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"FheRelation of which wonderful Earchquakes, now mentioned 3
we, according to our prelent mechod referve to another place atrer-
wards; paffing them by here, to give firft his particular accouar of
Fefuvins, (though laft wich him)) which is our prefent Argumen:,

: The RELATION.

‘After therefore {o great dargers fuftained by Sea and Land
After having diligently fearched out the incredible power of Nature
working in fubterrancous burrows and paffages, I had a great de-
fire to know whether Fefuwins allo had not fome fecrer commerce
and correlpondence with Strongylns and Erna, info powerfull a
war and {trife ef Nature,as I had every where experience of before.
I went cherefore unto Poreicus, (chePorch or Entrance) a Town
fcituaced at the foor of the Mountain. Hence hiring an honeft Coun-
try-mai, for a true and skilfull comparnion, and guide of che wayesg
(not wichous indeed an ample reward) Lafcended the Mountdin at
midnighe, through difficulc, rough, uneven, and fteep paifages. At
whofe craror or mouth, when I had arrived, I faw wﬁat 15 horrible
to be exprefled, 1 faw it all over of a light fire, with an horrible
combuftion, and ftench of Sulphur and burning Bitumen. . Herc
forthwich being aftonifhed at the unufual fizhe of the thing s Me=
thoughes 1 beheld the habication of Hell 5 wherein nothing elfc (cem-
ed to be much wantinz, befides the horrid-fantafins and apparitions
of Devils. There were perceived horrible bellowings and roarin;s of
the Mountain 3 An unexprelfible ftink 5 Smoaks mixc wich darkifh
globes of Fires 3 which boch the bottom and fides of the Mountain
continually belch'd forch out of Eleven [everal places 3 and made
me in like manner, ever and anon, belch; and a: it werey,voinic back
azain, at it, O the depih of the Riches of th: Wifdom and Know-
ledae of God! How incomprehenfible are thy wayes ! Ir thou
fhewelt chy power againlt the wickeduels of mankind in fo formi=
dable and portentous Prodigies and Omens of Nacure 53 What fhall
itbe inthat laft day, wherein the Eavth (hall be drown'd with che
Ice ofthy Fury, and the Elements mele wich fervent heac?  Movns
ing thevefore waxing light, thar I mighe fearch out the Confticu-
tion of the whole Interiours of the Mouncain, wich all the dihigence
Lcould, Ichole a (afe and fecure place to fex my feet fure upon;
agh';;’hwa_s an huze Rock, of a plan fucface ; ro which there lay
ﬂm.gg;ﬁ,gﬁmc#hfardcfccnt'ﬁ&;:the Mountain very far; Anl{>{
! ks 2 Wallg
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. jnthe year 1631, (at which time proceeded great ’Earthqluakes, as

well as Noifes and Roarings and Tremblings ; as is its cuttom)) hath
grown {o big, thae we may thence very reafonably conjecture thas
it is hereafter likely torife unto the fame height, which it once ob-
tained of old 3 unlefs it be deftroyed by fome new burning fuperve-
n;inl_g: Which hath happened in this very fame year ¥ now write

thele things, in the year 1660. For that che Mountain outragious.

wich 2 new and horrible burning , hath fo caft down its top, and
Crator ; that it appears now much lower at this day, then what I
a lirtle before defcribed it tobe.  And conféquently; as it is found
of greater circamference 5 fo of lefler pmﬁmg

view of all thefe things duly ; and returning to Naples 5 the next

- day I'betook my felf into the Iland /£ naria, which they call Jf~
chia 5 of much note, and celcbrated wich great fame by ancient wri=-

ters. . And thence into the Phlegrzan Plain, of Putzel Ficlds, Vul-
can’s Market-place or Theater; ( of which before. ) And whatlo-
ever, either EE

thofe places, I found to be moft true, -

It is alfo taken notice of i Hiftory, that there was an Eruption
and great Burning; near Carigrole in Terra di Lavoro, v hich laid
three Acres of Ground, all in‘meer Afhes and Cindets,  T#feany al-
{o hath 2 burning Mountain in the Apennine 5 and another n the

Ficlds of Bonomia. ~ There are alio Laky Ditches, Pus, and Dens, .

between Pifforinm and Peira Mala, belching forth perpetual Globes
of Flames, efpecially by night,  There are noted alfo in the Fields
of CMutina, two famous places full of Burnings, &re. But chefe
with the ref¥ of Jtaly, have beenbarely enumerated befose 5 ,of which
we have nothing further remarkable to add.

And fo we are at laft come to the main Fountain and Spring-

" head, in a manner,as we may fay, of all tHe fubtérrancous Fires of

thefe Parts, withtheir manifold defolating Eruptions, o Ernay NOW
Mﬂﬂr G!:M’t .

. €HAP.

ity. Having taken a-

¢ Antients or Moderns, -have relaced wondesfull of .
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it felf without any fabour of the Husbandman.. At this day, in fome —3

parts of the Ifle, the foyl 1s {o- exceeding fruictul, that it yeelds unto
the Husbandman an hundred meafiires of Cornforone,” And cer=
tainly che Corn of this Country muftuceds yeeld a wonderful en-
creafes the King of Spain receiving an hundred thoufand Crowns
yearly for the Cuftom of Wheat.  In this Country alfo is the Hill
Hybla, {o famons for-Bees and Honey. - But too much of the Country.
Wae return to its greateft Wonder of all Ages, and indeed 4 veruas
coulones kind of Portene thereof, the horrible Mount £ tna..

It is a matvellos Hill, of fearful and ftupendous Fires & Flames;
as it were, the very Mouth of Hell 5 diftanc Eaftwards, cen miles
from the City Catania, fitnated ac.the foot thereof; Fromwhich it
afcends by.degrees, to fo many miles height. Others reckon it fifteen
miles from Carania 2 but indeed fcarceten Englith miles. And yet
its full height in a dire®t. defceiic, according’ ro its Axis, is com-
puted by exatt Geometricians 30 miles; (as Kircher has it) except
the Printer has added a Cypher'too much : as muft needsbe, This
ancient City was built, as fome fay,in the year of the World 3469,
eighty nine years after Rome 5 and near yoo before Chrift. Buir o-
thees in the: yeari4462, about oo years after Chrift, (The firfl
svichout all doubt, by méft Authentick Authors,the truehaccount:)
and receives both lofs, and ( if Strabo may be believ'd ) advantage,
from ics nearnefsto oEtma. For-the ejefted flames have heretofore
committed horrible wafts, which gave Amphinomsus, and Anapisss,
two Brethren, an occafion to become famous for their Piety 3 who
refcu’d cheir Parents ingag'd by the Fire, and bear them away on

théir fhoulders: whereof Anfonins 5.

#ho. will: forgee Catania ? ‘of bigh fame;
For Piety of Brothers, findg’d in Flame.

Yet it was never known, inall this time, to have been whally ruin’d-

or deftroy’d, by the terrible cheeatnings of (o troublefome and dan-
gerous a Neighbour 3 that {pares none in his violent raging fits and
‘Gonyulfions : Yet has beens threwdly in danger fometimes, and
much havock’d aund fpoyl'd in feme parts thereof 5 wheredy 1t may
‘appears thut this laft and prefesi;Erwption (fo prodigious and feat-
Aull)i ks nov beem che grearefts asit haszor been che firft by [ome bun-
-dreds. - Several Towisand Cities/lagrronind cabout 5 All ot moft

now buricd in Afhes and Rujings, by thie lare exceilive burning gnd

confla--



















































































































