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Board of Works for the Plumstead District.

Cenrrar Orrices:—THE VILLAGE, OLD CHARLTON.
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LIST OF MEMBERS.

Note.—The Names of Members printed in italics have retired or resigned.

. CHARLTON.
Barwell, General, W. B. ..| 33, Victoria Road, Retired June, 15893
Charlton
Harper, J. .. ..| 14, Warwick Terrace, Retires June, 1894
| Plumstead
Mann, Major F. G. ..| Hope Villa, Maryon do.
| Road, Charlton.
Simms, W. = ..| Old Charlton .. £ do.
North-Wates, J. ..| Wellington Road, Old Retires June, 1895
| Charlton
Newsom, J, 24 ..| 43, Maryon Road, do.
Charlton
Nichols, F. G. .. .. 444, Woolwich Road, do.
Charlton
Burnett, A. ¥ ..| Old Charlton .. .| Retires June, 1396
Greenep, F. M. .. ..| 11, Victoria Road, do.
Charlton
Rateliff, R.C. .. ..| 0ld Charlton 7 do.
ELTHADM.,
Bayley, M... s ..| Middle Park Farm, Retires June, 1894
Eltham
Couchman, J. G. .. .. Bouthwood House, Retires June, 1895
Eltham Road, Lee
Neats, W. .. e .+| * The Hollies,” Eltham do.
. Road, Lee
Bmith, J, J., J.P... ..| Bouthwoond House Retires June, 1896
Southwood Road, Eltham
Alexander, H. A... ..! North Park, Eltham .. do.






LIST OF MEMBERS—Continued.

PLUMSTEAD.
Blandjford, M. ok ..| Shaftesbury Villa, Wrot- | Deceased, Nov. 1893
tesley Road, Plumstead
Turton, I. .. . .. 262, Burrage Road, Retires, June 1894
Plumstead
Driver, H. F.. .. ..| Blendon Terrace, do.
Plumstead Common
White, R. E. i ..| 8herwood House, Upper do.
Whitworth Iid, Plumstead
Griffiths, J. ‘s .. la, Bloomfield Road, do.
Plumstead
Charman, W. J. .. ..| 84, Plumstead Road, do.
Plumstead
Taylor, J. T. i ..| 88, Pattison Road, do.
Plumstead
Thucder, W. - ..| 257, Eglinton Road, do.
Plumstead
Jelly, G. T. i ..| 250, Burrage Road, Retires, June 1895
Plumstead
Hughes, Col. E., M.P. ..| “Qaklands,” Plumstead do.
Common
Farrier, J. .. - ..| 80, Burrage Road, do.
Plumstead
Lawson, J, - ..| ** Eltonbury.” Wrottes- do.
lev Road, Plumstead
Oliver, T. C. o ..| 53, Plumstead Road, do.
Plumstead
Hutton, A. . ..| Horsley House, Chestnut do.
Road, Plumstead
Jolly, J. R., | 3% ..| ¥ The Oaks,” Burrage " do.
: Road, Plumstead
Kelham, G. o ..| 225, Burrage Road, do.
Plumstead
Hughes, T. .o ..| 198, Burrage Hoad, Retires, June 1806
Plumstead
Bull, J. H. e ..| Tamar Villa, Wrottesley do.
Road, Plumstead
Pringle, P. s .-| Tay Mount, Wrottesley do.
Road, Plumstead
Richardson, Col. A. ..| 199, Burrage Road, do.
Plumstead
Eimber, E. i ..| 1, Alpine Villas, Brent do.
Road, Plumstead
Kemp, W. .. i ..| 77, Frederick Place, do.
Plumstead
Smith, R. T. o ..| 246, Burrage Road, do.
Plumstead
Webhb, Geo. 44 ..| The Bower, Park Road, do.
Plumstead



















THE BOARD OF WORKS

FOR THE

0 2t D e 3 el 0

(Formerly the Plumstead District.)

REPORT, [1893-4.

I. Pursuant to the 198th Section of the Metropolis
Management Act, 1855, the following is the Report of the
proceedings of the Board in the execution of that Act and
the statutes amending the same, and of the works commen-
ced and completed respectively in the year ended 25th
March, 1894, and the works remaining in progress at the
termination of such year, and also of any proceedings taken
by the Board in such year for the removal of nuisances or
the improvement of the Sanitary condition of the District.
Some of such works and proceedings are shown in detail in the
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reports of the Surveyors and Sanitary Inspectors and other
Officers following, There are also annexed hereto copies
of the Annual Reports of the Medical Officers of Health,
and other tabular statements, including a report (Table A,
page 18), showing Population, Number of Houses and
Rateable Value in respect of each Parish in the District as
compared with last vear and with the whole Metropolis.
The result of the election of the County Council (March,
1892) is also shown (page 17).

2. The annual report of the Public Analyst for this
District is also published herewith.

3. Particulars of prosecutions by the Board for offences
are also given in a separate report.

4. The Acts of Parliament under which this Board
exercises its various powers in this District of the Metropo-
lis, are chiefly as follows :—

Tae MEzeTtroPOoLIS MANAGEMENT ACTS.

D. The Metropolis Management Aet, 1855, 18 and 19
Vie., Cap. 120, is the Act under which the Board was
originally constituted and the District defined. The
District, then called Plumstead District, included the
following parishes, viz. :—Charlton, Eltham, Kibrook, Lee
and Plumstead. The Vestries of these Parishes
(Plumstead now excepted—see below) elect members
to the Board, the vestries being themselves chosen by
the rate-payers. The auvnual election of members to the
Board by the Vestries tukes place in each Parish on the
first Wednesday in the month of June. One third of
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the members go out of office annually ; all the members go
out of office on the first Wednesday in June in the third
year from their election. The number of members for each
Parish is set out in the tabular form at the foot of this report.
The members of the Board were hitherto persons rated
or assessed to the relief of the poor in the Parish in which
they are elected, npon a rateable value of £40, excepting
in the Parishes in which the number of poor rate assess-
ments at £40 or upwards does not exceed one-sixth of the
whole number of such assessments, in which case the
rateable value constituting a qualification was reduced to £25.
This lower qualification applied of late years in the Parishes
of Plumstead and Charlton. The Local Government Act,
1894, (see special report p. 21) alters the qualification.

6. The principal duties of this District Board under this
Act, and the Metropolis Management Amendment Acts,
1862-90, consist in the construction, repair, and cleansing
of sewers (except main sewers, which are now vested in the
London County Council), the supervision of house drainage,
and the execution of the office of Surveyor of Highways,
which empowers the Board to repair, pave, light, improve:
water, and maintain public ways, and to prevent obstruc-
tion there. Paving works and sewers in new streets can
also be counstructed by the Board at the cost of the owners
and occupiers. Much work of this kind has recently been
executed. Under these Acts temporary repairs can now be
executed by the Board in new streets, and this has been
done in several cases. These Acts also empower the Board
to proceed against persons building beyond the general
line.
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7. The expenditure of the Board, under these and other
Acts hereinafter mentioned, and the contributions of the
District to the expenditure of the London School Board,
are met by precepts issned by the Board to the Overseers
of the various Parishes above mentioned in the District in
proportion to the rateable wvalue of property in such
Parishes. The rateable value appears from the table set
out at the end of this report. The accovnts of the Board
have to be andited annuaily by three unpaid auditors chosen
by the Board in April, from amongst the Vestry Auditors
of the District.

Pusric Hearre (Loxpoxw) Acr, 1891.

8. This Act came into operation on the lst of January,
1892. It is a most important Act and repeals many of the
existing provisions of the Metropolis Management and other
Acts, and also repeals the Nuisance Removal Act, 1855, and
some sections of the later Sanitary Acts and makes new and
in some respects different provisions in substitution of the
Acts repealed, and also makes additional provisions with
regard to Public Health in the County of London. The
Act constitutes this Board the ‘° Sanitary Authority” for
the District. New provisions are introduced as to the
appointment or re-appointment of Medical Officers of Health
and Sanitary Inspectors, and as to Polluted Wells, Mortua-
ries and other matters. Dauties are imposed upon the
Board as a Samtary Authority to properly cleanse and
sweep Streets, including the footways, and to collect street
refuse. All Owners and Occupiers are now exempt from
obligation to sweep and cleanse footways. This Act is now



15

in  operation, and prosecutions under it have been
numerons, The Board has passed and the Local Govern-
ment Board has approved the necessary bye-laws under this
Act.

Foop axp Druas Acrts.

9. Under the Sale of Food and Drugs Acts, 1875-9, (38
and 39 Vie., c. 63, and 42 and 43 Viec., c. 30), the Board
appoints Inspectors, who obtain samples of food and drugs,
which are analysed by the Public Analyst appointed by the
Board. The vendors of adulterated articles are prosecuted.

10. There 1s still a continuing increase in population,
houses and streets, and consequently also in the paving and
other works, in nuisance cases, and generally in the work
and duties of the Board’s officers. The report of Police
Court proceedings annexed gives particulars of sum-
monses issued.  The rateable value of the Plumstead
district according to the Valuation List which will come
into force on the 6th April next, is £462,519. The
annexed Table “ A” gives some other figures showing
the growth of the district.

11. The Housing of the Working Class Act, 1890, has
been very much used in other and more crowded districts,
but the houses here are comparatively new, and are not so
closely built. The health of the district stands high, and
the Board after enquiry has not found it necessary to take
any proceedings under this Act.
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PLuMSTEAD SEPARATION.

12. By the “ Metropolis Management Plumstead
and Hackney Act, 1893,” the Parish of Plumstead was
separated from the other parishes, as from 25th March,
1894; and the parishes of Charlton, Eltham, Lee and
Kidbrook, constitute the Lee District. The Act provides
for the apportionment of assets and liabilities, and other
incidental matters. Three of the clerks in the office,
(Charlton) and the parochial officers, have been transferred
to Plumstead Vestry under this Act. The Board continues
to meet at Charlton, but at 7 p.m. instead of (-30 p.m.

GEORGE WHALE,
Clerk.

‘OLp CHARLTON,

25th March, 1894.

NOTE.

Tee Locar Goverxment Acr, 1894.

This Aect affects the District Boards, and I have

annexed a special report upon it (See page 21).

B We
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LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL.

ELECTION-MARCH, 1892,

The Boroughs, including Paricshes Candidates.
Comprised in the Plumstead Those elected are Votes.
District. marked*
GREENWICH— Jacksox, R. B.* - 3667
(Includes Parishes of Charlton Lipeert, G.* ik 3623

and Kidbrook.)
Barier, W. Fox .. 3168

Wirsox, G. Maryox .. 3080

LEWISHAM— Harvey, G. A.* . 2694
(Includes Parish of Lee.) :  Lemox, W. G.* o 2405
Lixpsey, M. J. . 2049

Crockrorp, F. ok 2038

WOOLWICH— HuorEes,Cor.E. M. P.* 6099
(Includes Parishes of Eltham Jorry, J. R.*.. .. 4507

and Plumstead.) |

CHaupers, T. atk 3137

Hicks, W. .. Lo 1444













The Local Government Act, 1894.

Report of Mr. George Whale, Clerk and Solicitor
to the Board of Works for the L.ee District on
the effect of the Act upon the constitution and powers of
District Bourds in the administrative County of London.

30th May, 1894.

1. The Local Government Act, 1894, affects the constitution
and powers of District Boards. It repeals some sections of the
Metropolis Management Acts, 1855, 1856, and 1562, substitutes
other provisions in lien thereof, and enables some additional
powers to be conferred on District Boards. 1t also deals with
matters affecting the Vestries within the London Distriets. But
¢he provisions as to London are scattered amongst the eighty
nine sections of this Act. Their full effect cannot be ascer-
tained until further orders or rules are made by the Local
Government Board : and even then, there must remain some
difficalt questions of law under this very complicated Statute
My report is limited to the particular provisions of this new Aect
which directly apply to or affect London District Boards. The
chief of these alterations are as follows :—

B
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MEMBERS.

2. The qualification of Members of District Boards has
hitherto been by rating (£40 or £25, as the case might be) and
occupation (M.M.A. 1855, s. 6, M.M.A., 1856, s. s. 6-8, M.M.A.,
1862, s. 40). Most of these Sections are now repealed and the
others much altered. One third of the Members of District
Boards will still retire annually. The election of Members of
Distriet Boards in the place of Members so retiring will still be
held by the Vestries specified in the Metropolis Management
Act, 1855 (Schedule B) as amended by later Acts, on the first
Wednesday in the month of June. Such Vestries will also
continue to fill up casual vacancies. DBut the qualification of
Members of District Boards will now be that mentioned in See.

31 of the Local Government Act, 1894, (See paragraph 3),

3. The only persons, therefore, whom the Vestries can now
elect as Members of Distriet Boards are  parochial electors ™ of
some parish within the district, or residents who have, daring
the whole twelve months preceding the election, resided in the
District. No person shall be disqualified by sex or marriage
from being elected. * Pavochial Elector” practically means a
person whose name appears either in the * Local Government
Register” or ““ Parliamentary Register ” of Electors relating to
the parishes within the districts (L.G.A., 1894, s. s. 31 (1) 75
(2), 23 (2), 2 (1), 44). TUpon the first only of the elections (6th
June, 1804) under this new Act, the Vestries may (if the
“appointed day " s.5. 84-89, means 6th June, 1854) be perplexed
by the want of the proper register of electors. No doubt their
legal advisers will be consulted. The alternative qualification
(by residence for twelve months) would then prove useful; but
‘i, in turn, leads to legal onestions as to what is a sufficient
“ posidence.” This however is also primarily at least a question
only for the Vestries.
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4, It is, however, material to notice that the 54th section: of
the Metropolis Management Act, 1855, imposing certain disquali-
fications on Members of District Boards (e.g., on those interested
in contracts with such Boards) and certain penalties on persons
who act as members when disqualified is repealed (L.G.A., 1894,
s. 89 and Schedule II.). The new Act contains elaborate pro-
visions (Sec. 46) as to disqualification. These apply to Members
and Aunditors of London Vestries, but it is not at all clear that
such provisions apply to Members of District Boards.

CHAIRMAN,

9. District Boards will cease to elect a Chairman at every
‘meeting. They must, at their first meeting after the annual
clection of members, elect a “ Chairman for the year.” Only
in his absence will it be necessary to elect a Chairman for a
meeting. ‘I'he ‘° Chairman for the year ” will not have a second
or casting vote ; but the Chairman elected for a particular
meeting (in the absence of the Chairman for the year) will still
have such casting vote (L.G.A., 1894, s. 31 (2), M.M.A., 1835,
8. 41). The Chairman for the year will (unless a woman or
personally disqualified by any Aect) be, by virtue of his office, a
Juostice of the Peace for the County of London ; but before
acting as such justice he must, if he has not already done so,
take the oath required by law to be taken by a justice, other
than the oath respecting the qualitication by estate (L.G.A.,
1894, s. 8. 31 (2), 22).

AUDITORS.

6. The new Act alters the qualifications and disqualifications
of Auditors, as in the case of Members, but otherwise leaves the
mode and time of election of Auditors by District Boards
unaltered. Three such Aunditors, will therefore in the month of
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April, in every year, be elected by ballot by each District Board,
from amongst the persons acting as Auditors for the parishes in
the district (L.G.A., 1804, s. 31 (1), 46 (9), M. M. Act, 1855, s.
194).

Powers.

7. The powers of District Boards are not immediately
affected by the Statute, but the Local Government Board may,
on the application either of a District Board or of any (unde-
fined) ¢ representative body " within a London District, make
an order conferring on any District Board, or some other
representative body within the district (and either as to the
whole or any parts of the district) the appointment and powers
of Oversecrs and Assistant Overseers, and acy powers, duties
and liabilities of a © parish council.” Such order may not alter
the incidence of any rate, and shall make provision for the
existing interests of paid officers (L.G.A., 1894, s. 33).

8. Some local powers of considerable importance wounld be
exercised by District Boards if the powers of Oversecrs alone
were transferred to sunch District Boards by order of the Local
Government Board, under this Act. Such an order might
empower District Boards (in the place of Overseers) to make
rates (to be still allowed by justices and published as heretofore)
and to act in the preparation of valuation lists and on appeals
either as to such lists, or as to rates (L.G.A., 1804, s. 6 (1 e. 1.)
33 (1), Valuation (Metropolis) Act, 1869, &c.) ’

9. The powers, duties and liabilities of a Parish Council are
very numerons (L.G.A., Parts I. and 1V, and especially s. s,
9-14). Many of such powers are already possessed by District
Boards. Other powers of Parish Councils are chiefly exercisa-
ble in rural parishes (e.g., as to inclosure of commons and
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formation of School-boards). Others (e.q., as to fire engines)
are already exercised by the London County Council, Bat
there are also many powers given to Parish Councils by this
Statute which, if conferred on District Boards, would largely
extend their functions. Amongst these powers, it is important
to mention the following which District Boards might, under
this Aect, acquire by an order of the Local Government Board : —

A Control of parish property by :—

(1).

(5).

Acquiring the legal interest in all property (except
ecclesiastical property) vested in overseers and
churchwardens and their powers and liabilities as
to other parish property (except as aforesaid) s. s.
9 (2), 6 (1 e. III).

Accepting and holding "gifts of property real or
personal, for the benefit of the inhabitants (s. 8 (1 h).

Maintaining and improving such parish property

(s. 8 (1 i.).

Accepting, with the approval of the Charity
Commissioners, transfers (to the District Board or
its appointees) from trustees of property (mot
being ecclesiastical) held for the benefit of the
inhabitants (s. 14 (1).

Appointing trostees of parochial charities in the
place of overseers, and when the charity is not
ecclesiastical) also in the place of churchwardens
(s. 14 (2).
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(6). Where the governing body of a parochial charity
(other than an ecclesiastical charity) does not
include any persons appointed by the parochial
electors or inhabitants,then by appointing addition-
al members of the governing body not exceeding
the number allowed by the Charity Commissioners
(s. 14 (3).

(7). Appointing trustees and selecting beneficiaries
where the vestry may be entitled nnder the trusts
of a charity (other than an ecclesiastical charity)
to appoint trustees or beneficiaries (s. 14 (4).
| This power might also of conrse be transferred
generally with other vestry powers, see “B’" below. ]

(8). Considering, and supporting, or opposing draft
schemes relating to charities (not being ecclesias-
tical) under the Charitable Trusts Act 1860(s.14 (5).

(9). Controlling the custody of public books, writings,
or papers of parishes within the district excepting
ecclesiastical registers and ecclesiastical documents
(s. 17 (8). [The Act also contains provisions as
to term of office of trustees, and excepts certain
charities founded within forty years, and defines
the excepted ecclesiastical property and charities
(s. s. 14 (7, 8) 75 (21). [Property vested in
Churchwardens alone cannot be transferred under
the Act.]

B Powers of the vestries in the district could also be
transferred to the District Board excepting as to
ecclesiastical affairs (s. 6 (1 a). [This might involve
the practical abolition of certain vestries in London
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Districts, or leave them with nothing to do excepting
in ecclesiastical matters. Where Vestries already
appoint “Commissioners’’ under any of the “Adoptive
Acts " herein-after mentioned (D) this power, and
such control as the Vestries already exercise over
such Commissioners, seem to be thus transferable to
District Boards. DBut the Aet cannot, of course, be
also intended to authorize the Local Government
Board to empower District Boards to elect their own
members, although such a power seems now a strange
legal possibility. ]

Powers may also be given to District Boards to
maintain and repair closed churchyards (where the
cost is paid ont of rates) and exercise other non-
ecclesiastical powers (if any) of churchwardens

(s.6 (1 b).

Power may also be given to District Boards to carry
out when hereafter adopted in any parish in the
District, certain *“ Adoptive Acts,”” including the
Baths and Wash-houses Aects 1846-—82, the Burials
Act 1852—85, and the Pablic Libraries Act 1892

ka. (7).

To provide and acquire buildings for public offices,
and for meetings, and land forsuch buildings, and tc
provide public walks and recreation grounds, or to
contribnte to the support of public walks, or pleasure
groands, and to acquire land for any other purposes
for which a parish Couneil is anthorized to acquire
it. This may be done either by agreement with
owners of land or (by authovity of the London County
Council confirmed by the Local Goverment Board)
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compulsorily (s.s. 8 & 9). [ This would be new so far
as it gives the right to acquire land under compulsory
powers ; but otherwise it would not much extend
existing powers of District Boards. The consent of
the London County Council would, under the
Metropolis Management Acts, be in some cases
necessary even for purchase by agreement].

To utilize any well, spring, or stream within the
district, and provide facilities for obtaining water
therefrom (8. 8. (1 e). [But private rights, unless
acquired by agreement, or perhaps by compulsion
(see above “KE ") are not to be interfered with.
District Boards could not under this power bring
water from withount their district, and they are
already prohibited from supplying it for domestic or
commercial purposes (M.M.A. 1855. s. 155).]

To acquire (by agreement only and not compulsorily)
any beneficial right of way, whether within a parish
of the district or any ladjoining parish (s. 8. 1. g).
[ This power is new so far, at least, as it would enable
District Boards to acquire rights of way outside
their districts. The consent of the London County
Council might be required. M.M.A, 18625.5 72 &
1007].

To give necessary consent to stopping up or diver-
sion of a public way ( s. 13). [But this wouald also
be secured in London if the powers in this matter of
elected vestries (whose consent is now necessary
under the Highway Act 1835) were transfered to
District Boards, See above “ B.”]
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10. Such of the District Boards as comprise parishes where
there is arable or pasture land or any rural parts might obtain
powers of Parish Councils as to allotments (s. s. 6 (1 C. 111) 10)
and as to repairs of footpath, not being footpaths at the side of
public roads (s. 13 (2). There is also a useful power to combine
with other District Boards or representative bodies having
similar powers, for several of the above purposes, including
acquisition of land, (E) utilizing water supply (F) acquiring
rights of way (G) and to accept and hold gifts of property and
improve parish property (A) (s. 8 (1 k). But if and so far as
Distriet Boards (on which powers of parish councils are conferred)
rely on this Act the limit of expenditure, and the restrictions on
borrowing powers, which exist in the case of parish councils,
would have to be observed (s. s. 11 & 12).

GEORGE WHALE.
























METROPOLIS LOCAL MANAGEMENT ACTS.

CHARLTON.

REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
FOR THE YEAR 1893.

To the Board of Works for the Plumstead District.

G ENTLEMEN,

1. I beg to present to you my Annual Report of the Sanitary
condition of the Parish of Charlton, for the year ending Decem_

ber 31st, 1893.

2. The Births have numbered 368,—

Males 201
Females ... 167

Giving a ratio of 29°16 per thousand of the population, estimated
at the middle of 1893 as 12273,

3. Hitherto it has been my practice to estimate the deaths
withont adding those parishioners who have died in Public
Institutions, &e., outside the parish, but as I consider it is only
right to account for all, this year I bave added these, and have
made my caleulations accordingly.

H
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8. The Table of Deaths now in use does not show all the
causes of Death so I give the numbers of some of -the more
important ones as fullows :—

Cancer fin e 9
Apoplexy 9
Paralysis (]
Cirrhosis ... 6
Senile Decay PR |7 |

Premature Birth, &e. - ... 15

9. There were 12 deaths from Violence of various kinds, on
all of which Inquests were held, out of which 7 were caused by
drowning. ;

10. If these were eliminated from the Diseases eansing death,
together with the 14 due to Senile Decay and the 15 from
Premature Birth, &e., the numbers would be of course very
largely reduced.

11. The gencral condition of the parish during the past year
has been very gool, there has been nothing bunt what is favor-
able to record with the exception of Searlutina, which has been
considerable, but that has been common to the whole of the
Metropolis.

12. The number of cases reported to me has been 153, out
of which 71 were removed to the Asylums’ Board Hosp tal, and
it 1s satisfactory to note that only 6 of these removed to Hospital
died. You are well aware that at certiin times during the
year, the pressure upon the Asylums Board for the accommoda-
tion of cases was very great, and that at times it was something

like 10 days before a case could be removed. .

13. I believe firmly that the Asylums Board did all that it
possibly could in the matter, and your Sanitary Officers also

w



took all the precantions possible to prevent the spread of
infection.

14. Considering the amount of Diphtheria that has existed in
London during the past year, I am able to record only 5 cases in
this parish. This was very favorahle and better than last year,
when 7 were recorded, and the general prevalence was not so

great.

15. The question of Typhoid Fever is always an important
one, but there have only been sixz cases during the year, and
that would go well to prove that the general drainage and water

supply are very good.

16. In spite of the considerable amount of Small Pox that
has existed in the Metropolis during the past year, not ome
single case has occurred in Charlton. This is very fortunate,
but in a great measare we may attribute it to the fact, that there
is not one single common lodging house or shelter in the parish.
From what we can gather from other parishes in the Mebmpnliﬁ,
these refuges together with casanal wards have been the chief
places where these cases have been found.

17. There were 23 cases of Erysipelas recorded but no ["u_-n,th:-:’_
and one case of Puerperal Fever which was fatal.

18. Measles, Whooping Cough, and Diarriwea, were all below
the average, abt any rate as regards mortality only 3, 6, and 8
deaths respectively being returned.—This is satisfactory.

P

19. With regard to Inpuenza, although at times during the
year there has béen a considerable amount, yet I cannot say thay
it has really become epidemic, and certainly no death can be
directly attributed to it.

fi'
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20. The fears of Cholera reaching here natarally gave rise to
a good deal of work and correspondence with the central
anthorities, but at no time was there the slightest snspicion of
any case.

21. The Mursh District is always a souvee of anxiety owing
to the want of a relief sewer, of which I have had to complain
for many years. Fortunately during the past year, only once
has the place been flooded (Oect. 9th). T asked the Foreman of
the Roads for a short report on this matter, and the following is
an extract.—

““ Kast, Street, West Stiecet, Woolwich Road, Tronghton
“ Road, and Delafield Road, and in all these p'aces the sewage
*“ forced its way through the drains and flooded several of the
“* honses.”

22, Patting aside the question of Sewnge finding its way
into houses and yards, for many years it has been a recognized
fact that Chest diseases and particularly Phthisis are greatly
inereased, if not actually produced by general dampness of the
‘soil—and here I should like to quote a short extract from
Professor Smith’s ( Woolwich) Report of 1892, with which I quite
agree.— ;

“1 do not think it is generally recogunised that Phthisis in
““a great measure belongs to the class of preventible diseases:
“and that it is incumbent upon Sanitary Authorities to use
‘“ every means to prevent it (i.e., dampness) unquest'onably the
* Consumption death rate of a district is a much better gnide as
“ to its healthiness than the ordinary zymotic death rate.

23. The every day work of the Sanitary Department has
been most efficiently carried out by the Sanitary Inspector, and
chiefly owing to the tact with which he has performed his duties
there have been much fewer cases bronght before the magistrates
than there have been for many years past.


















METROPOLIS LOCAL MANAGEMENT ACTS.

CHARILTON.

SURVEYOR'S REPORT.

[E————

To the Board of Worls for the Plumstead District.

GEXTLEMEN,

1. T have the honcur to snbmit to you my Annual Report,
on the various works executed in the Parish of Charlton, during
the year ending Lady Day, 1804.

2. Daring the year notices have been received of intention to
erect in various parts of the Parish 50 additional dwelling houses,
1 bakehouse, and | workshop, besides application and plan for
re-drainage of house known as © Haaraki.” A memorial church
and vicarage, iron schools, and temporary offices for fever
hospital. The plans and applications for the drainage of the
above buildings have been submitted to and approved by the
Board, and all the drainage works have been properly laid and
connected with the various main sewers in the localities in which
they have been built.

3. A new charch has been erceted on the Woolwich Road
next Charlton Lane, by Sir Spencer Maryon M. Wilson, Bart.,
~in memory of his son—Frederick P. Maryon-Wilsoun, together
with a vicarage in Charlton Lane. :
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4. 'The Gullies throughcut the Parish have been periodically
flushed and disinfected and are in good working order and
condition.

5. The Marsh Ditches or Tidal Sewers under the control of
the Board have been properly cleansed, flushed, and the banks
regulated and pnt in proper order, and the Penstocks have had
attention throughout the year.

6. A number of stoppages has occurred in private combined
drains in various parts of the Parish, and in many cases it was
found necessary to tike up and relay the drains, all of which
have been promptly attended to by the different owners and put
in proper working order.

7. Under the New Act which came into force in January,
1892, all cesspools have to be emptied by the Board at the cost
of the Ratepayers in general. 15 Cesspools have been emptied
durivg the year at the cust of £23 14s.

8. Survey, plan, estimate, and schedule of owners and occupi-
ers were prepared in duplicate and approved by the Board for
the paving of Sundorne Road. The total length being 831 feet.
The whole of this work has been done by the Parish workmen
at the cost of £590 3s. 7d. estimated cost being £704 2s. 6d.

9. Surveys, plans, estimates, and schedules of the owners and
occupiers with apportionments, have been prepared in duplicate
and approved by the Board, for making up and paving Invarine
Road and Fossdene Road. These works are about to be

commenced.

10. The Dust Collecting Works have been carried out during
the year by horses, carts, and men, employed by the Board by
the day and at contract price, and very few complaints have
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been made of these sanitary arrangements being in-efficiently
carried out. The expenditure being £687 12s. 10d. DBut as
the number of houses is increasing, and in order to fully carry
out the requirements of the new Sanitary Acts it will eventually
form a serious item of expense on the rates.

11. A number of trees has been purchased and planted in
varions roads in the Parish with proper stakes and gnards.

12. A portion of the footpath on the North side of Woolwich
Road has been properly formed, kerbed, channelled. and tar

paved by the Board’s workmen.

13. The East side of Charlton Lane has been greatly improved
by Sir Spencer Maryon M. Wilson, Bart., giving up to the Parish

‘a large portion of land.

14. The watering of the public roads and streets has been
-carried out during the past year for a length of about 10 miles
by horses and men employed by the day at contract prices (£25
per mile for the season) from the mains of the Kent Water
Company, and by two carts and four vans belonging to the
Parish. The repairs and painting to water carts and vans have
been done by the Board’s own workmen this year at the cost of
£63 9s. 5d. The total amount expended on Watering Account
being £750 18s. 5d.

15. In pursunance of an order made by the London County
‘Council, the houses in Old Dover Road have been renumbered
under notices served by the Board to the occupiers.

16. Notices have been served by this Board upon all shop-
keepersin the Parish warning them against sweeping their refuse
litter, loose paper, &c., from their shops and premises across the
footpaths into the roads.
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17. Survey, plan, estimate, and schedule of owners and
occnpiers were prepired and approved by the Board for paving a
eertain portion of road known as Mount Pleasant, between Mount
Street and Sand Screet, the estimate being £47 1s. 4d.

18. Survey, Plan, Estimate and Schedule of Owners and
occupiers were prepared and approved by the Board (but after”
wards rvescinded ) for the making up and paving of Cresswell
Park, Blackheath. The estimate being £182 7s. 4d.

19. The portion of Lee Road within the Parish of Charlton
has had the old Random Ragstone channellling taken up and
relaid with granite pitchers, and the road re-metalled with

granite.

20. A length of about 300 feet of the footpath on the north
gide of Woolwich Road has been formed and tar paved.

21. Improvements have been made daring the year in com-
pelling builders to construet In<pection Clhiambers at intervalson
combined drains, also of the ventilation of drains.

22. The tar paving and the repairing, tarring and gritting of
the tootpaths thronghout the Parish have been carried out by the
Parish Workmen.

23. The applications that have been made to the London
County Conncil during the year for laying out new roads and
erecting buildings beyond the regular lines of frontage in existing
roads have had much careful attention and snch recommenda-
tions as the circumstances of each case required have been
submitted to the London County Counneil from time to time.

24. The whole of the Urinals in the Parish accessible to the
public have throughont the past year been kept clean and in
proper order.



43

25. The Gas Lighting to the Public Lamps has been carried
ont by the South Mcizopolitan Gas Co. New Lamps have been
erected during the year. Two lamps in Priolo Road, Two in
Invarine Road, One in Fossdene Road, One in North Street, and
Two in Anchor and Hope Lane, and a few existing lamps
removed to better positions. The whole the Public Lamps
numbering 275 are lighted, cleansed and maintained by the
Company at Contract prices. Tne amount espended during the
past year was £891 1ls. 9. including removals, &e.

26. The Highways, Streets, and Roads within the Parish,
about 12 miles, liave been thoroughly swept and cleansed
thronghout, and have been repaired and re-instated where fﬂund;
necessary with metalling of suitable kind, according to the ré-:
spective localities. :

The following is the quantity of Materials pnt upon the roads
during the past year :

Granite H48 yat-ds
Broken Flints s 7 I
Broken Ragstone ... 204

27. Notices for opening roads and footpnths have been received
doring the past year from the Gas and Water Companies and
private individunals, and the openings have been repaired by the
Board's Workmen.

28. 1 bave had to write many special reports and furnish in-
formation in reply to inquiries from Metropolitan Districts and
Provincial Towns. The attendance at the Police Court and
preparation of evidence in support of the Board cases, have also
occupied much of my time. : ¢ e

29. On the 3lst Angust the 3 inch Water Main belonging to
the Kent Water Company burst near the conerete wallin Church
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Laxe, belonging to the Board, the water escaping passed under-
neath the retaining wall nndermining it to a great extent, and
washing a considerable amount of detritns into the garden
grounds below. The concrete wall had to be nnderpinned, and
the ground well filled in.  The tar paving on the opposite side
of the road had to be relaid. The whole of the works were done
by the Parish Workmen at a cost of £806 0s. 0d. The Kent

Water Company paying a portion of the amount.

30. As regards the extra labour for cleaning footways, roads,
&c., of snow. The following are details: The number o!
additional men employed was 41, and the number of ordinary
Bangs was 10, making a total of 51. The cost of the extra men
amounted to £20 14s. 6d. Carts were employed at Contract price
in removing the snow, ballasting the roads and sanding footpaths.
587 londs were carted to the different shoots, the cost being
£28 9s. 6d.

31l. In conclusion many other matiers concerning the Sewer-
age, Paving, Lighting, bave ocenpied much of my time and
attention during the past year, which need not be especially
mentioned in this Report.

I am Gentlemen,
Your Obedient Servant,
JOHN ROWLAND, M.S.A.

Mem. of the Association of County and Municipal Engineers.
Surveyor to the Plumstead District Board of Works for Charlton.

Surveyor’s Office,
Boards Offices,
Charlton Village.



METROPOLIS LOCAL MANAGEMENT ACTS.
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SANITARY INSPECTOR’S REPORT.

To the Board of Works for the Plumstead District.

(GENTLEMEN,

I beg to submit my Annnal Report for the year ended
2oth March, 1894.

No. of houses inspected ... T
.» Notices served to remedy sanitary
defects ... 929
,. Notices served to abate nuisance 102
» Defective traps remedied ol
.» Defective water supply to W.C.'s
remedied 179
Sinks provided in wash-houses ... 14
,, Houses disinfected ... 88
,, inks direct with drains remedied 24
.»  Water under floors remedied 13
., Defective roofs remedied 104
W.C.'s whitewashed and cleansed (5]
., Premises cleansed (interior) 166
,» Yards paved and repaired ... g 121

Foul and defective W.C.'s pans
remedied ... P 65












METROPOLIS LOCAL MANAGEMENT ACTS.

ELTHAM.

—— e

MEDICAL OFFICER'S REPORT FOR THE THREE
MONTHS ENDING DECEMBER 31st, 1893.

To the Board of Works for the Plumstead Disease.
GENTLEMEN,

1. I beg to submit my report for the 3 months ending Dec.
alst, 1893, during which time I have been Medical Officer of
Health for the Eltham Division.,

2. In that period there were 34 births, 16 male and 18
female, giving, on an estimated population of 5840, a birth-rate
of 23 per 1000, calculated as for the year.

3. There were 32 deaths, 16 male and 16 female. 26 in
Eltham itself, and 6 in “ Qutlying Institotions” of persons
belonging to the parish. No deaths occurred in the distriet
of those residing elsewhere.

D
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7. This method of calenlation wounld show exactly the same
number of deaths for each of the years 1292 and 1893, viz., 81 ;
and would bring the rate for the former np to 14-1,

8. The mortality for the last quarter of 1893 was, however,
excessive, and it may be accounted for in two ways.

9. 1st. There were 8 deaths from Zymotic disease during
that period ; whilst in the other three gquarters, put together,
here wors bat 1.

DEATHS from Zymotic disease during 1893.

First Three Quarters.

S| Date. Residence. Age. g Disease.
1} Jan. 1| Bt. Margaret's, High 8t. | 22 m. | M | Diphtheria
2l ,, 6| Well Hall Cottages ..| 8m.| M | Diarrheea
8| Feb. 28 | High Street > o F | Measles
4{ Mar. 11 | Elm Terrace .. | 22m.| M | Whooping Cough
5| July 1| High Street g ««|11m.| M | Diarrhcea
6 ,, 8|8hooters’ Hill .. «:| 8m.| F do
70 ++ 8| Reventlow Road .. -+ 19m.| M | Measles
8| ,, 14| Bexley Road .. -] A0 M | Typhoid Fever
9 Aug. 16 | Reventlow Road .. «| 5 M | Diphtheria

10| Sep. 12 | Gaitshill Road .. 47 [ | E' | Diarrhecea







Fourth Quarter.

7| Oct. 12 | Lewisham Infirmary ..| 6 m.| F | Tubercular Meningitis
8 ,, 15| 5.E. Fever Hospital ..| 3 M | SBecarlet Fever

9 Nov. 2| Lewisham Infirmary ..| 2 M | Congestion of Liungs
1 . 20 do ..| T | M | Chronic Bronchitis
11} Dee. 4 do ..| 86 | M | Pneumonia

12| ,, 80| S.E. Fever Hospital ..| 2 | M [ Scarlet Fever

ScaeLET FEVER.

11. On the day after I received notice of my appointment by
you, I vsited the Public Offices at Eltham, and found about 20
notifications of recent cases of this disease.

12. As those affected were all yonng children, T visited the
National and Infant Schools at Eltham, and found that the
patients were nearly all scholars at one or the other of them—
from the latter 36 children, out of 94, were absent.

13. On October %th the Infant Schools were closed by the
Rev. E. Sowerby.

14. As many of the sick as conld be accommodated there
were removed to the Hospitals of the Asylums Boa:d; but it
was a time of great pressure on them, and only 15 cases could
be thus disposed of.
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15. Disinfectants were liberally snpplied, by the Sanitary
Inspector, to the iufected hounses ; and they were fumigated with
sulphur as soon as the patients in them were pronounced con-
valescent.

16. The clothes also, which had been worn by the patients,
or their attendants, were taken to be disinfected to the Board’s
apparatas at Plumstead.

17. The school aunthorities were asked not to allow any
children to return to school, from an infected house, withont a
medical certiticate—printed forms of which were provided by
the Clerk for the purpose.

18. These measures were qnickly followed by a subsidence
of the epidemie, so that I theught it safe to advise that the
School might be re-opened on November Gth.  After that time
there were only 3 fresh cases in Eltham proper, and they were
removed at once to the Hospital.

19. There were 41 cases in all during the outbreak, and 4
deaths. The first case was in the child of the proprietor of a
travelling van.

20. An expenditure of about £10 was incurred in carrying
out these measures; but I hope you will be of opinion that it
was money well laid out.

21. Perhaps I may be allowed to take this opportunity to
thank the Medical Gentlemen who attended the cases for their
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-co-operation—especially Drs. Smith, White, and Ford—as with-
out their aid it would have been impossible to stop the epidemic
80 promptly.

DIPHTHERIA.

22, There were two cases of Diphtheria notified during the
3 months, both of which resulted in death.

23. One was in the child of a caretaker at a house in Winn
Road, Burnt Ash, where there was nothing particularly wrong
abount the drains. A

24. The other was in a child at Park Farm Cottage. Here
the arrangements were very insanitary, but have since been put
right.-

PuerrErAL FEVER.

25. A death oceurred from this disease in December, at
Pelbam Terrace, of a woman removed from a cottage at Hay-
worth’s Brickficld, New Eltham ; fitly described, by Dr. Sturge
who reported the case, as a “ shanty.”

26. The sarronndings were very bad. There was a midden-
privy close to the back door. The slops ran into a foul open
ditch 30 feet away. Two pig-styes were at about the same
distance. A large shed, in which upwards of 60 head of poultry
(gecse, ducks, and fowl) were kept, adjiined the cnttag.é.. So
the yard muast have been thoroughly fouled with excrement. Y
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27. The cottage roof was in bad repair, and the walls were
damp. The nearest water supply was from a stand-pipe of the
Kent Water Works 160 yards distant.

28. The owner has been called upon to put these matters
right.

IxsurrICIENT WATER SUPPLY.

29. In October it was reported to me, by one of the inhabi-
tants, that 21 honses in Elm Terrace had closets withont any
water laid on to them. Also that there was a large and offensive
dust-bin bebhind some of the houses. Notice was served on the
landlord to abate these nuisances, and the work has been done.

BAKE-HOUSES.

30. In October I inspected the following bake-houses, and
found them in a fairly satisfactory condition :—

Name. Address.

— —=re o e —

1. R. Homphrey e . ..| 77, High Street

2. Fredk. Claydon .. - .o M, do
3. E. F. Scriven oy kg ..| 114, do
4. Chas. Hunt w45 ok .o 47, do
5. F. Cook - i e .| 142, do

6. F. G, Collinson Ve &e ..| Foots Cray Road
7. P.Huoghes .. i 4 & do
8. W. Worboys.. o n 8 do

[






















METROPOLIS LOCAL MANAGEMENT ACTS, AND
PUBLIC HEALTH (LONDON) ACT, 1891.

ELTIHAM.

SURVEYOR'S ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR
ENDING 25rs MARCH, 1894.

To the Chairman and Members of the Plumsiead District
Board of Works.

GENTLEMEN,

I beg to submit the following' Annual Report of the
various duties and works performed so far as relates to my
department for the above parish.

Sewers, Drainage, axp CessprooLs.

1. The brick sewer 3' 6" x 2’ 9' from a point in the Eltham
Road opposite Eltham Green, going urder the Bexley Heath
Railway to a point in the Woolwich Road about 100 feet North
of Railway Bridge, has been constructed by the Bexley Heath
Railway Company under the superintendence of an Iuspector of
the Loudon County Council and is now complete,
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2. The Court Road, Court Yard, Nos. 1 and 2 sewers ar
now under course of constraction and are so far advanced that
several honses once drained into cesspools have now been con-
nected to them. The Contractors have experienced great
difficalty in the digging in tunnels rendered necessary by the
depth of the scwers, doe to the nature of the soil which is of &
hard shelly clay, necessitating the nse of sledze ham ner and
iron wedges to excavate it. The strita through which the
Court Rowl Sew:r is laid varies considarably the greater portion
being throagh the above hard shelly clay. other portions being
through green sand and pit sand respectively.

3. The sewers generally throughont the Parish have been
cleansed and flushed regularly by means of Automatie syphon
flushing tavks and by the flashing van. ,

4. The various sewer ventilators have been kept in working
order, and the gas furnace for an up dranght in the ventilator at
the head of the sewer in Hizh Street kept constantly alight. No
Smells arising from manhole or ventilitor covers have been per-
ceptable from the Board's Sewers, nor have any complaints been
made.

5. Plans and sections have been submitted for new sewers
in Lannoy Road, New Eltham, anl Meadowecourt Road, Eltham
Road, which have both been approved by the Board and the
London County Council.

6. The Sewer in Meadonweourt Road consisting of 620 feet of
12 inch stoneware pipes embedded in 6 inches thick cement
concrete, has been constructed by the workmen of the Cator
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Estate under my personal supervision, with the exception of the
Aushing tank and 6 inch ventilating column which are not yet
finished.

7. The surface water drain in Southwond Road. East, being
choked up with leaves, sticks, ete., I had it opened in two
places and cleaned out and a manhole built, besides constroeting
two tambling bays where the waters from the ditch at side of
the road rans into the pipes.

8. There are 57 Cuesspools as far as known in this parish, and
19 of these have beea emptied by the DBoard at a cost of £30
16s. 3d. This work has been done principally by Plumstead
Parish with their Ces-pool Apparatus, 4 have been emptied by
Bexley Parish, and 5 done by your own workmen. There have

also been several cesspools and privies emptied by the owners.

9. 17 Notices of intention to build and drain lhonses have
been received during my term of office, and reported upon by
me and approved by the Board.

10. Sixteen House drains have been laid and connected to
the sewer daring my term of office under my personal supervision.,
GULLIES,

11. The gullies throughout the parish have been cleansed
out regularly and fluslied and disinlected.

12, Three new gullies have been constracted, 1 in High
Street, and 2 in Comt Roead to replace the old obsolete and
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17. The blinding used for covering the above *“metal ” has
been collected off the flint roads from time to time and stored at
different places.

18. 200 Yards cube of hard core have been laid in the
Woolwich Road to raise the middle where it had snunk owing
principally to the traffic of the horses of the horse artillery,
horses hoofs being more destructive to a road than wheel traffic

19. Kerbing and channelling have been laid down with proper
returns to carriage entrances for a length of about 80 feet in
front of “ Harrowficld,” Eltham Road, and completes a much
needed improvement.

Sxow REMOVAL.

20. During last winter I had to engage 27 extra men and 10

extra horses and carts and drivers to clear the snow, the total
cost of snow removal being £43 3s. 2d. After every fall of

snow the horse snow plonghs were sent round the district and
ploughed all the roads and streets. Hand snow ploughs were
also employed to clear the pavements. The snow between
Harrowtieid and Eltham Bridge, Eltham Road, about } of a mile
in length drifted to a depth of 3 feet and entailed considerable
labour in clearing the road.

21. Two of your horses having got beyond work. Two new
horses were purchased at a cost of 65 guineas and the old ones
sold for £10.
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22. Under the Barbed Wire Act a list was made out of all
owners having barbed wire fences abutting on Highways and a
copy forwarded to the Clerk and dealt with by the Board.

23. A Fire oceurred in the Parish Yard daring the year due
to tar taking fire while being heated for the purpose of preparing
tar paving. The London County Council’s Fire Engine from
Shooter’s Hill attended, but the fire was extinguished before it
arrived. The damage was made good by the Fire Insurance
Company.

24. After conferring with the Lee Surveyor and my reporting
to the Board, it was decided, to make up the Cabstand at Lee
Green, at an estimated cost of £1¢3, Eltham to pay ome third,
and Lee two-thirds of the cost, and that the Lee Surveyor should
do the work.

25. The stone carts, slop carts, water vans and cart, as far
as necessary have been repaired and repainted, and the hose for
the water vans has also been repaired and made good.

26. A hand truck and three barrows have been made and
supplied, and found to expedite the working arrangement of the
men.

27. Numerous applications for road breaking have been
received during the year, these have all been repaired by your
own men, with the exception of the Gas Company’s trenches
who repair their own work. Accounts amounting to £21 5s. 7d.
during my term of office have been rendered for this work and
the money collected.
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28. The South Eastern Railway Company have been
approached and asked to put in crossings over their entrances to
Eltham Station, but they have not seen their way to do anything
up to the present.

29. Plan and application have been referred to the Board
and passed for a new road called Meadowcourt Road leading out
of Eltham Road and over the River Quaggy to Lee Road. This
road has been constructed, but the bridge over the Quaggy
instead of being 40 feet is only 38 feet wide. The London
Council’s attention was called to this, but they decided to let it
remain as it was and and no inrther action was taken.

30. The “Crown” having given up possession of a strip of
land in Court Road for the purpose of widening it, they were
asked instead of putting up the old unsightly ‘~ooden fence, to
erect an unclimbable iron fence, which they agreed to do, and
asked the Board to erect it, and charge them with the cost.
This work has been done and makes n great improvement at
that spot.

31. Several applications having been made to the London
County Council to sanction erections beyond the general line of
frontages, and having been submitted to the Board, were
approved by the Boavd with the exception of shop fronts in
Novar Road, New Eltham, but this application was granted by
the Couneil.

LiGHTING.

32. The Gas Lighting thronghout the parish is contracted for
by the South Metropolitan Gas Company, there being 98 ordinary
lamps, 86 long distance lamps, and 1 Sugg’s 3-licht burner lamp
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SEWERS,
3. All the existing brick and pipe sewers, about 16 miles in
in length, have been, where practicable, regularly flushed and
cleansed ; the snrface water gullies have also been periodically
emptied, cleansed and disinfected, and the Automatic Flashing
Tank in connection with the Grove Park sewers has been kept
in working condition, being discharged twice weekly during the
whole of the year, and supplied regunlarly with disinfectants
during the sammer months in conformity with the Board's
orders.

4. Five new manholes have been built in connection with
the sewers in the following streees, thns enabling these sewers
to be more .frequentl_'-; and efficiently flushed from time to time
than heretofore :—

Butterfield Sireet 1
Summerfield Street 2
Ronver Road a

Ventilating pipes have also been erected in connection with
these sewers, where permission has been obtained, for carrying
them up the adjacent buildings. It is also proposed to build
additional manholes in conneetion with several other sewers

throughout the District, where found to be necessary.

5. New pipe sewers have been laid down in the following
new streets, upon the Firs Estate, together with a proper system
of manhole ventilators and surface water gullies, to the satis-
faction and under the supervision of the Board’s officials : —-









85

11. Plans, estimate, and apportioned schedules of owners and
occupiers of a further extension of Newstead Road were also
prepared, and being approved by the Board, the work was
-carried out by contract in a satisfactory manner.

Pusric IMPROVEMENTS.

12. The three new roads known as Lochaber Street, Aber-
nathy Street. and Rembrandt Road, upon the Firs Estate, High
Road, approved by the London County Council, have been laid
out and formed by the House Property and Investment Company
in conformity with plans submitted and passed by the London
County Council, and new pipe sewers (as elsewhere detailed in
this report) have been laid and connected with the High Road
main sewer, and these roads are being rapidly built upon.

13. Negociations having been satisfactorily arranged with
the owners of the above estate, a great and long needed improve-
ment is now in course of completion by widening the High
Road next this estate, and as the roadway, previously an average
of 37 feet only in width, has mow been increased to an
average of 50 feet, the convenience arising therefrom cannot fail
to be greatly appreciated by the public generally. The land
necessary for this improvement, aboat 5300 square feet or there-
abouts, in order to widen the road in question to an average
width of 50 feet, between Belgrave Villas and the Old Road
was purchased by the Board and the London County Council
conjointy from the House Property and Investment Company
Limited.

l4. The extension of St. Mildred's Road from Bivchgrove to
Hither Green Lane, a length of about 1700 {feet, has been
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completed and opened for public traffic by and at the expense of
Lord Northbrook, and has been taken over by the Board, who
have erected public gas lamps throughout this roadway, this
being a most important addition to the thoroughfarves of the
district, giving direct access to the Lee Cemetery and Lewisham
District respectively.

15. New Fire Alarms have been erected by the Loundon
County Council at Grove Park, Bromley Road (junction with
Burnt Ash Hill), also near Blackheath Railway Station, and the
East side of Lee Road, for greater convenience of residents in
case of sudden ontbreaks of fire.

16. An improvement has been effected upon the East
side of Burnt Ash Hill, between Lee Railway Station and
Woodstock Road, by properly tarpaving the strip of foot-
path between the Asphalte and the shops, by arrangement
with the owners, who, on consideration of the Board taking
over the future maintainance of this land, agreed to give
up their interests in the same,

17. One new granite crossing has been laid down across
the High Road, next the Bible Christian Chapel, in
response to a memorial from the Pastor and congregation of
this chapel.

Rexuvmeering ORDERS.

18. An order having been made by the London County
Couneil for the renumbering of the shops and houses upon
the Eastern side Lee Road from No. 119 onward, which
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order, after the service of the proper notices, has been
complied with.

19.  An order has also been made for renumbering and
renaming the houses and premises in Granville Mews, Lee,
for which notices were serveld in the usnal manner, but in
response to a general protest to the Council by the owners
of property to be so renumbered, against retaining the
name ““ Granville Mews,” that portion of such order has
been amended, and the whole thoronghfare will now be
known as “ Myron Place.”

WaATERING.

20. The efficient watering of the public highways,
streets, and roads, about 165 miles in length, bas been
carried out as nsual by the Board’s horses, carts, and men,
assisted by extra horses and men engaged at contract prices,
as before, the water being supplied by the Kent Water
Works Co. at a countract rate, and during the summer
months disinfecting fHuid has been regularly added
for use npon the main roads. With reference to this
department I have also to report that the pamting work
to the water carts and vans has been satisfactorily carried
out by workmen employed by the Board.

Arrrications, Lixes or Frorxrace, &c.

21.  The various applications made to the London County
Council during the past year for erecting building and shop
fronts bevond the goneral lines of frontages in existing
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25. The obelisk has been fitted with Patent Balham
Burners, similar to these in use in the High Road, ard the
top of the four lanterns glazed with opal, thus making a
great improvement in the light given around this obelisk.

(FENERALLY.

26. The Board have secured the wharf in Ravensbourne
Creek known as “ Norman’s Wharf,” at a yearly rental of
£110 on a 7 years lease, this being found of the greatest
convenience fur the landing and storing of road metalling
and other materials, and reduces the heavy charges
previously paid for wharfage.

27. 1In consequence of the chaff cutting by hand being
found tu be a most costly und slow process, the steam roller
has been brought into requisition, the old hand machine
being removed, and a new patent chaff cutter fitted with
proper levers, belt striking tackle, driving pulleys, shafting,
and belting complete, now enabling the work previously
taking twelve hours per week, to be done in two hours
weekly, the cutting also being more efficiently carried out
than hitherto, and the saving effected, and, amounting to
o0 per cent. on the old system, or in other words a saving
of £10 per annum upon the chaff cutting for the 12 hours.

28.  With regard to the horses I have to report that the
Board have had to dispose of five during the past year, and
fresh hovses have been bought to take their places at a
total cost of about £230, but as these 5 horses were amongst
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those originally purchased by the Parish some eleven vears:
since, the Board cannot be regarded as unfortunate in this
respect, the average age of these horses being 16 years.

29. The London County Council having, in response to
the request of the Board, removed the horse, cart, and fire
appliances from the Woodstock Road Yard, the shed m
which the same were deposited has been properly lighted
and fitted up with shelves, &c., for the purpose of a lock-up
for disinfectants, and general store for the Sanitary
Inspector’s use.

ReLier Larour.

30. In consequence of the snowfalls of the early part of
January last, it was found vecessary to ewmploy extra labour
for several days for the removal of snow as far as possible,
both by manual labour and the use of snow ploughs, thirteen
n number, the average number of extra men for six days,
being 49, or a total of 294 ien, the total cost of such
labour being £60 4s. 3d. Additional horsehire for carting
snow, &c., during a period of five days, 17 horses at 9s. 6d.
per day being £40 7s. 6d. Sand and ballast for spreading
upon roaas and footpaths cost £17 10s., making a total
extra outlay of £118, on account of these snowfalls.

GENERAL LiABOUR.
31. The greatest number of men employed per week

during the year, not including the staff or the relief labour
above rveferred to, has been 70, the least bhas been 40,









METROPOLIS LOCAL MANAGEMENT ACTS,
AND THE PUBLIC HEALTH (LONDON)
ALV, 1891,

LEE AND KIDBROOK.

SANITARY INSPECTOR'S REPORT.

To the Board of Works for the Plumstead District.

GENTLEMEN,

I have to submit to you the following report upon the
various matters relating to the Sanitary condition of these

Parishes during the past year.

1. The several Slanghter-houses and Cow-hounses within the
district have been periodically visited, and the same generally
found in a very satisfactory state. Alterations to the drainage
have been carried out in one or two instances.

2. The Bakehouses within the district have also been visited,

and improvements where required effected.
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alone of Ziymotic diseases shewing a diminution. Influenza too
was more prevaleat than in any year except 1891, as is shewn

by the annexed table : —

| Year , '
end'ng| Year | Year | Year | Year
‘March| 1890 | 1891 | 1892 | 1893
1889 :
i : "
Deaths from Influenza . 4 s 0 9 | 44 27 35
1
& Bronchitis & Pneumonia| 93 | 136 | 207 | 176 | 204
- |
3 Phthisis .. .. .| 69 | 95 |114 |100 |11
Total ..| 162 | 240 | 865 | 303 | 350
"Total deaths—all causes{unmrrected}! 66 | D05 | 1046 I 019 | 1050
| :

_—

3. Whenever Influnenza is epidemic the excess of deaths
atttibuted to Bronchitis, Pneumonia, and Phthisis may be safely
put down as really due to the Iufluenza. There were 47 more
deaths from these caunses last vear than in 1392, and &8 more
than in 1889. Thus comparing 1843 with 1892 and 1889, about
one third of the excess of deaths may be attributed to Influenza.

4. The death-rate was 16 9 in West Plomstead and 17:0 in
East Plumstead.

5. Comparing the jour guarters of the year w2 see from Table
II. that the last or Autvmn quarter had the highest mortality,
and December was the most fatal month, this beinz the time
when Influenza was most prevalent.
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Ixraxt MoORTALITY.

6. The Infantile death rate, i.c., deaths under 1 year to 1000
‘births, was much higher than last year, being 141. In 1892 it
was 109, and 1891, 129. The deaths under one year in each of
the four quarters were 45, 53, 84, and 86 respectively. These
figures indicate the probable canses of the high infantile death
rate of the year, viz.: the prolonged hot weather of the summer
and the Inflaenza in December. The Influenza appears to have
been specially fatal to young children last year. The infantile
death rate in the 4th quarter was the highest I have recorded,
and slightly above the average for London,

7. The Infantile death rate was only 132 in West Plumstead,
but in East Plumstead it was 143. This is doubtless due to there
being a larger proportion of the educated and well-to-do classes
in West Plumstead.

Zyymoric Dearn Rare.

8. The Zymotic death rate was 3'2. In the two preceding
years it was 134 and 2'3 respectively. All the principal Zymotic
diseases, from which this rate is calenlated, with the exception
of Whooping Cough, shewed an excess of deaths over last year.
‘This rate exceeded the average of the London Sanitary areas.

UxcerTiviEp DeEAsTHS.

2. The number of deaths which were not certified cither by
a medical practitioner or by a coroner was 30, being larger
than in either 1891 or 1892. The percentage of total deaths
was 30, as compared with 2'4 and 1'6 in the two preceding years.






101

PrrHIsIS.

13. The corrected number of deaths from Phthisis was 86.
This gives a death rate of 1-4 per 1000, as compared with 1-2
last year. The increase is doubtless due to the greater prevalence
of Influenza. The rate in England generally was 1'5 in 1891,
In Woolwich it was 3-4 in 1889, So we see there is compara-
tively little Phthisis in Plumstead. There is more in West
Plumstead than in East proportionally to population (the ratio
being 8 to 5). I can only account for this on the supposition
that the older houses are less healthy than the new ones, chiefly
because more means have been taken to exclude damp in recently
built houses.

MEASLES.

14. After Diphtheria, Measles was more fatal than any of
the infections diseases, causing 45 deaths, most of which
occurred in FEast Plumstead in the spring quarter of the year.

DIAERH®EA.

15. Diarrheea caused 26 deaths, all but 2 being in children
under 5. This is the highest number recorded since 1888, and
was no doubt mainly due to the remarkably warm summer which
characterized the past year.

AGge DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION.

16. Table IV. obtained by the kind permission of the
Registrar General, gives the number living in Plumstead at the
various groups of ages. From these I have calculated the follow=
ing table to shew how the age distribution in Plumstead differs
from that of England and Wales.
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Numbers living at different ages per 1000 of total populations.

- i | -~ "
¥ =] | L Lie] H L

Sl lz el 21212 (2|5 |2

=] wl e |vw | o |y |w v | | v

! fTla = | Aala|s|F]|= S |cI

England , I1-
& Wales..| 136 120/ 107 97 | 89 | 147 113 86 | 59 | 33 | 13

Plumstead| 147/ 125 106 88 | 81 | 166/ 115 82 ' 40 | 27 10

17. This Table is to be read thus: ount of each thousand of
the population there are under 5 years 136 in England and Wales,.
147 in Plumstead ; Letween 25 and 35, 147 in England and
Wales, 1606 in Plumstead,andso on. From this Tableitappearsthat
Plumstead contains a speeially large proportion of young children,
and of persons between 25 and 35 ; the excess of young children
is probably chiefly due to the low mortality of infants under 1
year, and the excess of persons between 25 and 35 to immigration
of married men for employment in the .Arsenal,

18. The death rates of different places depend in large-
measure on the distribution of the population, becanse people are
much more liable to disease and death at the extremes of life, and
least liable between 10 and 25. Thus the fact that the population
of children under 5 is specially large in Plumstead would tend to
cause an increased death rate, but the immigration of healthy
workers between 25 and 35 would perhaps tend to diminish it.
Judging from the great drop in the female population between
15 and 20 it appears probable that a large number of young
women leave the district to enter serviceat that age. This again
would tend to increase the death rate. On the whole, as regards
any effect the age distribution may have on the death rate I
think we may say Plumstead is fairly comparable with England
and Wales.
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IncREASE OF POPULATION.

19. The continual decrease in the birth rate in recent years
suggests that the population does not increase so rapidly as it
did. And assuming that there are now, as in 1891, only 6 people
to a hounse, the population in the middle of last year would only
be 55,608, instead of 58,093, as estimated on the assumption tnat
the increase continued uniform. But it is more than probable
that the number of persons to a house is now a little more than
it was, say 6°25. I belicve most of the houses built during the
last few years are intended for two families at least, which means
an average of L0 people. Further, the wish to live near the
Arsenal is likely to cause an increase of persons in houses within
a moderate distance.

20. On the whole I suspect that the estimate of 58,003 is a
little over the mark but not enongh to seriously affect the rates
caleulated from it.

21. Tables VIII and IX however are based on a population
of only 57073, as estimated by the Registrar General.

CoMPARISON WITH OTHER SANITARY AREAs ofF Loxpow.

22. From Table 1X we see that only five other areas had a
lower death rate than Plumstead, viz. : Lee, Lewisham, Wands-
worth. Hampstead and St. George, Hanover Square. Six other
areas had a lower infantile death rate, viz.: Lee, Lewisham,
London City., St. Giles, Hampstead aund St. George, Hanover
Square. Diphtheria was more prevalent in Plumstead than in
any other areas with three or four exceptions. Scarlet Fever
and Measles were also higher than the average for London.
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Probably the principal reason why the Zymotic death rate in
Plumstead is usnally proportionately higher than the other rates
is that having a high birth rate and a very low infantile death
rate there are a specially large number of children at the ages
most susceptable to the infectious diseases.

B.—Infectious Diseases.

NorIricATION AND PREVENTION.

1. A total of 886 notifications was received by me during
the year, compared with 160 and 790 in the two preceding years.
This entailed 886 special visits by the Inspectors, besides a large
number visited in additior by myself; it also involved a large

amount of clerical work.

2. There was an increase under all heads evcept those of
Scarlet Fever and Puerperal Fever.

SMALL Pox.

3. There were 51 cases of Small Pox compared with 3 in
1892, 34 went to Hospital and 2 died. Of the 17 that did not
go to Hospital 6 were cases of mistaken diagnosis. All but 5 of
these cases occurred in the parishes of St. John and St. Nicholas,
The disease was prevalent all over London and was supposed to
have been carried here by tramps. It was very prevalent in the
parts of Woolwich frequented by tramps. . As Plumstead Road
and High Street is the highway along which tramps would
naturally pass in going through Plumstead either to the Work-
house or to the Woolwich lodging houses, and also the highway
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between Woolwich and the parishes of St. John and St. Nicholas,
it secms not unlikely that the inhabitants of these parishes
suffered chiefly on account of meeting tramps in Plumstead Road
and High Street, this disease being easily canght in that way.
Some of the cases were distinctly traced to visits to Woolwich
and other places where Small Pox was prevalent.

4. It is noteworthy that only two of the cases notified were
under five years of age, and both these unvaccinated. As child-
ren are found to suffer more than adults in countries where
vaccination does not prevail, this fact is a proof of the complete
temporary efficacy of vaccination, and of the effectnal manner in
which the Plumstead population is vaccinated. This latter fact
is also shewn by Table X1II, for which I am indebted to Mr. C.
Jolly, the vaceination officer.

5. The Plumstead Committee decided on my advice to
publish bills recommending re-vaccination, but the Board at
Charlton vetoed the recommendation. If all the population had
been re-vaccinated there would have been no Small Pox. There
is a widespread belief that disease is spread by vaccination; but
it has been shewn by those who have experimented on them-
Selves that it is very difficult indeed to cause disease in this way.
Unfortunately many children inherit disease from their parents,
and in such cases the compulsory vaceination is a convenient
scape goat.

SCARLET FEVER.

6. There were 527 cases compared with 584 and 61 in the
‘two preceding years. The epidemic of 1392 continued but with
abated force. The disease was general over all the district,
affecting St. James’ and All Saints’ parishes more than last year
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and St. Nicholas less. There were more deaths than in 1892,
probably owing to the fact that many who were taken ill in 1692°
died in 1893, not to any increased fatality.

7. Burrage Grove and Bloomfield Road Schools had the
largest number of cases.

8. 849 were treated at home and 178 at the Fever Hospital.
Of the former 14 died giving a death rate of 4 per cent; of
the latter 15 died giving a death rate of 8 per cent. No doubt
the higher death rate at the Hospital is due to the fact that the
most serious cases go there.

9. In only 35 eases (or 6 per cent) did the disease attack a
second memher of the hounsehold, and probably in most of these
infection had taken place before preventive measures were taken. .
This is a proof of the great value of the work of the department..

Diratueria AxD MEeumBraxovs Crovur.

10. The Diphtheria epidemic which commenced in the-
antumn of 1892 continued throughout 1893, but diminished to-
wards the close of that year. There were 179 cases compared
with 118 in 1892, St. James’ parish was most affected in pro-
portion to population, as in the three years preceding 1892, ‘6
per cent of the population being affected ; in each of the other-
parishes (excepting Christ Church which had no cases) the per-
centage was only ‘3. In only 11 cases (or 4 per cent) did the
disease attack a second member of the household. 52 of the
cases of Diphtheria died, giving a death rate of 33 per cent, the
same as last year.
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11. Among those treated at home, 129 in number, 39 died,
giving a death-rate of 30. Among those treated at Hospital, 28
in namber, 14 died, giving a death-rate of 50,

12. None of the cases of membranous eroup went to Hospital.
As to the causes of the great prevalence of Diphtheria in Plum-
stead, and the comparative immunity of Woolwich, I can only
repeat what I said last year, that I have fonnd nothing but the
manhole ventilators to acconnt for it.

ExTteric Fever.

13. There were 29 cases of this disease compared with 22
last year. The cases were distributed all over the district as
Table V. shews. There was however a much larger proportion
of adult men affected than usnal, and 12 out of the 29 were
employed in the Arsenal. They worked in different departments :
5 in the Carriage Department, 2 in the Laboratory, 2 in the
Naval Department, 1 Control, 1 Gun Factory, Sighting Room,
&c. Even allowing that more than one half of the adult males
in the parish are employed in the Arsenal 12 ont of 20 is a very
large proportion, remembering that this disease is more prone to
attack children and young people.

14. In former years it has been possible to trace most of the
cases of Enteric to infection canght outside the parish, but not
so this year. In fact, in the case of all the men employed in
the Arsemal I could find no liEBl}r source of infection, but the
conclusion seems to me irresistible that the source, whatever its.
nature, was inside the Arsenal. Within the last week a case
has occurred in which the patient stated that he was in the-
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habit of drinking water used for an engine, and drawn from the
Arsenal Canal. I have also been informed that it is no uncom-
mon practice to drink the water of this canal. As this water
18 liable to be pollated with the excreta of labonrers working in
its vicinity, it is very likely to contain the infection of Enteric
Fever.

15. If men are so foolish as to drink this impure water the
Arsenal authorities cannot be blamed for the resulr, provided
they supply sofficient sources of pure water. I may add that I
have been in comwunication with the Director General on the
subject of Enteric Fever in Arsenal Employées; he instituted an
enquiry and the Senior Medical Officer reported that there were
no cenditions in the Arsenal likely to give rise to Enteric.

CHOLERA.

16. An invasion of Cholera was again expected last year, and
as a matter of fact the disease did seem to get a certain hold of
the country. No cases occurred however in Plumsiead. I was
in communication with the County Council and the Asylums
Board on the subject, and advised as to preparation for Ambal-
ance Stations, &c. I also made arrangements to secure the
services of trained nurses in case they were needed, and the
Committee anthorized me in the event of Cholera appearing to
take any measures which I might deem necessary before I conld
consult them. I again issued the hardbill of precautions against
Cholera published in 1892. The local registrars were requested
to give me immediate information of any deaths from diarrhcea.

INFLUEXZA.

17. When Influenza commenced to prevail in the Autumn
a paragraph was inserted in the local papers on my recommend-
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ation advising that those who were affected shounld remain in
bed as the best way of getting throngh the disease themselves

and preventing it from spreading to others.

Use orF THE Fever HosPITAL.

18. Of the 886 cases notified 245 went to Hospital, which is
much the same proportion as last year. About the middle of
the year the Arsenal Authorities adopted new regulations under
which no employée is allowed more than one week’s leave on
account of having infections disease in the house if the patient
can be removed to a Fever Hospital. But unfortunately last
year, as in 1892, for a considerable time the Hospitals of the
Asylum’s Board were full and there was much delay in the
admission of patients. The good effect of the new rule has been
seen since the year closed ; during the last few weeks more than
one half the cases notified have gone to Hospital.

19. Having heard certain complaints as to the way patients
were treated in tho Hospital I asked for and received permission to
visit the Hospital, and satisfied myself that as regarded diet and
medical care, and general management the South Eastern
Hospital was everything that could be desired. I reported how-
ever to the Committee that the construction of the wards did
not answer modern requivements, and that 1 thonght also the
nursing might be improved. But especially I advised that some
steps should be considered by which the Sanitary Authority
might be brought in to closer touch with the Asylams Board.
It seems an anomaly that Sanitary Authorities are qunite withont
representation on this Board.
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Tae New FEver HospiTaL.

20. A Local Governmert Beard Enquiry was held in Wool-
~wich on the proposed New Hospital in Shooter’s Hill Road, and
I attended and gave evidence in favour of the proposal. The
Hospital is now in course of erection and 1 think it is great
cause for congratulation that we shall have a Hospital so near
to us. Instead of its being a source of infection as many fear,
it should be just the opposite : by collecting all infections per-
sons within its walls from the neighbourhood it diminishes the
risk of their spreading infection by being at large.

Tee HeartH REFUGE.

2]1. A house has been taken and furnished as a shelter for
families requiring accommodation while their rooms are being
disinfected. So far it has been used in only one case.

C—E&anitary Work.

Warer Scepry.

. The water of the Kent Company’s well in Park Road was,
on my request, analysed by the Board’s Analyst, and reported to
be of excellent quality.

2. It will be remembered that in 1891 the question of this
well was investigated by General Scott, the Local Government
Board Inspector, and that after analysis he reported that though
at the present time the water of the well is pure and good drinking
water, the analysis, compared with previons ones, shews that the
water 1s changing in its character in a way that proves an
increasing impregnation of the soil with organic matter. Having

I
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-eempared Professor Smith’s recent analysis with the former ones
I am pleased to be able to report that the water shews a marked
improvement in this respect, the Nitrates, Nitrites and Am-
monia having all diminished.

3. My attention was called during the year to two improper
sources of drinking water; one a shallow well in close proximity
to a cesspool at some tea gardens, the other a spring unprotected
from surface drainage and pollution,

4. The Kent Water was already laid on at the tea gardens,
and a Magistrate’s order has been applied for to close the well
The spring has been protected from pollution by masonry,
and the family who used it now obtain their drinking water
-elsewhere, using the spring only for washing purposes.

SEWERS AND SEWER VESTILATION.

w.  This subject occupied the attention of the Sanitary Com-
mittee and myself to a considerable extent last year, partly on
account of my having in my-last Annual Report given reasons
for connecting the prevalence of Diphtheria with manhole venti-
lators, partly on acconunt of the large number of complaints of
nuisances from the ventilators. The long drought of the summer
left the sewers without their natural means of flashing. I
accordingly advised systematic flushing with water carts and hose,
and suggested thut the provision of antomatic flashing apparatus
should be considered for some sewers. At the commencement of
the year too, I strongly recommended the Board to provide shaft
ventilators as a eare for stenches from manholes, and that these
ventilators should be properly jointed and carvied 5 feet above



112

any windows within a horizontal distance of 20 feet. The in-
ternal diameter of shaft ventilators should be at least. 4 inches.
Very few have yet been erected, owing no doubt to the difficulty
of obtaining suitable positions.

6. When ventilator shafts do exist it is often proved that they
are improperly jointed, allowing the escape of sewer gas below

windows.

i

CEMETERY AND CHURCHYARD.

7. I have inspected the Cemetery in Wickham Lane and
found it well conducted and the regulations properly earred out.

8. I wish the same could be said of the Churchyard. It would
occupy too much space to tell the whole story of the ineffectual
struggle to prevent the scandalous misuse of the Churchyard
which still continues, I will only say that among other means
taken to this end a public inquiry was held at the Old Church,
by Dr. Hoffman, Her Majesty’s Inspector of Burial Grounds.
The evidence given by the Clerk, the Chief Sanitary Inspector,
and myself convinced Dr. Hoffmann that there had been a per-
sistent and flagrant disregard of the old regulations, and that the
Churchyard was three times as full as it ought to be. It was
understood by those present that Dr. Hoffman was in favour of
forbidding any more interments except those of relatives, but
when the new regulations came down they were found not to
differ from the old ones except in certain details as to notices
being given. And so a public scandal and condition dangerous
to health continues; patronised apparently by the Home Office.
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Tae MoRTUARY.

9. FEarly in the year I communicated with the Coroner for
West Kent as to the fitting up of the mortuary in the Church-
yard, and at his suggestion visited a model mortuary at
Bermondsey. The Board, on my report, had the existing mortuary
renovated and fitted with gas, lavatory, shells and other requisite
apparatus, and engaged the services of a caretaker. But the
existing mortuary, consisting of only one small room, is guite
inadequate

10. The Board authorised me at the commencement of the
year to employ an undertaker to remove a dead body to the
mortuary at any time when I deemed such removal necessary,
either on account of infectious disease, or under S. 89 of the Act,
where a dead body is retained in a house so as to endanger the
health of the inmates. During 1893 I did not have occasion to use
this anthority, but several times I succeeding in persnading per-
sons to bury the bodies of those who had died of infectious
disease, withont the delay which unfortunately is too much the
custom.

Boarp axp CHURCH SCHOOLS.

L

11. T continued my inspection of Board Schools, begun when
the Diphtheria prevalence commenced. I saw in company with
the chief Sanitary Inspector, Vicarage Road and Orchard Road
Board Schools, and called the attention of the School Board to
certain sanitary defects, some of which have since been remedied.
We also inspected St. Margaret’s and All Saints Schools, with
the result of their Sanitary conveniences being much improved ;
these were in the former instance in a very bad condition. T also
visited the new schools in connnection with St. Peter’s Roman
Catholic Church ; these I found on the whole very satisfactory.

H
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Bagenmouses.

12. T have inspected the bakehounses as unsual in April and
October, and ean only repeat what I said last year, viz.: that they
maintain the former standard as to sanitary conditions, but this
standard can hardly be a high one until it is made compulsory
for them to be certified as fit for their purpose before occupation

CEssPOGLS.

13. 1 am glad to be able to report a considerable reduction in
the number of cesspools existing in the district. Only 81 are
now being emptied by the Surveyor, as compared with 284 a
year ago. The reduction is mainly due to the new sewer at
Abbey Wood.

14. My attention was called in the summer to a serious
nuisance on the Heathfield estate, caused by the overflowing of
cesspools into a ditch which passes into a pond. One of the
cesspoolswas found not to be watertight. I reported en the matter
at the time, and the nuisance is now kept under by emptying the
cesspools about once a week.  But there will be no satisfactory
abatement until the cesspools are replaced by a sewer.  This is
I believe under the Committee’s consideration. This nuisance
was aggravated by the fact that the ditch in question flows under
a roadway made of house refuse, which continually slides into
the ditch.

Dust SHOOTS.

15. Dust Shoots in improper places have as in former years
been the subject of several reports to the Board. By the Bye-
laws of the County Council it is now forbidden to deposit house
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refuse within 300 yards of houses, and seeing the very large
amount of unoecupied gronnd within the parish which counld be
used for this purpose without infringing the bye-law I would
strongly urge that ground be taken for the purpose without
delay, and house refuse not allowed to be used in any other
place.

Draxs.

16. Tt is to be feared that a very large proportion of the house
drains in the district are defective and fanlty. Table XI. giving
the Sanitary Iuspector’s work, shews the large number of
stoppages that occurred, and the number of defective drains
found, viz.: 339. 11 Combined drains were taken up and relaid.
In one case there there was found a large hole in a drain pipe,
throngh which the water esaped, causing the drain to get blocked
with excreta. Notice was served to repair the drain. When the
Inspector called to see if the work had been properly done he
found the drain covered in, but he had it uncovered and found
that the defect had been repaired by laying a broken piece of
drain pipe loosely on the top of the hole. For this the man who did
the work was summoned and fined £5 and costs. Again the
drain was repaired, and again the work was found to be scamped,
Another prosecution was undertaken, this time the landlord being
made defendant. But as he succeeded in partly throwing the
blame on someone else he escaped with a penalty of 40s. and
costs. Finally the work was effectively done.

17. The question suggests itself, if drain work is done in this
way while the inspectors are watching it, and even after imposi-
tion of a fine what must be the condition of most drains in the
parish.
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18. The remedy is to test every new drain and every draim
that is relaid and repaired before it is allowed to be covered in,.
as I suggested in my first Annual Report. The Committee have
‘recently purchased a very excellent smoke testing machine, but
it still remains to make arrangements for one man to be employed
in testing every new drain,

OFrFENSIVE TRADES.

19. A person was found by the Chief Inspector to be carrying-
on the business of tripe boiling withont the sanction of the
County Council, in breach of 8. 19 of the Public Health Act.
The Council being informed proceedings were taken, and a fine
of 40s. and cost inflicted.

Uxsousp Foop.

20. Five seizures of unsound food were made by the
Inspectors, three being meat, one tomatoes and one onions
These were all condemned on being seen by the Mayistrate, and
a fine inflicted in each case.

Facrories.

21. I inspected two clay pipe factories. In one the sanitary
conditions were found satisfactory. In the other the ventilation
did not appear to me quite sufficient and the proprietor was
advised as to making it more efficient.

Tiue Agrsexar Dircen.

22. The ditches on the levels in the immediate neighbourhood
of the new football ground bave been in a dirty and insanitary
condition since the opening of that ground, the neighbouring
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inhabitants having found they were a convenient receptacle for
dead cats and dogs and other refuse. Oneé ditch has been piped
in by the football elub, but the one along the Arsenal wall,
belonging to the Crown, continues to be a nuisance, and so far,
in spite of repeated applications, the Arsenal anthorities have re-
fused to undertake any permanent remedy.

OVERCROWDING.

23. Table XI. shews that 22 cases of overcrowding were
discovered by the Inspectors, in all of which 1 visited the houses
and directed what measures were to be taken. With one or two
exceptions they were all cases of overcrowded sleeping rooms only,
and the standard of minimum air space required per head was
taken as 300 cubic feet. For many cases it was foand sufficient
to advise a re-arrangement of sieeping accomodation, such as the
use of living rooms for sleeping by older children. In other cases
notices werc served, involving the seeking by the family of a
new house. These are difficult cases to deal with, as being
usually due to poverty the people cannot pay for more accomoda-
tion, and if turned out of ome house will probably go and
overcrowd another.

24. Where there is overcrowding the people and their rooms
are usually dirty. They are almost invariably occupants of
houses let to more than cne family. For this reason I recom-
mended the Board to adopt the L. G. B. Model Bye-laws for
lodging houses or else to put in force the Bye-laws which the
Board adopted many years ago. 1 consider that this course
would facilitate dealing with cases of overcrowding and wonld
make it easier to enforce cleanliness.
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25. My recommendation was rejected and repeated more
than once, the Board appearing to have a fear that it was inten-
ded to enforce a wholesale registration of all houses let in
lodgings. But when it was made clear that permission of the
Sanitary Authority was requisite for the registration of each
separate lodging house, the Board finally decided it was advis-
able to adopt some bye-laws but deferred the matter for the
Vestry to deal with as soon as it came into power,

County Councit. Brye-Laws.

26. These bye-laws were issued in the middle of the year
and I lost no time in calling attention to the importance of many
of the provisions they contained. One of these is that house
refuse shall be collected at least once a week. The practice of
the Plumstead Committee is to have a weekly collection where
the dust is bronght out by the occupiers, but if the dust is not
brought out its colleetion depends very much on the activity of
the Sanitary Inspectors.

27. The weekly collection system will very shortly be in
operation over the whole district, but unfortunately there 1s on
power to compel householders to bring out their dust unless the
collection is daily. This is to be regretted : a bi-weekly collec-
tion wounld be in my opinion sufficiently often in Plumstead.
The fault of the system as it works at present is that the dust is.
left at the very houses where it is most important it should be
regularly removed, viz.: the dirty houses occupied by slovenly
people who will not take the trouble to bring it out.

28. The bye-laws also contain full and particular regulations:
as regards the mode of constraction of waterclosets, soil pipes,.
drains, &c.


















































































