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LEGAL PEST CONTROL: YES

JLLEGAL POBONING:NO!

PESTS MEED TO OF CONTHOLLED TO SAFESUARD STOCHS AND GUALITY OF FOOD AND TO
PROTECT AMIMALS. FLANTE AND EVEN BUILBINGS FREM ATTACH. CONTROL MEASURES CAM
INELUBE PESTICIDES ANE HUMANE TRAPS.

IM BRITAIN, WE HAVE HIGHLY-DEVELOPED LAWS AND CODES OF PRACTICE ON THE USE OF
FESTICIBES FOR ALL PURPOSES. NOT JUST IN FOOD PROODUCTION AND STORAGE. THESE SEEK To

ENSURE THAT PEST CONTROL IS ONLY CARRIED OUT WHEN NEEDED, IS EFFECTIVE, AND POSES
MINIMUM RISK TO HUMANS, OTHER CHEATURES AND THE ENVIRCNMENT. MOST FARMERS AND
LAND MANAGERS OBEY THE LAW AND USE THEIR PROFESSIGMALISM AND COMMON SENSE TO

STRENGTHEN THESE AIME. GOVERNMENT MOMITORING SHOWS THAT PESTICIDES WHEN USED A%
APPROVED RARELY CAUSE ACCIDENTAL DAMAGE TO WILDLIFE.

THE PROBLEM
Unfortunately, Government
menitaring voder the Wildiife
lacident Investigafian Scheme
reveals evidence of the
deliberaie obuse of poisans.
This evidence shows lkat
somefimes pesticides opproved
for ather legal applications are
being used illegally, parficulorly
fo poison animals which may
otfock gome birds, sheep, or
trops.

llegal poisoning is eruel,
dongerous, a threa! fo
wildlife, and vnnecessary.

Cruel

Viettens of illegol peisoning die o
slow ond ogonised death. Seme
die uaseen in the wild, Others die
in full sight of their shocked
owners, because they are family
pels killed by o tempting baif on
a counfry walk.

Dangerous

Simply handling poisened bairs
con domage the bealth nof only
of the abusers, but wnwary
possers-by. Peorly stored poisans
o0 put onyene of risk

A Threat to Wildlife
Poisened bails con be eoten by
the beaotiful ar rare species thoi
help moke vp the preciows
heritoge of our covatryside.
Badgers, buzzards, kestrels,
kites, sparrawhowks ond sogles -
aoll aeed our care. In 1989 olone
over o dozen of our rare red kite
population died from peisoned
baits - o very high preportion
since there are only abow! 50
breeding pairs. Selfish or careless
acls of poisoning con deplete
protected species and impoverish
our counfryside.
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Unnecessary

People who respect our
countryside will recognize there
is o meed from time to time for
pest confral - for exomple foxes
ond grows con threaten lambs
and young gome. Howeves, safe
ond legal olternatives - and
odvice om them - olready exisi.
The alternatives range from
imgroved husbondry to humane
Iraps.

There is therefore mo excuse
for breaking the law.

&

Action to Stamp owt
Abuse

The Gowernment, i conjuncfion
with ather concerned
organisations, hos therefore
lounched o lomg term compoign
against illagal peisoning.

For iis port, fhe Government will

conlinue to monitor the effects
of pesticides by following vp
reports of suspecied wildlife

peisoniag. Legol conteals will be

updated whanever mecessory.
Cases of dalibarate obuse are
foken serfously by Agricullure
Deparimants, Offenders and
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WHAT YOU CAN DO

ETOP ILLEGAL

i

their employers ore proseculed
wherever possible. Fines con
reach £2000 for each offence
or each poisomed animal.
Depariments will cantinue ho
press for severe penalties.

Government and conterned argonisalions are working logether fo drow attention fo the evils of illagal poisoning
and fo encovrage everyone fo behave respensibly. If you meed odvice, please conlor! your local ADAS office an the
nember you'll find on the bock poge or, in Scotland, coll your locol Agricultural College. Gomekeepers con ablain

advice on their specific problems from The Game Conservancy, Fordingbridge, Honts SP% [EF

(ielephome 0425 652381).

Anyene suspecting poisoning of wildlife or pets by pesticides should immediately contact the local
office of their Agriculture Department (see back page) asking for the Wildlife Section. If everyone
octively opposes illegol poisoning by, for example, reporfing suspected poison baifs and by testifying in
court if necessary, our countryside will become o safer place.




