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MALE CHICKS

There's cruelty involved, nol only in the production of battery eggs, but in ‘free-range’ egg production
alsa. For every laying hen, whether free range or batiery caged, there are an equal number of males -
50% of all chicks hatched are male. Because the males cannot produce eggs and are not genatically
bred to fatten up quickly for meat, they are killed as seon as they've hatched at one day old. This means
that egg production In Britain results in the staughber of ower 32 million male chicks aach
Because there are no laws governing the way in which day-old chicks are kilked, a number of barbaric
methods are used: Chicks are put in a maching which mechanically crushes them to death. The machine
is capable of mlnclnn 1.000 enbu to pulp every m rﬂlnuws Other killing methods are: drawning,
1, neck d with carbon dioxide. The
choapest mathod of killing ks by suffocation, mmmwumofcnlckampumah top of each ather
in sealed plastic bags. They suffer a slow painful death.

You cAN Efwﬁmmuﬁm and |
CHANGE THIS %%W&mw

@ DON'T EAT OR BUY ANY EGGS E'] Plaase
(As an altemative try ‘scrambled’ tofu ﬁmmmmmmm
and in sponges & cakes use Ener-G
egg replacer from health shops). oy "_E donation to help your

@ SEND FOR OUR FACT SHEETS
@ JOIN US NOW !
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LAYING HENS

Lanying ha re kept only for (he ¢
Thay am a diffgrent str from the
reared for meal known as broilers. Originally
descanded from Asian red jungle fowl which kay 20
A yoar, ioday's laying hens have baen specially
Each

There are approximately 32 million laying
hens in the UK. Over 28 million of these hens
are kept confined row upon row in tiny wire
cages known as battéry cages.

BATTERY CAGES

At arcund 18 wi o age, just belore they start fo
lay eggs. young hens known as ‘pullets’
impriscned in battery cages whene they will 5!
e rest of their kves. Baftery cages are kepd in rows,
siacked 4 -8 ters high, in huge, windowless, foul-
m-lung battery sheds. Five hans are crammed inio
v 30,000
hens. Each cage shoping floor and
maasuras 46cm x S1om, }Illjl ahanhas a wingspan {!‘
B1cm. The living spaca for aach han is smaller than
ihe cover of a belephone direciory.

wolthing more than egg laying

es. battery hens ane forced to out their

entira lives in these unnatural and barren
conditions

Thasir natural lite span is around 10 years,

CRUELTY IN THE BATTERY CAGE
condil hs
abching and pecking

f in batiery cages. hens cannot fulf any of their
ural insincts. They expanience fresh air,
sghl of freedom. The wbie 1o ;u_Lk the

arth, ground s

frequently leads to
ag"-css-cn' and I9.11hnr pecking, so the birds are
often dabeaked with a red hot biade.

g wara ficoes.
milies and cla

Owver 87% of British eggs are taken from hens kept in battery cages. Don't be fooled by advertising

pictures showing farmyard scenes of ‘happy’ hens or slogans such as ‘Country frésh” or ‘Frash farm”.

‘COUNTRY FRESH' & ‘FRESH FARM EX

3'_are BATTERY PRODUCED EGGS

Lack of daylighi, exercise and movement result in

weak bitthe bones that easily break. The majority of

hens ane fed a red colouring 1o give a golden colour to
gy yolks - despite fears that it can cause vision
5 in hUMmans.

DISEASE

Despite noutine use of antibiclics in poultry fead, banary
hans suffer from many diseases including liver and kidney
disordars, prolapses. inflactious bronchitis, sgg-paritanitis
impacted eggs. brittle bones, cancers ang salmonedla
S mans ihrough eggs.

5 i and sick birds
are ignoned in tha overcrowded, ¥ ¢ shods
Over 2 milkon hens die in their cages every year in the UK,

Many so-called ‘fresh-farm’ eggs are laid
beside the bodies of dead and decomposing
cage-mates.

CATCHING and TRANSPORT
!llghlvrr\-.'l at around l:\ monhs odd.
1 . Duiring
. thair beittle hnrms can Werally snag., foiry @rdy
grabbed by gangs of caichers and loaded into crates for
1r;umpumn:;m the slaughlamaouss oy, Oftan
legs get lom off
'erhr.nd hans are wrenched from
nbo crates, they are forced 1o fravel long distancas o
ughter. Often nearty fealherless. they may endure
K in near irenzing conditions, whilst transponation
during hot weather can cause death from hoat -stross and
sutlocation,

SLAUGHTER

Al he slaughtemouse, their feel ame thnest through melal
Kl and My are I\n.ng upside-dewn on a maving
: through an electnc

1 bath, which is supposed to render them

vl Insansitivia bo pain, but tha wary impaict of

L CauSEs WMedr weak DONes 10

shatter. Cver 43“.. of hens sufler multiple broken bones

bedora they ara slasghtered. A widely used ‘solution’ 1o

this ‘protdem’ i 1o ower the alaciic cuvent, resulting in

1 5 v inadequately siunned, Consaguantly huge

rs of batiery b 3 b0 the automatic theoal cutter

meaet thair death whilst fully conscious. Many anber the

g tank alive. Their pitiful frail exhausted bodies. end

up in soups, sandwich postes, siock cubes and baby
foads.

PULLED EGGS

Evin whon dead the hens egg produclion Enl over
Unlaid eggs are remaved I i . al
siaughtersd  hans d d the commarcinl
manufacture of cakes, biscuits




