the
Woolwich Local Board. In March of last year the Vestry on
my advice purchased an improved form of smoke machine, made
by Burns Brothers, which has been found to act in a very
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searching way and proved very uscfal in discovering defects in
drains under ground, as well as defective traps and pipes in
direct connection with drains above ground. It has been used
at all houses where cases of Diphtheria and Enteric Fever have
occurred, and at other houses where there has been special
reason to suspect defective drainage. About 130 drains (repre-
senting perhaps 500 or 600 hounses) were tested and about one
half were found defective. When the drains are near the sur-
face probably this test is sufficient, but for deeply laid drains the
water test should be used. The use of this has, however, not
yet been sanctioned by the Vestry.

5. The advance which I consider the most beneficial in the
Sanitary work of the year is the order which was made that all
new drains should be tested by the smoke machine before being
passed by the Surveyor. The necessity of testing new drains
bad been pointed out by me to the Board of Works at frequent
intervals since I have been Medical Officer, but not until the
advent to power of the Vestry were my recommendations
attended to.

6. I also reported as to the necessity of the County Council
bye-laws with respect to the drainage and water closets of new
houses being enforced by the Surveyor's department. I believe
this is now more effectively done. 1t formerly frequently
happened that the Sanitary Inspectors discovered defects in
drainage, and faulty arrangements (such as long hoppers withont

flushing rims) in water closets, which had been recently passed
by the old Board.

Table IX. shews that a much larger number of defective
drains and water closets are found in East Plumstead than in
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West. This shews the bad work executed in recently built
houses, and the consequent need for thorough inspection.

Taeg CEURCHYARD.

2 The overcrowded condition of the Churchyard again
occupied the attention of the Vestry and myself at the beginning
of the year. By request of the Health Committee I visited the
Churchyard with the Chief Sanitary Inspec.or. We discovered
breaches of the regulations in three newly opened graves. I
also paid a visit to Dr. Hoffmann, the Inspector of Burial
Places at the Home Office, and laid before him the evidences of
the regulations being persistently broken, and made certain
suggestions. Dr. Hoffmann though convinced that the regula-
tions were not kept, did not see any way to doing more than he
had already done. The Clerk (Mr. Whale) also gave the opinion
that the Board could not take summary proceedings in & Police
Court for breach of the regnlations. Under these circumstances
the Board did all that could be done, viz.: they made strong
representations to the Home Office on the subject, but no action
has yet been taken. The County Council also took up the sub-
ject and Dr. Young one of their Medical Officers inspected the
Churchyard with me.

During the year notices of 318 interments were received
by the Chief Inspector.

BAEKEHOUSES.

8. T made the usual half-yearly inspections of the bakehouses
and am able to report that there is a general improvement in
their condition as regards lighting, cleansing, &e. In many of
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the old cellar bakehouses there is still much room for improve-
ment, but this cannot be expected as long as they are allowed to
be occupied without certification. I did not find serious sanitary
defects in any.

Dosr CoOLLECTION.

9. There is now a weekly collection of house refuse all over
the parish, provided the dust is brought outside the house by
the ocenpier. When this is not done the collection is for the most
part ieft for at least a fortnight. There is as yet no uniformity
in the dust receptacles, but pails according to the County Council
bye-laws are becoming commoner, and their provision enforced
by the Inspectors wherever no proper dust bin exists, which is
found to be the case in the majority of the houses inspected.
There is a daily collection in Plumstead Road and High Street.
It is very desirable that the collection should be at least weekly
in all cases, and should not depend on the occupiers bringing the
dust out.

Dust DEerosiTs.

10. I have frequently inspected and reported on deposits of
offensive refuse within the prohibited distance (300 yards) of
houses, of which the chief were Timbercroft Lane, Roydene
Road, and Hargor Road. I have advised the Vestry that these
deposits are both temporarily and permanently injurious to
health when they are in the neighbourhood of houses already
existing, or on ground soon to be built on, and that covering
several feet of offensive matter with a few inches of non-offensive
earth does not remedy the evil. The Vestry has not, however,
been guided by my advice in this matter, and their attitude has



of

no doubt been strengthened by the action of the County Couneil
in allowing deposits on the Com:mon, and by certain recent
magisterial decisions on the subject.

Bye-Laws ror Housgs LET TO TWO OR MORE FAMILIES.

11. The Vestry soon after coming into power adopted un-
changed the Local Government Board Model bye-laws for
“ Houscs let in lodgings.” There has been, however, very con-
siderable unwillingness on the part of the Health Committee to
put them in force, and still more dislike on the part of landlords
to having their houses registered. 1 buve repeatedly pointed
out that the dislike to having houses registered is based on a
misapprehension, and Lave pointed io the experience of places
like Camberwell, where a large number of houses have been
vegistered without any opposition. So far only three houses have
been registered in Plumstead.

Houvusgs INSPECTED.

12. I have kept notes of 93 inspections of houses and premi-
ses, but besides these I have inspected a large number in the
course of paying medical visits, and of which I have not pre-
served notes. I found several houses in Thomas Street in a
very bad condition as to dirty walls and general dilapidations.
They were remedied. I have had frequently to inspect some
houses at the top of Palmerston Road on account of basements
so damp as to be unfit for habitation. The owner has done a
good deal to lessen the dampness. I also frequently inspected
some houses in Timbercroft Lane on account of dampness and
dilapidations. They have now been placed in a satisfactory con-
dition.
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13. In one of these houses a woman died suddenly, and a
suggestion was made that her death was accelerated by the
insanitary condition of the honse; an inguest was held and the
insanitary condition of the house gone into. I attended and
gave evidence shewing that the Vestry had in no way neglected
to use its powers in the matter.

14 In Llanover Road my attention was called at a meeting
of the Charity Organisation Society to a stable, the four rooms
over which were inhabited by three families, living in a very
neglected and insanitary condition. Notice was served for the
sanitary defects and application was made to have the house
registered, but the landlord turved the people out, and the
house i3 now unoccupied. I found in one of the rooms three
children living in a state of great mneglect; the Society for
Prevention of Cruelty to Children were informed and the father
prosecuted and imprisoned.

DisiNFEcTION IN PHTHISIS.

15. In the spring of last year I obtained the permission of
the Vestry to disinfect rooms which had been occupied by cases
of consumption, after either death or removal. I wrote to all
the local medical practitioners informing them of the willingness
of the Vestry to disinfect free of charge in such cases, but so
far only three applications have been received. Disinfectants
are also supplied gratis for use in spittoons, when application is
made.

Trae ArsgxanL DitcH,

16. This ditch continues to be a nuisacce between the in-
tervals when it is clenned out. The War Office is unwilling to
havs it filled in, which is the only permanent remedy.
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Porice Courr PROCEEDINGS.

17. There have been but very few, 13, prosecutions daring
the year under the Public Health Act. Last year the number
was 35. The Clerk to the Vestry, unlike the Clerk of the de-
funct Board of Works, makes a practice of writing to defaulters
after the expiration of the notice warning them that proceedings
will be taken if the work ordered is not executed forthwith
Thus a little more time is gained and the work is usnally com-
menced before a summons has been applied for. Whatever the
merits or demerits of this practice in other ways it certainly
reduces the number of Police Court proceedings.

18. Smart and Campbell. There was one case in which
two men, named Smart and Campbell, were summoned for im.-
properly repairing a drain in White Hart Lane. An obstraction
had been caused by driving a paling through a combined drain,
and when the drain had been partially cleared a large hLole in
one pipe was covered by laying over it a piece of slate. The
offence was admitted but a defence was made that the repair
was only meant to be temporary, and as less than one week had
expired since the work was done the magistrate refused to
convict. He stated however that it was a very serious offence
and that if there had been proof that the work was meant to be
permanent, he would bave inflicted the full penalty of £20. He
ordered the defendants to pay the costs.

19. Purches. A man named Purches was also summoned for
a similar offence committed in Coxwell Road. He had repaired
a drain by laying an old tea-tray over it. He made the same
defence as to the work not being intended to be permanent, but
the magistrate fined him £5 and costs.
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20. Itis much to be regretted that proceedings taken in the
Woolwich Police Court for the remedying of nuisances do not
obtain more publicity. The publicity which usually attends
legal proceedings has a most valuable eduncational effect and is
more deterrent than the fear of a fine. But it repeatedly happens
that important prosecutions like that of Smart and Campbell
and Puarches are hardly noticed in the local newspapers.

TinTs AND VANS.

21. In the beginning of last year there was an encampment
of gipsies in a field in Timbercroft Lane. This was frequently
visited by the Inspectors and I also inspected it myself. The
occupants of about half-a-dozen tents and vans were drinking
the water of a neighbouring pond and defiling the field with
accumulations of filth. A notice was served on the owner of
the field to remedy the nuisance and the gipsies as a result took
their departure. Seeing that it is seldom there are not some
tents and vans in the parish used for habitation it would be ad-
visable for the Vestry to use its powers and adopt some bye-laws
for their sanitary regulation.

OVERCROWDING.

22.  Fourteen cases of overcrowding were found, all of which
were abated, most of them without notices being served.

Hearrn REFUGE.

23. The Health Refuge was used on nine occasions by families
comprising about 20 people. In all cases Isaw the family before
they went to the refuge and satisfied myself that there was no
danger of infection by their removal pending the disinfection of
their premises.
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HousE T0O HOUSE INSPECTION.

24. Table IX. shews the tabulated work of the Sanitary
Inspectors during the year. The house to honse inspection has
continued but not so rapidly as in 1803, as more time has been
occupied in thoroughly examining the drainage of all houses in
which there was reason for suspecting anything amiss. Alto-
gether nearly 2000 houses were inspected house to house, at
which rate the whole parish would be re-inspected in five years.
The whole parish has already been inspected house to house
in the years 1892 and 1893, so that it is not necessary to re-
inspect the whole at the same rate, but rather to make frequent
inspection of those houses and streets which have been found to
require it. This is what is being done.

25. On the whole the sanitary work of the year will compare
favourably with that of preceding years; it was more thorough
and very much more has been done in improving drainage.
More damp walls have also been remedied.

MoORTJARY.

26. I visited the Mortuary on different occasions and found it
kept in a satisfactory condition. During the year a gas stove was
provided and other small improvements made. No steps have
yet been taken for providing a mortuary more adequate for the
size of the parish.

27. Various arrangements resulting from the separation of
Plumstead and the constituting of the Vestry as Sanitary
authority, have helped to facilitate the working of the sanitary
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department. Chief among these is the fact that all the meetings
are held and clerical work performed at the Vestry Offices ; then
the recommendations of the Health Committee only have to be
considered at one other meeting of the Sanitary Authority if at
all. The fact, too, that the Vestry Clerk can be seen every
morning 1n his office on the Vestry premises is a very great
convenience to the Sanitary officers.

28, In conclusion I have much pleasure in acknowledging
the unflagging and conscientions work of the Sanitary Staff,
and the kind co-operation of the other Officers of the Vestry.

I am, Gentlemen,

Your obedient Servant,

SIDNEY DAVIES.

March 31st, 1895.



TABY L

Summary of Statistics for 1894, compared with

Registration London.

Plumstead. | London.
Area . . .| 3,388 acres. | 77,410 ncres.
Iuhabitad huuae.ﬂ J uue, 189& il 9,329
Number of persons to a house 6-2
Population—Census, 1891 .. 52,436 4,221,452
Population estimated to the middje of
1894 in method adopted by Registrar
General (1) . | 59,283 4,349,166
Population estimated for Equa.]mat-lon
of Rates Bill (2) .. . . 56,810
Total deaths—corrected .. 736 77,039
Total births 1,910 130,552
Natural increase of pupulatmu e 1,174
Estimated increase .. o e Sy 2,160
Birth-rate - o e o u 822 30-1
Death-rate (1 23 s . 12-4 17:8
{EL s & 12-9
Zymnt.lc ‘death-rate 1} ; 2-06 2:7
9) 2:16
Deaths under 1 year to lﬂﬂl} 'l:.-lrt.hﬂ 04 143
(Infantile death-rate.)
Uncertified dsaths .. . 4 36 0-8
(Per cent. of total deaths. )
Deaths from violence oe 19
Inquest cases .. - . - 35
Death-rate, 1892 e "o o ve 152 203
- 1893 ot b o =k 175 21-3
" 1894 (1) .. 12:4 17:8
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TABLE IX.

Summary of Nuisances abated, Notices served, and General
Work of the Sanitary Department for 12 months, ended
31st December, 1894 :—

Inspections
and —~ o
Results. 285
a—ﬂ% Total.
West | East [2.5 3
PREMISES INSPECTED.
No. of houses inspected, House to house .. 1144 | 749 1893
" »n re-inspected after service of
notices .. .| 2048 | 1589 | 923 | 4560
" s houses and premises apecmll}r
inspected, re infectious diseases
and compla.mta o ..| 435 | 821 | 845 | 1601
T T new bulldlngs re certificates .. — — 163 163
,, »»  Where drains have been tested
by smoke test T ..| 02 74 23 | 149
NUISANCES ABATED—
Draixs,
Waste pipes from baths, lavatories, and
wash-house sinks, repaired or discon-
nected from drains .. A S 17 12 40
Choked and defective drains remedied ..] 201 | 305 | 102 | 608
Defective traps abolished . 24 49 19 92
Defective and unventilated soil p:paa remedied| 15 18 12 45
Stables drained .. of — 1 — 1 5
Combined drains taken up ‘and relaid —_ | — 24 24
No. of houses re-drained by combined drains | — | — 161 | 161
W.C,'s
W.C.’s repaired, new traps or pans provided,
fittings repaired . e | B8] 917 23 | 298
Water supply apparatus repaired .. .| 287 | 193 43 | 473
PREMISES.
Interiors cleansed, repaired, and defective
roofs repaired Lot o3 ..{ 167 | 256 33 | 446
Damp walls remedied ‘e § 40 56 10 | 106
Paving in yards and wash-houses repmr&d | 129 | 108 19 | 256
Through ventilation provided : ; 6 14 2 22
Wash-houses without sinks and outlets for
waste water .. s 23 36| — 59
Defective guttering and rain n water plpﬂﬂ .| 124 83 | 15 222
Dustbins supplied . . .| 134 | — — 134






