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                   The hospital was completed and opened in 1883 and initially


housed 1,100 patients with 103 staff to look after them . Psychiatric nurses were called Lunatic Attendants. The hospital was subject to the Lunacy Acts which were superceded by the Mental Deficiency Act of


1913, but not before the number of patients had doubled and the number of staff increased to 267. In Victorian timesl the male staff were expected to put in a 77 hour week and female staff ,an 84 hour week.


                  By 1958 the number of parients had stayed the same but with the new Mental Health act and the demolision of the hospital wall there came a drop in the number of patients as  patients who accepted the Phenothiazine treatment were judges to be well enough to live in the community albeit mainly in the social service hostels where the patient would be expected to share aroom with a couple of other patients or in a group hom where the patient at least had the privacy of their own bed room,quite a luxury compared with the old hospital where the beds on the ward were often only a foot apart and the amount of space afforded  to a patient was the minimum the law would permit.So in 1968 the number of patients had fallen to 1638, and reduced by approximately 50 a year until in the mid-seventies about 1200 patients were inhabiting the hospital. This decrease in population was not only due to the acceptance of schitzophrenics on medication by the public, but also because other


patients saw this as a loophole to exploit so that while the schitzophrenic 


suffered the side effects of the wretched drugs he was forced to take, the so-called depression case , the manic depressive the psycopath,sociopath and maniac could use the suffering of the schitzophrenic as an excuse for 


being allowed to live in the community, withou having to earn the priviedge.


                 The Wards were given names in the 1950's named after eminent inhabitants of the catchment area of the Hospital .So for Camberwell there is Browning, for Southwark, Cruden after Alexander Cruden author of the Concordance to the Bible and Dickens ward because many scenes from his books are set in Southwark and Bermondsey.John Donne lived in Peckham for many years so he had a ward named after him and so on including Thomas Guy ,William Hogarth and even Dante Gabriel Rossetti was remembered ,giving his name to Rosetti ward, as was his fellow Pre-Raphaelite, Ruskin.


