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AN ACCOUNT OF

FHE. COMET,

OF THE YEAR 1811.

"HIS Comet is the fecond, fines the h-:,'gn'n:ninp; of the e [ent cenmury, which
has been wilible to the naked eye.  The firlt veas difervered ar Marfeilles, on
the aoth Sepeeenber, 1807, and continued wilible will the beginning of December
!’nirnwing. The prefent Comee was alfo frfl difcovered in Franee, ac the city af
Viviers, on the 25th of laft March, by M. de Flaugergues; amd nearly aboat the
fame time (viz, the end of March) accarding to the acconnts, hy the China
fleet in the Indian acean.  Ir cantinued villble till the arrival of the feet an St Helera,
sheut the end of May, when, from its approach to the fim, it could o bager be
feen. Skestly wliter, emerging from the rays of that luminary, it was obferved by
Bovard, at Paris, on the a1k of Augul, between three and four o'clock in the
merning ; its pofition then heing nearly thae laid down in the clements calenlated
by Buckharde, a celebrated French Aftronomer.

On the afith of the ame month, it was frft feen in Britain, by Mr Ferminger,
late affitant altronomer to the Royal Obfervatory at Greeowich; and nearly at
the fame tiene; by M. Veitch, at Inchbeny, 3t 20 minwtes pafl nipe at nighe, in
the N. N. W. quanter of the heavens.

It was obferved at Glafpow, immediately alter funfee, upen the firlk of September,
apd at eight o’clock that evening, it appeared Lke a fmall ffar, forrounded by a
coma, or whitifh haze. On the evening of Wednellay, gth Scptember, at 10
minutes after mine, i fize was evidently on the increafe. On Friday nighe, at
cight minutes after nive, it was fhining with preat fplendour, and the form of its
coma well defined, forming near a right angled triangle with the ftars U and L
in the Grest Bear, and pearly cpoi-diftant from exch—a bright and lumineus
ftream of light, or tail, sppeared to fhoot out from its bady, On Saturday night,
Gith September, the il was fhill mere confpicoous, and had the appexrance of Ieirg
forked ; feveral fized flars were feen through ir, which compietely confistes the idea,
phat the tails of Comets are of the nature of fire or fame—the Jength of the il
cannot be lefs than three degrees, or 150 miles, . When viewed by a good edeleepe,
the nociews appesrs circelar, and much better del than en the Il and ad
inftant. The coma alfo appears of a fimilar form, and fades gradually frém the
bedy, receding to a confiderable difance. i

This Comet is apparently much larger than that oblerved in the Autumn and
""f'r_l“t"f af 1Boy, snd, from its prefent pofition and moticn, it will likely remain
vilihle for feveral weeks, and afford many opportunities of afcertaining its trae path,
diftapee, and real mapnitiede, which, from the few oblervations that have yet been
made, cannot be dane in a very fatisfaétory manner. 3

The following, written by an cminent philafopher, has been publifhed in mapy of
the Lendon journals, from which it i copied, care haviog been taken toex pusge fuch
of the technizal language as it was thought woold be uninterelting o the reders,

™ The Comet which was obferved in Europe in its defeent to the fisn, from the
middle nearly of March to the latter end of Muy laft, and it the Welt Indics on
the firlt of June, when it was comifg to its perihelion, and which was again
oblerved at the Obfervatory at Paris, after it had paffed its peribelion, is now very
g}ﬂr}"}"'-'ﬂ: under the fquare of the Greay Bedr, whence it feems to be pafling in a

irection through the fquare and the tail of the D t t
Lellr Bear, “cﬁr - the Dragon, and the body of the

When firlt feen here, Avgult a1, 3t 10 mioutes palt eighs in the evening, it had
the appearance of 3 large Mebula, nearly cirenbar, and of about one degree in extent,
with a central light, refembling a hazy ster of the fourth ar fifth magnitude.
Cloudy weather prevented its being again feen till the evening of the fith Bept.
when it appeared like & fixed flar of about the fecond magnitude, with a thin pale
train; on the fixth it was confiderably brighter, its train then, viewed with a pood
four-foot-and-a-half refractory of Dollind, and o very good night-glaly, adapred for
the use by Nairn 2nd Blune, was cvidently divided by a dark:l‘h?lml.e near the further

extremity. It was very corfpicucus even to the naked eye.  The head now ap-
?cm-t mikich mare reund.  Sarurday nighe, (Hil advancing towards the fguare, it
appeared cven brighter than on Friday, the hesd 2 yellowilh light, premy well
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amazing thoaght

defined 1 the tail (which, when malk apparent, was tha

ait five deprees, of 362 miles, th, and nearly fu

a thin white emdour w pan o

head alsowr -4t oot s npparent

metian and the direflion . there feemis reafon to

wilible there of Tour months logpee. T 2 noble confiemazion n
and Flalleian theory; having been o 'I-.L-pg before, and now alter it
From ebfervation, there feems no reafon, io general, to foppale any thing nexious
or deftru@ive in its form, but the contrary."” :

This Camsz i= pronounced by 3 wery dillinguifhed mathen ¥
of Congleton, to be the fame as apg ared in 1661, and whale -p.:ru-.-'. i
and moz T3ag as has beer rally fuppofed, and hence expedted in 1789,
and confounded with one feen im 1532.—It excecds in apparent magnitads any
||'.ing of the kind that has been feen within the memosy of man, and 5.1}- fam= has
heen thought 1o be b Some read in ic the defting

npes that it will ha
& Mewtonmn

Mr Page,
150 YEaTd,

an onden of heaven's judpments,
of mations;, and the fll of empires. To others, it ia the prefage of wars,
plagues, and imundstions ;=—Iin a ward, of the molt formidable Gourges. Thelk
I'||'|'u-r|'!]rin||1. Em{nm do nat eonfider that o Conset &5 4 ns 1 b.pd]-, the return of
which can be calonl with certaimty ; and which, confequently, cannot dilturb
the erder of things. They do not confider, that this body, as well as the other
plancts, mofl have a more important deftination than fuperftition gives them.
What ! weuld the Supreme Being have placed fuch prodigious bodies in the hea-
vens, merely to announce to & few creatures the fate which awaits them.

To many minds the Appearanee of this Coamet has proe ced awe ahd dread.
In general, indeed, nothing affects the imagination more than uncommean appear-
ances in the heavena: the Rl of 3 meteor firikes decper awe than the fpectacla
of all the fiars; and Comets, from timse immemorial, have been beheld with terror
and amazement, sy executioners of e wrath. There b, howewver, ::mhing
i the appearance of this myfteriows (franper * in the arctic fky k fhould frike
deval. He drows after him 2 train of beantiful light, refembl in cobour, and
exceeding in lulire, the traces of the Milky Way ; and from the prefence of fach a
mrl'l"rnp'a;r we need fear no evil.

Durmsg the time thizs Comet appeans vilible it may he obferved every eveEmngE
after fun.det, (unbcls the clouds interpefe) ina M. M. W. dire@tion, under the tal
of the Great Bear; and every morning in a M. N, E. direftion, from half-pail rwo
o'clock till mearly <‘..1I lighe.

The motion of this Comet it is [aid, is very fow ; and has not yet been corredly
afcertained. The Comet of the year 1743, moved at-the amazing rate of fix
hundred thoufind miles an howr, or ten thoufand miles in a minute ! What an
is to comfider this ftupenduoys body traverding the immetdity
of the creation with fisch o rapidity, and st the fame time wheeling about in that
line which the almighty has preferibed for it# Thaz it fhould move in foch sn
imconceivable fory and combuftion, and ar the fame time with fuch an exaft
regularity ! How fpacions muft the auiverfe be that gives fuch bodics as thefe fall
play, withowe fuffering the lealt difirder or confuflen by it ? What 2 glorioot thow
are thalz bringl entertained with, that can lsok unto this greas theatre of nature,
and fee myriads of fisch tremendous objeéts wandering threugh thefe immeafurable
depths of ather, and running their appointed courfes? Our cyes may herealter be
ftrang encugh to command this magmicien: profped; and cur enderflandings able
to find owt the feveral uits of thefe great parts of the univerfe.  In the mean time
they are proper objefls for our imaginations to comtemplate, that we may form
more exalted motions of infinite wifdem and power, and learn to think humbly of
curfelves, and of all the litcle works of human invention.

% The following are the elemnents of the orbit of this Comet :—Perthelion
diftance, 1,022,47. The inflant of its paifage by the perihelion, 48 minutes paft
ning in the evening of the 121h of September, 1815 Alcending node, 149.73.3
incHonclon, 71. 43 z p! ice of the F:‘n}w}ion, T4 T2
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