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THE NEW COMET. nnﬁ\’i’:ﬁ'_’n"{‘ THE BOTAL ORSERVATORY, GREENWICH.

ADDRESS TO THE COMET,
Ceelivagee flammee,

Art thou the same mysterious traveller,

That in our last bright circait of the sun
Paid wisit t6 our gure,

buh.ﬁndﬁﬂnh up TL;L w’z;-rﬁ'f:j-

Filling the many with an awiul dread,
'1%:: few with deep delight 7

Art thou the same return’d with reinfarce
Of heav'nly ammunition— Light and Heat,
Which in thy last campaign
" (Iainst other worlds was spent
Erefthon had'st meditated war on us 7
Hast thou been back to where

‘The storehonss of the thunderbolt is kept,

© And steepd thy long hair in the lightning stream
That "roand it ever flows,
Eeeping it prisoner there

Tiil the destroying angel lifts the sluiee
To pour both on some world 72

Or art thoogh on a kindly miesion sent ?—
Or on thy own research a wand'ring orb
Curious to see in which
Of all the breathing stars
The happiest Eden was by folly loat?
If so—eome not to us !

Theu'"lt find no remnants of that hlissful place
Where we imagine our first kindred dwelt—
Direary and desolate
Is &ll around it now |—
Turn—turn away and give us not the fear
Of thy consuming touch |

A henutiful comet has recently appeared in our northern heavers, but whether
it be & nmew one—that is, cne that has previously escaped the observation of
sstronomers—can only be determined by further ohservations on its orbit.
Since kts first discovery in this country, it has passed ¢ Bootis, & Corona Borealis,
and on the night of July 23, when our drawing was made, it was not far from @&
Bootis, [Its daily changein R, A, == —im, 308, ; dittoln N, E. D. = 4 4d4m.
In its course towards the sun, it is rapidly approaching the earth, a eircumstancs
which has eaused timid and visionary people some alarm. 'The fever of appre-

honmioh is not, bowever, w0 great as that which disturbed the Parisian pnpul:lioh
fim 1§73, when a similar phenomenon ocenrred,- . On that occasion, many persons

are said to have died of fright; while nambers prepared for the worst by pur-

| chasing—what were offered at high premioms—places in paradise. To relieve

the fear of such a eatastrophe, we may lnform the putlie of the result of some

curious and elahorate calenlations made by Armgo to show the extremely
smaall probability of a contact between ourselves and any comet whatever. * Let
us suppoas,’” says that great man, *‘a comet, of which we only know that at its
peritiglion it ia nearer the sun than we are, and that its dismeter is
one-fourth of that of the earth, the caleulation of probabilities shows that of
281,000,000 of chances, there is only one unfavourable, there exists but one
which can produce o collision between the two bodies.  As for the nebulosily, in
its moat general dimensions, the unfuvourable chances will be from ten to
twenty in the same number of two hundred and eighty one millions. Ad-
mitting then, for & moment, that the comets which may strike the earth with
their nuelei, would anaibilate the whole human race, then the danger of death
to each individuoal, resulting from the appearance of an waknown comst, I‘_‘ﬂll-"d-
be exactly equal to the risk he would run if in an um there was only one xingle
white ball, of & total number of 251,000 000 balls, and that his condemmnation o
death wenld be the inevitable consequence of the white ball being produced at
the first drawing."* : :

The comet is of a bright white eolour, with its tail tumed from the earth,
Stars of small magnitude are seen through its body. At present, it is only visi-
ble with a telescope; but in & few nights it is expected to be seen with the
naked eye. Its luminosity is so inteuse that it has been easily deteeted during
the hright sunsets of the past week,

W are indebted to the Astrenomer Royal, for permitting our artist to make
the drawing from which cur cut 18 engraved. 8. 5




