
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ebola Epidemiological Update No. 62: 8 January 2016 
 
Ebola virus disease outbreak in West Africa (December 2013 to present) 

Situation update 
• since the last report on 4 December 2015, there have been no confirmed cases of 

Ebola virus disease (EVD) reported in West Africa  
 

• Liberia has reported no confirmed cases for six consecutive weeks. The most 
recent cluster of cases in Liberia was determined to be the result of the re-
emergence of Ebola virus that had persisted in a previously infected individual.  
The last two reported cases in the country were discharged from hospital on 3 
December 2015, following two consecutive negative EVD tests. If no further cases 
are reported, the country will be declared free of human-to-human transmission on 
14 January 2016, and the country will then enter a 90-day period of enhanced 
surveillance 
 

• Guinea was declared free of human-to-human transmission on 29 December 2015 
after the completion of 42 days without cases since the last person confirmed to 
have EVD tested negative for Ebola virus RNA for the second time. Guinea has now 
entered a 90-day period of enhanced surveillance 
 

• Sierra Leone was declared free of human-to-human transmission on 7 November 
2015. The country remains within a 90-day period of enhanced surveillance which is 
scheduled to conclude on 5 February 2016 
 

• as of 03 January 2016, a total of 28,637 clinically compatible cases of EVD (15,249 
confirmed) have been reported associated with the West African outbreak, 11,315 
of which have died 
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Countries reporting or have previously reported transmission 

To date, a total of ten countries have reported EVD cases associated with this outbreak 
(Guinea, Liberia, Sierra Leone, Mali, Nigeria, Senegal, Spain, the UK, the US and Italy). 
However, the vast majority of cases (28,601 CCC, 99.9%) have been reported from Guinea, 
Liberia and Sierra Leone (see Table 1).  

 

  

Figure 2. Ebola outbreak distribution in affected countries in West Africa, 
as at 03 January 2015. Online version available here 
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https://phe.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Viewer/index.html?appid=6b47b738f1cc40c688eff341544c1c5a


Table 1. Epidemiological information for countries reporting persistent transmission 
or under enhanced surveillance as of 03 January 2016 

Country Case 
definition 

Cumulative 
cases 

Confirmed 
cases in 
past 21 
days 

Cumulative 
deaths¥ 

Latest case 
fatality rate 
(hospitalised 
patients) 

HCW 
cases 
(deaths)ǂ 

Guinea Confirmed 3,351  2,083 ^ ^ 
Probable 453 453 ^ ^ 
Suspected 0 * ^ ^ 
All 3,804 0 2,536 57%1 196 (100) 

Liberia√ 

 
Confirmed 3,151  ^ ^ ^ 
Probable 1,879 ^ ^ ^ 
Suspected 5,636 ^ ^ ^ 
All 10,666 - 4,806 49%2 378 (192)4 
Confirmed 9  3 ^ ^ 
Probable 0 0 ^ ^ 
Suspected ^ ^ ^ ^ 
All 9 0 3 ^ ^ 

Sierra 
Leone 

Confirmed 8,704  3,589 ^ ^ 
Probable 287 208 ^ ^ 
Suspected 5,131 158 ^ ^ 
All 14,122 0 3,955 44%3 307 (2215) 

Total  28,601 0 11,300 Average 50% 881 (513) 
  
Data subject to change.  

√ Liberia has recorded three separate EVD outbreaks. The first (hatched cells) was declared over on 9 May 
2015 following 42 days without a case, but two further localised outbreaks have occurred (data in plain cells). 
Outbreak two began on 29 June 2015 and was declared over on 3 September 2015 (6 confirmed cases, 2 
deaths). The third outbreak began on 19 November 2015 with a total of 3 confirmed cases and one death 
reported to date.  
¥ Outcomes for many cases are unknown 
^ Data not available 
* Not reported due to the high proportion of probable and suspected cases that are reclassified. Latest 
available data  
1August 2015 
2December 2014  
3May 2015  
4Data up to 9 May 2015  
5Data as of 17 February 2015   
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Selection of scientific publications in the last month: 

WHO – Statement: End of Ebola transmission in Guinea (29 December 2015) 
 
Butler, Trial of blood-based Ebola therapy disappoints, Nature 
 
De Santis and colleagues, Safety and immunogenicity of chimpanzee adenovirus-vectored 
Ebola vaccine in healthy adults: a randomised, double-blind, placebo-controlled, dose-
finding, phase 1/2a study, Lancet ID 
 
Eggo and colleagues, Duration of Ebola virus RNA persistence in semen of survivors: 
population-level estimates and projections, Eurosurveillance 
 
Falzarano, Ebola vaccines: we have options, Lancet ID 
 
Gao and colleagues, Symptoms closely associated with Ebola virus disease, Lancet ID 
 
Gignoux and colleagues, Effect of Artesunate-Amodiaquine on mortality related to Ebola 
Virus Disease, NEJM 
 
Hunt and Knott, Serious and common sequelae after Ebola virus infection, Lancet ID 
 
Ladner and colleagues, Evolution and spread of Ebola virus in Liberia, 2014-2015, Cell Host 
& Microbe  
 
MacIntyre and Chughtai, Recurrence and reinfection – a new paradigm for management of 
Ebola virus disease (EVD), IJID 
 
Mattia and colleagues, Early clinical sequelae of Ebola virus disease in Sierra Leone: a 
cross-sectional study, Lancet ID 
 
Van Griensven and colleagues, Evaluation of convalescent plasma for Ebola Virus Disease 
in Guinea, NEJM 
 
WHO Ebola Response Team, Ebola Virus Disease among male and female persons in West 
Africa, NEJM 
 
Wong and colleagues, Assessment of the severity of Ebola virus disease in Sierra Leone in 
2014-2015, Epidemiology & Infection 
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http://www.afro.who.int/en/media-centre/pressreleases/item/8252-end-of-ebola-transmission-in-guinea.html
http://www.nature.com/news/trial-of-blood-based-ebola-therapy-disappoints-1.19125
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(15)00486-7/fulltext?rss=yes
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(15)00486-7/fulltext?rss=yes
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(15)00486-7/fulltext?rss=yes
http://www.eurosurveillance.org/ViewArticle.aspx?ArticleId=21326
http://www.eurosurveillance.org/ViewArticle.aspx?ArticleId=21326
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1473309915005344
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1473309915004703
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa1504605
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa1504605
http://www.thelancet.com/pdfs/journals/laninf/PIIS1473-3099(15)00546-0.pdf
http://www.cell.com/cell-host-microbe/abstract/S1931-3128(15)00462-X
http://www.ijidonline.com/article/S1201-9712(15)00292-1/pdf
http://www.ijidonline.com/article/S1201-9712(15)00292-1/pdf
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(15)00489-2/fulltext?rss=yes
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(15)00489-2/fulltext?rss=yes
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa1511812
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa1511812
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMc1510305
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMc1510305
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=10052320&fileId=S0950268815003003&utm_source=First_View&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=HYG
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=10052320&fileId=S0950268815003003&utm_source=First_View&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=HYG


 

Links to further epidemiological information and guidance 

Public Health England 

PHE Risk Assessment (20 November 2015) 
PHE West Africa Ebola outbreak distribution map (7 January 2016) 
PHE Ebola virus disease activity summary 
PHE health protection collection – Ebola virus disease: clinical management and guidance 
 

National Travel Health Network and Centre 

NaTHNaC Ebola page 
 

World Health Organisation 

WHO Ebola response roadmap situation report (6 January 2015) 
WHO Ebola data and statistics (Updated multiple times per week)  
Interagency Collaboration on Ebola Situation Report (updated fortnightly)  
 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control  

ECDC Risk Assessment, 13th update (13 October 2015) 
 
Please contact epicellcolindale@phe.gov.uk if you have any queries regarding this document 
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