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The disease

This highly contagious virus disease appears annually
or spasmodically on some farms where it may cause
severe infection particularly in young lambs. Orf
produces blisters, pustules, ulcers and proud flesh on
the skin and mucous membranes, especially around

the lips, which can interfere markedly with feeding.
The disease may also appear on the legs around the
hooves, causing lameness, and on the teats and udders
of ewes, preventing proper suckling of the lambs.

Some questions farmers ask...and the answers

Q. When is the best time to vaccinate against Orf ?

A. Vaccination should be completed three to four
wecks before that time of year when previous experi-
ence has shown that the disease is likely to occur, or
before exposure to infection is expected, as by move-
ment through a market. Ewes should not normally
be vaccinated later than four weeks before lambing
or when they have lambs at foot. If it is necessary
to vaccinate during this period then the use of a clean
area of the caundal fold for vaccination will reduce the
chance of spread of the vaccine virus to the lambs.
Waccinated sheep should be isolated from unvacei-
nated sheep for at least two weeks after vaccination.

Q. At whar age should Iambs be vaccinated ?

A. Normally at six wecks of age. Severe reactions
occur in a proportion of lambs if they are vaccinated
at an earlier age.

Q. Can lambs be protected by vaccinating the ewe?

A. Very doubtful, but the risk of the lamb contracting
the disease may be reduced by vaccinating the ewe
a month before lambing,

Q. What is the correct action to take if Ovf appears
in a flock?
A. Unaffected sheep should immediately be moved to

a fresh pasture, isolated from the rest of the flock.
They should be vaccinated as soon as possible. The
ulcers of the infected animals may be dressed with
mild antiseptic lotions as a precaution against
secondary infection. Field evidence suggests that in
some cases vaccination may reduce the severity of the
disease in affected sheep.

Q. What is the correct action to take if Orf appears
in very young lambs ?

A. Vaccination of unaffected lambs is advisable al-
though as indicated above there may be a risk of a
severe reaction in some of them.

Q. Are special precautions necessary when handling the
vaccing ?
A. Yes. Orf Vaccine contains live virus which can

affect man. Therefore, handle the vaccine carefully
and keep it away from the skin. Thoroughly wash

the hands with soap and water after vaccinating but
do not scrub. Beil the applicators and any contami-
nated material before disposal.

Q. Can Orf be confused with other conditions ?

A. Yes. For this reason it is a wise precaution to
seek the advice of your veterinary surgeon at the first
sign of trouble in your flock.

protect your sheep
with ‘Wellcome’ Orf vaccine




