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Introductory Letter to the Report of the Ad Hoc Commission of Inquiry





Buenos Aires, 2 June 1997





Dear colleage,





	Please find enclosed the Report of the Ad Hoc Commission of Inquiry on the Sociedade Psicanalítica do Rio de Janeiro (SPRJ - Rio 1). I beg you to kindly read it with care so that you are able to participate in the IPA's decisions, in full knowledge of facts.  The same applies to my letter of 30 May, in which I outline the reports of the Ad Hoc Transition Committee, now transformed into the IPA's Permanent Committee on Governance.


	I would sincerely like you to participate in the Barcelona Congress, which promises to be a top-level scientific meeting, in a beautiful city and on a subject dear to psychoanalysis, sexuality. The Programme Committee, chaired by Leonardo Wender, is making us an original and attractive scientific proposal. Eulàlia Torras de Beà's Local Arrangement Committee, for its part, has spared no effort to make our visit to Barcelona pleasurable.


	If, as I hope, I see you in Spain, you will have the opportunity to take part not only in the Congress but also in the Business Meeting on Wednesday, 30 July, in which we will be dealing with matters of importance. In any case, even if you are not present in Barcelona, you will have to issue a decision on these subjects when the ballot reaches you by mail by the end of this year. I wish to make it clear that you need not be registered for the Congress to take part in the Business Meeting, which is open to all IPA members. Without exaggeration, this meeting will place two fundamental issues -which pertain to our democracy and our ethics -in your hands, in the famous hands of Siqueiros which adorn our poster hereby enclosed. 


	Independently of the fact that it was set up with the best of intentions, the IPA Trust could have jeopardized our cultural heritage, our assets and the free interplay of the representative entities envisioned in our Bye-Laws. As you can read in my 30 May letter, thanks to the work of David Sachs's Committee, lucidly counseled by Mr. Thomas Asher, we have been able to propose satisfactory solutions to these problems.


	Let us now go back to this Report. The conflict involving the Sociedade Psicanalítica do Río de Janeiro is not a local one: it pertains to all, and among all of us we must find a solution to it. If we do, the psychoanalysis of Brazil, of Latin America and of the entire world will emerge strengthened. We will have demonstrated that we are capable of applying the noble instruments provided to us by psychoanalysis, to our own mistakes and conflicts. In so doing we are consistent with our science and with Freud. If we sidestep it or leave it for further on, the future will only press harder on us.


	Brazil is one of the places where psychoanalysis is growing with the greatest strength and vitality. It has reserves to spare for overcoming this crisis and again demonstrating the elevated and generous spirit of its people, the maturity of its psychoanalysts.


	Ethical problems are not easy to solve. They are never local. Examples are not scarce. Germany and Italy suffered, and in a way consented to Nazism. France, which fought courageously against the Occupation and against the collaborators in its own midst, years afterwards undertook the war in Algeria, identifying -as Gilbert Diatkine says- with the aggressor. The promising Russian psychoanalysis in the 1920s was smothered by Communism. The heroic Spanish people withstood the long Franco's dictatorship, adverse by definition to psychoanalysis. Etcetera.


	When the Latin American dictatorships flourished in the 1970s, unfortunate events took place in Argentina, Chile, Brazil and other countries. In Rio de Janeiro a serious situation ensued, as the Report shows.


	Continuing with a long series of decisions, not always the correct ones over the course of the years, the Executive Council again took up this subject in mid 1996, at its London meeting. It there issued a sharp criticism of the SPRJ and of the IPA itself and attempted, likewise, to pay its debt to Helena Besserman Vianna. The statement of 11 August, however, satisfied neither side. The debate was them reopened, and it proved impossible to bring it to a close at the Buenos Aires meeting of the Executive Council at the beginning of this year, because we lacked a complete report as basis for discussion.


	I realized it was not prudent to remain with arms folded until Barcelona and decided to appoint the Ad Hoc Commission of Inquiry with the best people in the IPA, with the best informed and most committed. I gave it the task of studying the new facts generated by the London statement and to set the jigsaw puzzle of this long and complex story in order. Inga Villarreal's Commission worked intensively and the results of its intelligent and rigorous effort are in view.  One of the Report's merits, and not the least among them, is presenting the facts so that each of us can learn them and is able to reach his or her own conclusions.


	We are on the threshold of a great debate which will rescue us from ignorance and indifference. This time we cannot make a mistake.





	With my best regards,




















	R. Horacio Etchegoyen


	President





c.c. 	Members of the Executive Counciol


	Members of the House of Delegates


	Members of the Ad Hoc Commission of Inquiry 


	Members of the Permanent Committee on Governance


	London Office 
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