











                                        Cut ups Part Two





            Recently, the song Candidate has been reissued  on CD


            as part of David Bowie's anniversary series of re-releases.


            Thirty years after they first appeared in the shops as LP records


            they are repackaged as CD's , with a bonus disc of rare and


            unreleased songs. With the reissue of Diamond Dogs there 


            is an accompanying booklet which reinforces the direct link


            between William Burroughs, and the 'cut-ups' method of writing.


             On page two is a picture of Bowie and Burroughs. In the 


            informative essay that takes up most of the booklet,         


             David Buckley tells how pianist Mike Garson remembers David


            Bowie taking lyrics, cutting them up randomly and pasting them together             


            in exactly the same way as I explained to the brown haired


            young lady who claimed to be a friend of David Bowie, in Orpington


            sometime earlier. As I have said David Bowie demonstrates this method


            in Alan Yentob's film Cracked Actor , and as an example he shows


            the lyrics from Sweet Thing / Candidate cut into individual lines in 


            exactly the same manner as I  had demonstrated. Obviously  the Burroughs 


            connection was real and the subsequent meetings between the two would 


            reinforce a mutual endorsemwnt of each others work  but I still suspect                                                                                         


            that I was a middle man here. I understand that ideas and 


            tequniques are not copyright. There is no case to answer.


              The booklet ends with a list of credits for the double CD set but 


             between the essay and the credits there is a diary of events surrounding


             the recording of the Diamond Dogs LP from 18th October 1973 to


             14 June 1974. The entry for 15th January says that around this time 


             David Bowie' began to deconstruct his lyrics using the famed cut up


             method ' around this time. I explained to the young lady that the lines were 


             rearranged to find a new meaning to the words which is a more accurate


             descrition of the process involved. I remember saying at the time that I


             was not very good at it. I managed to string a couple of words together


             but I quickly changed the subject, after all Bowie was already an exceptional 


             writer, and I showed her some artwork, where I had cut some sketches into 


             and reassemled them as a patchwork to make a new picture. I kept these 


             items under my bed and it was from there that I produced them.


                   The entry for 15th January in the Diamond Dogs booklet is somewhat 


             contradictory for it claims that the 'methodology' was originally inspired by


             ' The Cut- Ups' a film produced by William Burroughs' and Antony Balch.


                  The title of this film refers to the process used in editing 


              the film. There are  no references to writing in the film. Though it is thought           


              to be the most important of the film collaborations between William 


              Burroughs, Brion Gysin, who is besides, Burroughs the other subject and


              collaborator in a series of films by Antony Balch, it is an experimental


              film.An unfinished film part of which was superimposed with some of 


              Anthony Balch's previous work was divided onto four spools then randomly


              redeited by a film labrotary technition who had no idea what was on the 


              film . 


                  


